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1 Corinthians 13

“The picture is directly related to the Corinthians.  The observance of the truths of this chapter … would have solved their problems (Harrison 631).”  “Paul was probing into the open sore of sin in the Corinthian church with this beautiful description of the one thing; love, that would have met all the believers’ problems (Harrison 632).”

4. Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag, it is not arrogant.

“love is patient, love is kind”  “The qualities of patience and of kindness are joined together by Paul in four other passages (Ro 2:4; 2Co 6:6; Gal 5:22; Col 3;12).  God has been long-suffering and gracious toward us; we must show the same attitude toward our fellow men (Craig 173-174).”

“Love”  “Paul shifted from the first person to the third person and replaced himself with a personification of love.  Some have seen in vv.4-6 the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23); others have seen here a description of Christ Himself.  As different sides of the same coin, both are applicable and provided a solution to the many Corinthian problems.  Love, defined by 14 predications (half of them negative, half positive) constituted the ‘way’ (Lowery 535).”  “The nature of love is expressed by Paul in a series of verbs, the active character of which may not be fully indicated by the crisp adjectives in the RSV.  Two affirmatives are followed by 8 negatives and then finally there are four positive statements which stress the word all (Craig 172).”  “Love is a rope composed of many different strands.  To change the figure, its white light may be analyzed into the various colors of which it is composed.  If the negatives are more numerous than the positives, that is because it is easier to say what love will avoid than to give prescriptions in advance (Craig 172-173).”  “Read 1 Co 13:4-7 carefully and compare this with the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23.  You will see that all of the characteristics of love show up in that fruit.  This is why love edifies: it releases the power of the Spirit in our lives and churches (Wiersbe 611).”

“At the ‘love feast’ and the Lord’s Table, the Corinthians were behaving in a very unseemly manner.  If they had known the meaning of real love, they would have behaved themselves in a manner pleasing to the Lord (Wiersbe 611).”  “The presence of love affirms others and overcomes destructive aspects of our character (Winter 1181).”  “Just as avoiding those sins in the 10 Commandments which deal with other human beings nurtures relationships, so too does love (Winter 1181).”  “Love provides both the stability and consistency in which life thrives (Winter 1181).”

“One might almost say that love is personified here, since the description is practically a description of the life and character of Jesus Christ (Harrison 631).”  “It is often pointed out that in this paragraph Paul seems best to capture the life and ministry of Jesus.  So much so that one could substitute His name for the noun ‘love’ and thereby describe love in a more personal way.  After doing so, however, one does not want to miss Paul’s point, which ultimately is description for the purpose of exhortation.  Perhaps that point could best be captured by putting one’s own name in place of the noun ‘love,’ and not neglecting thereafter to find a proper place for repentance and forgiveness (Fee 640).”

“patient”  “Patience (makrothymia) is the capacity to be wronged and not retaliate (Lowery 535).”  “The Corinthians were impatient in the public meetings (1Co 14:29-32), but love would make them long-suffering (Wiersbe 611).”

“love is kind”  “The Corinthian church had many members who had been wronged (e.g., in lawsuits [1Co 6:8] and the poor at communal meals [11:21-22]).  The response of love to these wrongs would be a display of kindness and goodness (Lowery 535).”

“is not jealous; does not brag”  “Envy and boasting seemed to abound as two poles of the same problem (e.g., division [1:10; 3:3,21]; gifts [12:14-25]; Lowery 535).”

“is not jealous”  “The term zeloow means either to strive for or to show envy ro jealous (Craig 174)  “He [Paul] is speaking of jealousy as an attitude which cannot be joined with love (Craig 174-175).”  “’Envieth not’ is related to the attitude of the brethren who felt that their gifts were inferior (Harrison 632).”  “They were envying each other’s gifts, but love would remove that envy (Wiersbe 611).”

“does not brag”  Literally this says “does not play the braggart (12:21-26; Harrison 632).”  “The Corinthians had no monopoly on pride though they seemed to.  The verb physioo occurs only seven times in the NT, six of which are found in this letter (4:6,18-19; 5:2; 8:1; Lowery 535).”

“is not arrogant”  “The Corinthians have been puffed up or arrogance.  But love does not act in that way (Craig 175).”  “They were ‘puffed up’ with pride (1Co 4:5,18-19; 5:2), but love would remove pride and self-vaunting and replace it with a desire to promote others (Wiersbe 611).”

5. does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered.

“does not act unbecomingly”  “Perhaps [this is] an indirect reference to their unruly conduct in worship (11:18-22; Barker 1680).”  “Rudeness found its expression in the problem of women in worship (11:2-16), the disorders at the Lord’s Supper (11:17-22), and the general organization of worship (14:26-33; Lowery 535).”

“does not seek its own”  “The purpose of spiritual gifts is the edification of the church (1Co 12:7; 14:3,5,12,17,26).  This means that we must not think of ourselves, but of others; and this demands love (Wiersbe 611).”  “’Seeketh not her own’ would have been the answer to the problem of meats sacrificed to idols (8:1-11:1; Harrison 632).”  “Self satisfaction was a pervasive disorder particularly manifested in the eating of food sacrificed to idols (8:9; 10:23-24; Lowery 535).”

“easily (NIV/KJV)”  “’Is not easily provoked’ is not strong enough; there is no ‘easily’ in the Greek text.  A translator with a short temper must have been responsible for the AV rendering!  This property of love would have solved the problem with the lawsuits (Harrison 632).”

“does not take into account a wrong suffered”  “Love does not record wrongs, though there was ample opportunity for doing so in Corinth (6:8; 7:5; 8:11; Lowery 535).”  “Forgiveness means that we wipe the record clean and never hold things against people (Eph 4:26,32; Wiersbe 611).”

6. does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
“does not rejoice in unrighteousness”  This was what “they were doing in chapter 5 (Barker 1680).”  “’Rejoiceth not in iniquity’ suggests the problem of immorality and lack of discipline of it in 5:1-13 (Harrison 632).”

7. bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
(Short only through part of v.  Consult commentary to fine extent of study).

“Love has a tenacity in the present, buoyed by its absolute confidence in the future, that enables it to live in every kind of circumstance and continually to pour itself out in behalf of others (Fee 640).”

“bears”  “The verb stego may also mean ‘cover,’ and perhaps should be so translated here.  The meaning then would be, as in 1Pe 4:8, that ‘love covers a multitude of sins’ .  Moffatt is paraphrasing that idea when he uses the phrase, ‘slow to expose’ (Craig 184).”  “It is possible that this may mean ‘love can cover anything,’ in the sense that it will never drag into the light of day the faults and mistakes of others.  It would far rather set about quietly mending things than publicly displaying and rebuking them (Barclay 123).”  Love will always take this attitude because it clings to the possibility that the wrongdoer will come to a true insight (Craig 184).”  “Love always protects (Lowery 535).”  It is possible to interpret this verse; “love conceals rather than exposes evil (Barrett 304).”  “Love covers the faults of others rather than delighting in them (Mare 96).”  “A picture is at once conjured up in the imagination of love casting a veil over the weakness and failings and wrongs of others (Short 182).”


“More likely it means that love can bear any insult, any injury, any disappointment (Barclay 123).”  “For this great-hearted apostle [love] is the ultimate answer to the wrongs and ills and challenges of life.  He knew what he was writing about, for he had endured many things (Short 182).”  “Love bears all things” “implies restraint and forbearance in the presence of wrong; but even more it implies that love carries the burden and even the blame for the wrong upon itself.  Love carries on its own heart, so to speak, the sin and the sorrow and the tragedy of all the world.  We can see the shadow of the Cross in this aspect of it (Short 182).”  “Paul has been insisting all through in various ways that the mark of a Christian fellowship is to manifest the mind and spirit of Jesus Christ.  And his is a cross-bearing spirit (Short 182).”


Barrett translates this as “love supports all things (304).”  “Love is the support of the world (Barrett 304).”

“believes all things”  “’Believeth all things’ does not include gullibility.  It means, rather, that the believer is not to be suspicious.  If, however, sin is evident, the believer must judge it and support its discipline (Harrison 632).”

“all things”  “In each case the verb is accompanied by the object ‘all things,’ a rhetorical repetition which here comes very close to an adverbial use (‘in everything,’ or ‘always’) (Fee 639).”  “How fond [Paul] is of that phrase ‘all things’!  It is one of the keynotes of his ministry (Short 181).”  “Many another passage in his letters stands in a like context.  So here the fourfold repetition of the same phrase.  It suggests the universal comprehensiveness of love, which Paul always relates to Jesus Christ (Short 181-2).”  “There can be little doubt that ‘all things’ for Paul are made possible, and are summed up, in the love of God revealed through Christ Jesus (Short 182).”

“believes”  “Love always … trusts (Lowery 535).”  “Love believes the best (Craig 182).”  This does not mean “always believes the best about people, but [rather, love] never loses faith (Barrett 305).”  “This characteristic has a twofold aspect. (i) In relation to God it means that love takes God at His word, and can take every promise which begins ‘Whosoever’ and say, ‘That means me.’  (ii) In relation to our fellow men it means to love always believes the best about other people.  It is often true we make people what we believe them to be.  If we show that we do not trust people, we may make them untrustworthy.  If we show people that we trust them absolutely, we may make them trustworthy (Barclay 123).”  Love “trusts God in behalf of the one loved (Fee 640).”  Paul’s “faith is strong and his ultimate convictions are unshakable because he has put them to the test (Short 182).”

“hopes”  “Jesus believed that no man is hopeless (Barclay 124).”  “Love always … hopes (Lowery 535).”  Love “hopes the best (Craig 182).”  Love “never ceases to hope (Barrett 305).”  Love “hopes to the end that God will show mercy in that person’s behalf (Fee 640).”

“endures”  The Greek word is hypomenei which means “remains steadfast in the face of unpleasant circumstances (Lowery 535).”  “The 4th term refers to the steadfast endurance which Paul stresses over and over again (Ro 8:25; 2Co 12:12; 1Th 1:3).  It is expressed by facing tribulation with courage (Craig 182-3).”  “Love provides both the stability and consistency in which life thrives (Winter 1181).”  Love “is trusting, optimistic and willing to endure persecution (Ro 5:3,4).  In short, it ‘perseveres’ (Mare 96).”  “No hardship or rebuff ever makes love cease to be love (Barrett 305).”  “Love can bear things, not merely with passive resignation, but with triumphant fortitude, because it knows that ‘a father’s hand will never cause his child a needless tear’ (Barclay 124).”  “Love never ceases to have faith; it never loses hope.  This is why it can endure (Fee 640).”


“The problem with Paul’s own elegant description of love is that later misreadings and misuses of this contemplation reinterpret love as if it were being gullible or welcoming abuse (Soards 274).”  “To be sure, there is a place for shrewdness and for caution and for foresight: often a time comes when strong action is required.  Moral love is no weakling; nor is its purpose served in allowing itself to be treated with disdain.  Love is realistic, as realistic as the very nature and creative purposes of Almighty God (Short 182).”  “What [endures] really describes is not the spirit which can passively bear things, but the spirit which, in bearing them, can conquer and transmute them (Barclay 124).”  “In fact, the description Paul gives in vv. 4-7 is of god’s love, which transcends the boundaries of selfishness or self-centeredness in the righteous pursuit of reconciliation and redemption.  The call to Christians is to live by the grace and power of God in such a way that God’s own love forms and directs life so that God’s love becomes the Christian’s love (Soards 274).”  “The life that is so touched by the never-ceasing love of God in Christ (Ro 8:39) is in turn enabled by the Spirit to love others in the same way (Fee 640).”

*********

13. But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Faith hope and love are “the central, essential and indefectible elements of Christianity (Barrett).”  “One can be a good Christian without Tongues or prophesying; but one cannot be a good Christian without Faith, Hope, and Love (Robertson).”

Faith, hope and love are a recurrent triad in the NT (5:8; Ro 5:2-5; 1Co 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; Col 1:4-5; Heb 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1Pe 1:3-8; 21-22).  They are not virtues to be contemplated, they are virtues to be expressed (Best).

FAITH


"Faith" The Greek word is "pistis," virtually always translated faith, though it can be translated pledge or proof (Thomas).  "Faith is more than an intellectual agreement to a theoretical truth (Lockyer)."  Right standing with God can only be found by faith, not through human effort (Alexander).  Faith comes from God.  The God who gives faith, is Himself faithful (Barth).  The faith by which we are saved is only viable because of God's faithfulness (Barth).  Paul never says that a person is saved because of faith, rather by or through faith (Rom 1:17; Eph 2:8; May; Pfeiffer).  Faith is a necessity for right standing before God (Barker).  Proclamation and faith work cooperatively (Bromiley).  Faith involves knowledge of the Gospel, acknowledgement of the truth of its message and personal reception of the Savior (Ryrie).  Grace is accessed by faith (Rom 5:2).  Faith is how we accept God's grace (Bruce 1961).  Faith is accepting Christ's saving work as it is proclaimed in the Gospel (Bromiley).  Faith is not a work, it does not merit salvation, it is the only means by which one accepts God's free salvation (Walvoord).  No human effort can contribute to our salvation, it is a gift of God (Barker).  Works have no part in the production of salvation, otherwise through works we could raise ourselves to the proper place (Elwell 1989).  Works would be an act of independence from God (Elwell 1989).  Even faith merits no credit toward salvation (Howley).  We could never experience saving faith, except through the power of the Holy Spirit (Bruce 1961).  Sinful people can do absolutely nothing to save themselves (Alexander).  C. Brown wrote "let man be abandoned by God and he is absolutely hopeless.  It is the voice of God that arouses, that awakens, that causes a man to think and enquire; it is the power of God that gives strength to act; it is the same power which makes provision for the need of the new life (Foulkes)."  Schurmann says that "faith makes the impossible possible" (Best).  Sinners must depend solely on what God has done for them through Christ (Alexander).  "Faith means having confidence and trust in God (Alexander)."  Paul gives the prerequisites for faith in "that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation" (Rom 10:9-10 NASB).  Foulkes describes faith as "turning to God with a sense of need and weakness and emptiness and a willingness to receive what He offers, to receive the Lord Himself.  "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness (Rom 12:19)."  Faith in Christ requires faith in His resurrection, an event that was preceded by His death for sin (4:14; Rom 4:24-25; Phil 2:8-9; Bromiley).  We trust in God because we believe Him to be trustworthy (Alexander).  Faith, as it is introduced in the life of the believer, begins a life of faith (Alexander).  In order to live a life pleasing to God, we must wholly trust in Jesus and rely on His Spirit for guidance (Alexander).  Paul sees faith as man's total response to God's goodness demonstrated in the death and resurrection of Christ (Best).  The word faith "includes believing, obeying, trusting, hoping, and being faithful (Bromiley)."  The primary reference of faith is faith in Christ (Bromiley).

“Faith is “the indispensable condition not only of entering but of continuing in the Christian life (Barrett).”  “Whatever is not of faith is sin (Barrett).”


For ever and ever dependence on God in Christ will be the life of the Christian (Maclaren).


Jesus annointed by sinful woman.  Her faith saved her.  Faith brings peace (Lk 7:36-50).


Faith brings healing (Lk 8:40, 17:19, 18:42)


Faith was the disciples response to the revealed glory of Christ after the wedding feast at Cana (John 2:11).


Faith is the response to who Jesus is (John 8:12-30).


Faith is the response to resurrection (Lazarus John 11:1-45).


People are sanctified [made holy, set apart] by faith (Ac 26:18).

We have faith God’s promises, that He will do what He said He would do (Ac 27:25).

Faith brings about obedience to God (Ro 1:5).

We are righteous before God only by faith in Christ (Ro 1:17).

It is by faith that we gain access to God’s grace (Ro 5:2).

Faith comes from hearing the Gospel of Christ (Ro 10:17).

Even our faith does not come from ourselves, but from God (Ro 12:3).

“Everything that does not come from faith is sin (Ro 14:23).

Faith must rest on God’s power (1Co 2:5).

Faith is based on the fact of the resurrection of Christ (1Co 15:7).

We walk by faith, not sight [tied to hope] (2Co 5:7).

We are encouraged to excel in faith (2Co 2:7).

Faith can be expected grow (2Co 10:15).

We are in or out of the faith (2Co 13:5).

We are justified before God by faith (Gal 2:16).

We live this life by faith (Gal 2:20).

By faith we receive the promise of the Spirit (Gal 3:14).

Faith is revealed to us (Gal 3:23).

Through faith in Christ we are children of God (Gal 3:26).

We wait by faith (Gal 5:5).

What matters to Christ is faith working/expressing itself through love [love for God and love for others] (Gal 5:6).

We approach God with freedom and confidence through faith in Christ (Eph 3:12).

Christ dwells in our hearts through faith (Eph 3:17).

There is only 1 faith (Eph 4:5).

Unity in the faith is a desirable goal for the Church (Eph 4:13).

Faith is our defense against Satan (Eph 6:13).

Faith comes from God (Eph 6:23).

We progress in faith (Php 1:25).

We have joy in faith (Php 1:25).

By continuing in the faith, we are reconciled to God (Col 1:22-23).

We are raised with Christ through faith in the power of God that raised Christ (Col 3:12).

We are encouraged to pursue faith (1Tim 6:11).

Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ (2Tim 3:15).

Faith can be unsound (Titus 1:13. 2:2).

We are imitate others patient faith (Hebrews 6:12).

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see (Heb 11:1).”

“By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible (Heb 11:3).”

“Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him (Heb 11:6).

We obey God’s call by faith (Heb 11:7-8)

By faith we reside where God leads (Heb 11:9)

By faith we trust God for the future (Heb 11:12)

We live by faith even when we don’t obtain God’s promises in this life (Heb 11:13)

“All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance (Heb 11:13).

By faith we bless our children (Heb 11:20-21).

By faith we choose to be persecuted by being identified with God’s people (Heb 11:24-25).

We are fearless by faith (Heb 11:27)

We persevere by faith (Heb 11:27).

READ Hebrews 11:32-40.

Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith (Heb 12:2)

Faith tested produces endurance (Jas 1:3).

Faith is evident (Jas 2:14).

Faith without works is of no value (Jas 2:20).

The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (1Pe 1:9).

Faith is precious (2Pe1:1).

Our faith overcomes the world (1Jn 5:4).

Faith is to be contended for (Jd 3)

Faith is entrusted to us (Jd 3),

“Unqualified acceptance of, and exclusive dependence on, the mediation of the Son as alone securing the mercy of the Father (Elwell).”  “The nature of faith, according to the NT is to live by the truth it receives; faith, resting on God’s promise, gives thanks for God’s grace by working for God’s glory (Elwell).”  “Faith in God involves right belief about God.  The word ‘faith’ in ordinary speech covers both credence of propositions (‘beliefs’) and confidence in persons or things (Elwell).”  “Throughout the Bible trust in God is made to rest on belief of what He has revealed concerning His character and purposes.  In the NT, where faith in God is defined as trust in Christ, the acknowledgment of Jesus as the expected Messiah and the incarnate Son of God is regarded as basic to it (Elwell).”  “The frequency with which the epistles depict faith as knowing, believing, and obeying ‘the truth’ show that their authors regarded orthodoxy as faith’s fundamental ingredient (Elwell).”  “Faith rests on Divine Testimony (Elwell).”  “The Bible views faith’s convictions as certainties equates them with knowledge , not because they spring from supposedly self-authenticating mystical experience, but because they rest on the testimony of God who cannot lie and is therefore utterly trustworthy (Elwell).”  “Christian faith rests on the recognition of apostolic and biblical testimony as God’s own testimony to His Son (Elwell).”


“Faith is a supernatural divine gift.  Sin and Satan have so blinded fallen men that they cannot discern dominical and apostolic witness to be God’s word, nor see and comprehend the realities of which it speaks, nor come in self-renouncing trust to Christ, till the Holy Spirit has enlightened them.  Only the recipients of this divine teaching, drawing and annointing come to Christ and abide in Him.  God is thus the author of all saving faith (Elwell).”  John emphasizes “that faith (believing on, coming to and receiving Christ) involves acknowledging Jesus, not merely as a God-sent teacher and miracle worker, but as God incarnate, whose atoning death is the sole means of salvation; that faith in Christ secures present enjoyment of ‘eternal life’ in fellowship with God (Elwell).”  “The Church grasped from the first that assent to apostolic testimony is the fundamental element in Christian faith (Elwell).”  The Reformers insisted that faith is personal trust and confidence in God’s mercy through Christ; that it is not a meritorious work, one fact of human righteousness, but rather and appropriating instrument, an empty had outstretched to receive the free gift of God’s righteousness in Christ; that faith is God-given, and is itself the animating principle from which love and good works spontaneously spring; and that communion with God means, not an exotic rapture of mystical ecstasy, but just faith’s everyday commerce with the Savior (Elwell).”

HOPE

The one thing we can hope in, even for the immediate future, is Christ (Maclaren).  “The openness of Christian existence is never ending (Barrett).”  “Through His resurrection and the gift of the Spirit, [Christians] have become a thoroughly future-oriented people (Fee).”

"hope" Our hope is not a mere chance that everything will work out in the end, but a well-grounded hope in what God has done for us in Christ (Ro 5:1-5; Best).  Our hope is personified by Christ (Heb 6:18-20).  Our hope is the sure confidence of the sufficiency of Christ and His imminent return (Ro 8:24-25; 1Co 15:19-24; Barker).  “The pagan world in Paul’s day had no hope of life after death.  A typical inscription on a grave demonstrates this fact: ‘I was.  I became.  I am not.  I care not (Wiersbe).”  “All people have hopes and dreams, but those outside Christ have no hope in the sense that they do not have the hope of eternal life.  To be without God is to be without hope (Eph 2:12).  To die in Christ is to have the hope of the resurrection, and so believers, though they grieve when they lose loved ones, need not grieve in despair like ‘the rest’ (Elwell).”  “One mark of a true Christian is his eager looking for the coming of Jesus Christ.  As we grow in the Lord, we not only look for His appearing, but we love His appearing (2Tim 4:8; Wiersbe).”  “And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming (1Jn 2:28).”


“When fixed on God, hope embraces expectation, trust, and patient waiting.  It is linked to faith, as in Heb 11:1, which stresses the certainty of what is divinely given.  Ro 8:24-25 makes not only the formal point that we don not hope for what is visibly present but also the material one that what is visibly present offers no basis for hope since it belongs to the sphere of the “sarx”.  Hence we have to wait patiently, in hope believing against hope, i.e., unable to count on controllable factors and hence thrown back on God (Ro 4:18).  Patient endurance is the main point in Ro 5:4; 1Th 1:3; Heb 6:11, but sure confidence is meant in 1Co 15:19; 2Co 1:10; Phil 1:20; Heb 3:6; 1Pe 1:21 (Bromiley).”  “The act of salvation has now been accomplished in Christ, so that hope itself is an eschatalogical blessing, and there is every reason for confidence (Bromiley).”  “Hope rests on faith in the act of salvation and is sustained by the Spirit.  It is an integral part of the Christian life.  As such it goes closely with faith and love.  It endures even when we attain to sight, for its focus is not on what is to be given but on the God who gives it and will maintain it when it is given.  Endurance may be stressed in this life, but our waiting is confident, for we are saved by hope (Bromiley).”


“Christ Himself is described as the Christian hope (1Ti 1:1), and by His resurrection the specifically Christian virtue of hope is bestowed on the regenerate, who abound in hope through the Spirit (Ro 15:13).  (1) This hope relates to salvation and is an essential grace, like faith and love; but where faith refers to past and present, hope includes the future (Ro 8:24-25).  (2) Its object is the ultimate blessedness of God’s kingdom (Ac 2:26; Ti 1:2).  (3) It produces the moral fruits of joyful confidence in God (Ro 8:28), unashamed patience in tribulation (Ro 5:3), and perseverance in prayer.  (4) It anticipates an actual righteousness (Gal 5:5) and is thus good (2Th 2:16), blessed (Ti 2:13), and glorious (Co 1:27).  (5) It stabilizes the soul like an anchor by linking it to God’s steadfastness (Heb 3:6; 6:18-19).  (6) It was generated in the OT fathers by God’s promise first given to Abraham (Ro 4:18), then embraced by Israel (Ac 26:6-7), and proclaimed by Paul as the hope of the Gospel (Elwell).”


“Biblical hope is a firm conviction that the future promises of God will be fulfilled.  Hope is not mere wish projection, but an assurance of what will come to pass (Sproul).”  “Hope is faith directed toward the future (Sproul).”  “Hope is used in the Bible in 2 ways.  The less common usage points out the object of our hope.  Christ is our hope of eternal life.  The more common usage is as an attitude of assurance regarding the fulfillment of God’s promises.  The Christian is called to hope, that is, to have full assurance of the resurrection of God’s people and the coming of God’s kingdom.  Hope is inextricably bound up with eschatology.  Paul reinds Christians that until the Kingdom comes in its fullness, believers can only have an assured hope; they must ‘walk by faith, not by sight’.  This hope is neither unfounded nor groundless.  Though the life of the Christian is marked more by suffering than triumph(1Co 4:8-13; 2Co 4:7-18), the foundation for hope is in the Godhead.  First, the believer looks upon the death and resurrection of Christ.  His death was the darkest hour for His disciples.  The promised Messiah was dead, His kingdom apparently lost.  With the Resurrection, that despair turned to hope.  Alongside suffering, whether great or small, the Christian’s hope must endure.  God is always sufficient and faithful.  Second, the believer has the Holy Spirit as a down payment on the Kingdom.  His presence assures us that the Kingdom will be fully consummated.  The Spirit is not only a sign toward hope, but the sustainer of hope.  He fulfills the role of Comforter, girding up the believer in strength and hope.  It is the Spirit that encourages the believer to pray to the Father, ‘Your Kingdom come’ (Sproul).”


“Christ is our hope (1Ti 1:1) and we serve ‘the God of hope (Ro 15:13).  Faith itself is defined as ‘being sure of what we hope for (Heb 11:1),’ and Christian commitment is defined as having ‘fled to take hold of … this hope as an anchor for the soul (Heb 6:18-19).’”  “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus christ is revealed (1Pe 1:13).”


“having a hope in God, which these men [Jews] cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the the righteous and the wicked (Ac 24:15).”


“Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us (Ro 5:5).”


“For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it (Ro 8:25).”

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope (Ro 15:4).”


“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Ro 15:13).”


“…the love that you have for all the saints; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the Gospel (Col 1:4b-5).”


“…God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col 1:27).”


“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope (1Thes 4:13).”


“But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation (1Th 5:8).”


“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us ad given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word (1Th 2:16-17).”


“Christ Jesus, who is our hope (1Ti 1:1c)”


“For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers (1Ti 4:10).”


“In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago (Ti 1:2).”


“Fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1Pe 1:13b).”

LOVE


“Love never fails, but abides even in the age to come, because it is the nature and being of God Himself, and because it is an essential manisfestation in human relations of what God is (Barrett).  “The love which springs from faith and hope not only corresponds to, but resembles, that from which it comes and by which it lives (Maclaren).”

“We love because He first loved us (1Jn 4:19).  “This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (1Jn 4:10).  “Love is the root of the other 2; ‘Love believeth all things, hopeth all things (Robertson).”  “The faith by which alone man lays hold upon the gracious gift of justification expresses itself in love (Barrett)."  Faith and hope are purely human.  Love is Divine (Robertson).


"love"  The Greek word is "agape".  As Christians began to search for a way to express their idea of love, they chose a Greek word that was not greatly used, therefore having no specific direction connected with it (Best).  This allowed the believers to set the directional connection themselves (Best).  Agape love is not merely a warmth toward others, since so many people have no natural attraction, yet it contains warmth, for otherwise love for another person would be a burden (Best).
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