FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

1 Corinthians 13:13

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.”


“And now” ”Given the present tense of the verb ‘remain’ and the fact that these 3 opening words stand in immediate conjunction to the eschatological words that have just preceded.  Thus, however we finally translate them, these opening words seem to imply some kind of present situation over against what is yet to be, when ‘I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (Fee).”  “Even though love ‘continues’ in the present, along with its companions faith and hope, love is the greatest of these 3 because it ‘continues’ on into the final glory, which the other 2 by their very nature do not (Fee).” 

“ these three remain”  Faith, hope and love are a recurrent triad in the NT (5:8; Ro 5:2-5; 1Co 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; Col 1:4-5; Heb 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1Pe 1:3-8; 21-22).  They are not virtues to be contemplated, they are virtues to be expressed (Best). “Since these 3 virtues remain after all the gifts have ceased, they should be cultivated (Ryrie).”  “What will drop?  Modes of apprehension, modes of utterance, occupations, duties, relationships, loves; and we shall be left standing naked, stripped, as it were, to the very quick, and only as much left was will keep our souls alive.   But if we are clothed with fiath, hope, love, we shall not be found naked.  Cultivate the high things, the permanent things; then death will not wrench you violently from all that you have been and cared for; but it will usher you into the perfect form of all that you have been and done upon earth (Maclaren).”  “Let us take this great thought of the permanence of faith, hope, and love as being the highest conception that we can form of our future condition (Maclaren).”  “Together these words embrace the whole of Christian existence, as believers live out the life of the Spirit in the present age, awaiting the consummation (Fee).”  “Since [Paul] is trying to emphasize the nature of their present life in Christ, he adds faith and hope to love somewhat automatically, since for him these are what accompany love, not spiritual gifts.”  “It is not difficult to bring the final verse of this paragraph into the contemporary church; these are still the ‘3 imperishables’ for those who would live a truly Christian life in the present age.  Nor is it difficult to emphasize the eschatological dimension of the paragraph, that our present existence, for all its blessings, is but a foretaste of the future (Fee).”  


“faith”  “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith (Ro 1:17).”  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Heb 11:1).”  Christianity “is called a faith because there is a body of knowledge that is affirmed or believed by its adherents.  It is also called a faith because the virtue of faith is central to its understanding of redemption (Sproul).”   “At its root, the term ‘faith’ means ‘trust.’  To trust God is not an act of unreasonable belief.  God demonstrates Himself to be eminently trustworthy (Sproul).”  “Faith is established upon coherent and consistent reasoning and upon sound empirical evidence (Sproul).”  “Faith comprises the essence of our hope for the future.  In simple terms this means that we trust God for the future based on our faith in what He has accomplished in the past (Sproul).”  “There is every reason, a substantive reason, for the hope that is within us (Sproul).”  “It is one thing to believe in God (Jas 2:19); it is another thing to believe God.  To believe God, to trust in Him for our very life, is the essence of the Christian faith (Sproul).”

The Greek word is pistis, virtually always translated faith, though it can be translated pledge or proof (Thomas).  "Faith is more than an intellectual agreement to a theoretical truth (Lockyer)."  Right standing with God can only be found by faith, not through human effort (Alexander).  Faith comes from God.  The God who gives faith, is Himself faithful (Barth).  The faith by which we are saved is only viable because of God's faithfulness (Barth).  Paul never says that a person is saved because of faith, rather by or through faith (Rom 1:17; Eph 2:8; May; Pfeiffer).  Faith is a necessity for right standing before God (Barker).  Proclamation and faith work cooperatively (Bromiley).  Faith involves knowledge of the Gospel, acknowledgement of the truth of its message and personal reception of the Savior (Ryrie).  Grace is accessed by faith (Rom 5:2).  Faith is how we accept God's grace (Bruce 1961).  Faith is accepting Christ's saving work as it is proclaimed in the Gospel (Bromiley).  Faith is not a work, it does not merit salvation, it is the only means by which one accepts God's free salvation (Walvoord). Even faith merits no credit toward salvation (Howley).  We could never experience saving faith, except through the power of the Holy Spirit (Bruce 1961). Schurmann says that "faith makes the impossible possible" (Best). "Faith means having confidence and trust in God (Alexander)."  Paul gives the prerequisites for faith in "that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation" (Rom 10:9-10 NASB).  Foulkes describes faith as "turning to God with a sense of need and weakness and emptiness and a willingness to receive what He offers, to receive the Lord Himself. Faith in Christ requires faith in His resurrection, an event that was preceded by His death for sin (4:14; Rom 4:24-25; Phil 2:8-9; Bromiley).  We trust in God because we believe Him to be trustworthy (Alexander).  Faith, as it is introduced in the life of the believer, begins a life of faith (Alexander).  Paul sees faith as man's total response to God's goodness demonstrated in the death and resurrection of Christ (Best).  The word faith "includes believing, obeying, trusting, hoping, and being faithful (Bromiley)."  The primary reference of faith is faith in Christ (Bromiley).

 
Believers “have ‘faith’ toward God, that is, they trust Him to forgive and accept them through Christ.  Even though now they do not see Him (or see, as it were, ‘a reflection in a mirror’), they trust in His goodness and mercies (Fee).”  Permanence is given to faith (Carson).  Faith is a manifestation of love and endures eternally (Walvoord).  “Faith will surely remain.  The more adequate interpretation is that while here on earth faith has to struggle and strive in order to flourish, hereafter that particular strain will be lifted and faith will grow both in strength and in vigor.  It is a good thing to have faith in an absent friend; but faith in him is strengthened by that close proximity that confirms one’s best and deepest belief.  Surely life in that fuller communion with God will confirm our deepest convictions and so strengthen and enrich our faith in Him (Buttrick).”  “But the essence of faith is not in the absence of the person trusted, but the emotion of trust which goes out to the person, present or absent.  And in its deepest meaning of absolute dependence and happy confidence, faith abides through all the glories and the lustres of the heavens, as it burns amidst the dimnesses and the darknesses of earth.  For ever and ever, on through the irrevoluble ages of eternity, dependence on God in Christ will be the life of the glorified, as it was the life of the militant, Church.  No milleniums of possession, and no imaginable increases in beauty and perfectness and enrichment with the wealth of God, will bring us one inch nearer to casting off the state of filial dependence which is, and ever will be, the condition of our receiving them all (Maclaren).”

“Faith without love is cold (Barclay).”  “Love is the fire which kindles faith (Barclay).”  “The foundation of all human love towards God is, ‘We have known and believed the love that God hath to us,’ and ‘We love Him because He first loved us, ‘ and to Paul the first step is the trusting reception of the love of God,’ commended to us’ by the fact that ‘whilst we were yet sinners Christ died for us,’ and from that necessarily flows, if the faith be genuine, the love that answers the sacrifice and obeys the Beloved (Maclaren).”

“hope” “Hope is used in 2 ways in the Bible.  The less common usage points out the object of our hope.  Christ is our hope of eternal life (Sproul).”  1Tim 1:1 states that Jesus Christ is “our hope.”

The more common usage is as an attitude of assurance regarding the fulfillment of God’s promises (Sproul).” “Hope is faith directed toward the future (Sproul).” “Biblical hope is a firm conviction that the future promises of God will be fulfilled (Sproul).” “The Christian is called to hope, that is, to have full assurance of the resurrection of God’s people and the coming of God’s kingdom.  Hope is inextricably bound up with eschatology (Sproul).” “Set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed (1Pe 1:13b).”

“Faith breeds hope.  There is the difference between earthly hopes and Christian people’s hopes.  Our hopes, apart from the revelation of God in Jesus Christ, are but the balancing of probabilities and the scale is often dragged down by the clutch of eager desires.  But all is baseless and uncertain, unless our hopes are the outcome of our faith.  Which, being translated into other words, is just this, that the one basis on which men can rest – ay! Even for the immediate future, and the contingencies of life, as well as for the solemnities and certainties of heaven – any legitimate and substantial hope is trust in Jesus Christ, His word, His love, His power, and for the heavenly future, in His resurrection and present glory.  A man who believes these things, and only that man, has a rock foundation on which he can build his hope (Maclaren).”  Believers “also have ‘hope’ for the future, which has been guaranteed for them through Christ.  Through His resurrection and the gift of the Spirit, they have become a thoroughly future-oriented people; the present age is on its way out, therefore they live in the present ‘as if not,’ not conditioned by the present with its hardships or suffering (Fee).”  “The future comes to us from the hands of a God who will not fail us (Carson).”  Hope is a manifestation of love and endures eternally (Walvoord).  “It is no more a Sciptural idea that hope is lost in fruition, than it is that faith is lost in sight.  Rather that Future presents itself to us as the continual communication of an inexhaustible God to our progressively capacious and capable spirits.  In that continual communication there is continual progress.  Wherever there is progress there must be hope (Maclaren).”  “Hope without love is grim (Barclay).”  “It is impossible to imagine a heaven, with all that is involved in the eternal purposes of God and in His progressive revelation of Himself to man, where there is no room for hope.  Part of the essence of heaven will be that with all man ever learns about the infinite Being who gave him life, there will still be more to know.  This is the basis of hope that abides (Buttrick).”  Love “is the light which turns hope into certainty (Barclay).”

Our hope is not a mere chance that everything will work out in the end, but a well-grounded hope in what God has done for us in Christ (Ro 5:1-5; Best).  Our hope is personified by Christ (Heb 6:18-20).  Our hope is the sure confidence of the sufficiency of Christ and His imminent return (Ro 8:24-25; 1Co 15:19-24; Barker).  “The believer looks upon the death and resurrection of Christ.  His death was the darkest hour for His disciples.  The promised Messiah was dead, His kingdom apparently lost.  With the resurrection, that despair turned to hope.  Alongside suffering, whether great or small, the Christian’s hope must endure (Sproul).”

“The believer has the Holy Spirit as a down payment on the kingdom.  His presence assures us that the kingdom will be fully consummated.  The Spirit is not only a sign toward hope, but the sustainer of hope.  He fulfills the role of Comforter, girding up the believer in strength and hope (Sproul).”

“the greatest of these”  “Whilst faith and hope belong only to a creature, and are dependent and expectant of some good to come to themselves, and correspond to something which is in God in Christ, the love which springs from faith and hope not only corresponds to, but resembles, that from which it comes and by which it lives.  The fire kindled is cognate with the fire that kindles; and the love that is in man is like the love that is in God.  It is the lcimax of His nature; it is the fulfilling of all duty (Maclaren).”


“love”   The Greek word is “agape.” Love is greater than faith and hope because only love is eternal.  The other 2 a relegated to the “now” (Fee).  “Love is the greatest gift because it expressed God and Calvary (Ryrie). “Love is the eternal form of the human relation to God (Maclaren).”  “Most surely love abides.  To see the highest is to love it.  Love is the life of heaven, for God is love and God is life.  Love is therefore eternal and supreme: it is the ultimate criterion of value, never to be defined save in terms of itself (Buttrick).”  “Love has the top place, for reasons that are clear in vs. 1-7 (Carson).” Paul stresses the absolute permancy of love (Barclay).  “When all the things in which men glory have passed away love will still stand (Barclay).”  “The one unconquerable thing is love.  That is one of the great reasons for believing in immortality (Barclay).”  “On the first Good Friday when He was crucified it seemed as if He and His cause were expunged in His own blood and in dire and pitiful tragedy.  But the stream of salvation rolled on.  Love triumphed and triumphs still (Buttrick).”  “Love is enduring, and what it produces will endure (Wiersbe).”  “The future belongs to [love] because love is the ultimate reality.  God is love.  Love is the guarantee that hate and fear and falsehood, all enmity and bitterness, are doomed (Buttrick).”  “The resurrection of Jesus Christ signifies for all future generations not only that love is the ultimate reality, but that to it the victory belongs (Buttrick).” 


“Paul’s notion of love is the response of the human to the divine, which divine is received into the heart by simple faith in Jesus Christ   And his notion of love which never faileth, and endureth all things, and hopeth all things, is love to men, which is but one stream of the great river of love to God (Maclaren).”  

“There can be no doubt concerning the continuing validity of the apostle’s teaching for all ages of Christian witness.  As we have seen, the core of the gospel is love.  Jesus Christ was the incarnation of love, and His commandment to His disciples was that they should love one another.  These convictions are vitally and urgently necessary (Buttrick).”  Christ’s “revelation was of a quality of life initiated, sustained, and empowered by the grace of God.  Without that spirit life is bound to be incomplete and imperfect and defective (Buttrick).”  “When love is entered into, there comes into life a relationship against which the assaults of time are helpless and which transcends death (Barclay).” “Love completes and crowns every human relatioship (Buttrick).”  “Because God is love (1Jn 4:8) and has communicated His love to us (1Jn 4:10) and commands us to love one another (Jn 13:34-35).  Love supercedes the gifts because it outlasts them all.  Long after these sought-after gifts are no longer necessary, love will still be the governing principle that controls all that God and His redeemed people are and do (Barker).”  “When you love someone, you will trust them and will always be anticipating new joys (Wiersbe).”  “True love is both hopeful and faithful (Buttrick).”  “It is love that energizes faith and hope (Wiersbe).”  “Everyone who follows the way of love finds ‘the most excellent way (1Co 12:31),’ because every individual characterized by love carries that mark eternally (Walvoord).” 

