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1 Thessalonians


4.  1. Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are 
living.  Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this and more.

2. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.

3. It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;

4. that each of you should learn to control his body in a way that is holy and honorable,

5. not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;

6. and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.  The Lord 
will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.

7. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.

8. Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you His Holy 
Spirit.

9. Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 
by God to love each other.

10. And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia.  Yet we urge you, brothers, 
to do so more and more.

11. Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your 
hands, just as we told you,

12. so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent 
on anybody.

13. Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the 
rest of men, who have no hope.


“Brothers”  By calling them brothers, Paul “emphasized their equality of standing before God despite their knowledge deficiency (Walvoord).”  If the Thessalonians “knew in some form the saying of Jesus about some of His followers who ‘will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God come with power (Mk 9:1),’ they may have wondered what would happen to those who did ‘taste death’ before that event (Bruce).”  “The death of their friends filled their hearts with sorrow and they needed a message of reassurance, based on a more precise statement of the Christian hope (Bruce).”

“we do not want you to be ignorant”  This is Paul’s way of saying, ‘We want you to know (Williams).’”  “Paul introduces what he has to say on the topic with … a formula that he employs elsewhere and that usually seems to introduce something that is new to his readers (Morris).”  “The formula here is also generally used to indicate that Paul wants his readers to fasten their attention on what follows (Morris).”  “Paul introduced these instructions in such a way as to lay no guilt on the Thessalonians for their lack of knowledge.  After all they were new believers (Walvoord).”  Their “question must have arisen quite early in the history of the church (which, incidentally, is evidence for the early date of this epistle) (Morris).”

“fall asleep”  “‘Sleep’ is a euphemism for death, found in both the Greek and the Jewish world.  Christians took the idea over but with the understanding that death is a sleep from which the believer will some day awake to resurrection life (Elwell).”  “That this sleep refers to the physical body and not to man’s spirit is clear for several reasons (Gaebelein).”  ‘Sleep’ … “is particularly apt for Christians, since for them the whole concept of death has been transformed (Morris).”  “Though the pagans used ‘sleep’ as a metaphor for death, it is especially appropriate for Christians because of their assured bodily resurrection (Gaebelein).”  Jesus used the word ‘sleep’ when describing death in Jn 11:11b; “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up”.  “As the body without the spirit is dead....(Jas 2:26).”


“those who have fallen asleep in Him”  “The NT speaks of the Christian dead and a most apt expression on the lips of those who believe in the resurrection of the dead.  Without that hope, people must view death only as a sleep from which there is no awakening (Williams).”  “It is possible that some of [the Thessalonians] thought of the deaths as indicating that the deceased were under the wrath of God (Morris).”  “If they were being punished for some sin, it would be natural enough that they should miss the Parousia (Morris).”  This phrase refers to “believers who have died, trusting Jesus” (Barker).  “This is not sleep of the soul (Walvoord).”  “At death, the spirit leaves the body, and the body goes to sleep and no longer functions (Wiersbe).”  “The primary focus of this phrase refers to the body, which lies in the grave to await the day of resurrection.  The spirit at death, while separated from the body, goes to be with Jesus in glory.  It is alive and awaits reunion with a resurrected body (Lindsell).”  The body sleeps “in the earth until it is resurrected, changed into a glorious body, and reunited with the soul (Walvoord).”  “For Christians death is no longer that adversary whom no person can resist, that tyrant who brings all worthwhile existence to a horribly final end.  Death has been overcome by the risen Lord, and that has transformed the whole situation for those who are in Him (Moris).”  “Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord (2Co 5:6)”.  “We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord (2Co 5:8)”.  “For the Christian, sleep is a particularly apt metaphor for death, since death’s finality and horror are removed by the assurance of resurrection.  Some of the Thessalonians seem to have misunderstood Paul and thought all believers would live until Christ returns.  When some died the question arose, ‘Will those who have died have part in that great day?’  Inscriptions on tombs and references in literature show that first-century pagans viewed death with horror, as the end of everything (Barker).”  “The Christian attitude was in strong contrast [to pagan belief at that time] (Barker).”  “It is extremely doubtful that Paul believed that no more Thessalonian Christians would die before the Lord returned (Stein).”


“grieve”  “For Christians, relief from sorrow is what the future holds (Gaebelein).”  “Because they have hope the Thessalonian Christians should not sorrow as unbelievers do.  The contrast does not lie in the degree or nature of sorrow, i.e. as if Christians could sorrow but not as much as unbelievers, but lies between Christian hope and pagan sorrow.  Christians may sorrow when they lose someone they love, but this is not the issue here; rather here they do not sorrow in so far as the parousia is concerned, for those whom they have loved will not be excluded from its joy.  And their sorrow is not for themselves, brought on through fear that they may die, but for their dead friends, since 4:13 refers to the dead and not to the dying, let alone those about to die (Best).”  “That Christians should not ‘grieve’ like others has sometimes been taken to mean that they may sorrow but only to a lesser degree than the heathen.  This seems to be straining the Greek.  We need not doubt that a certain sadness at parting is natural and inevitable (Morris).”  Paul’s “contrast is not between one degree of sorrow and another, but between Christian hope and pagan despair (Morris).”  “When the non-Christian world is characterized as lacking hope it is probably not the absence of the hope of an afterlife that is primarily in mind, but the absence of the knowledge of God, much like those whom Paul describes as ‘without hope and without God in the world (Eph 2:12)’ (Morris 1992).”  “Whether we live or whether we die, we do not go beyond His power.  Even in the face of death, that antagonist that no human can tame, we can remain calm and triumphant, for we know that those who sleep sleep in Jesus and that they have their place in the final scheme of things (Morris).”


“rest of men”  Here “is a general term for the whole non-Christian world (Morris);” a reference to unbelievers (Elwell; Eph 2:3).  “Few things are more impressive in the contrast between early Christianity and the surrounding pagan systems than their attitudes in the face of death.  Nowhere outside Christianity do we find at this period any widespread view of a worthwhile life beyond the grave (Morris).”  “The hopelessness of much of the pagan world of that day in the face of death is well illustrated by contemporary literary and epigraphic material (Bruce).”  The Thessalonians “lacking full knowledge of the Christian hope, ... were like non-Christians, ‘without hope and without God’ (Eph 2:12; Wenham).”  “When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered (Ac 17:32a).”


“who have no hope”  “Hope was one of the chief emphases of the gospel; it was a feature of Christian experience (Bruce).”  Christian hope “can be expressed in different ways: they will be raised as Christ has already been raised [and] after death they will live with Christ (Best).”  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death is your sting (1Co 15:55)?”  “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain … I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far (Php 1:21-23).”

“The typical attitude of the ancient world to death was one of utter hopelessness (Morris).”  “A life without hope is a sad life.  If someone does not believe in a world beyond the grave, he must hope for a better future on earth, for man lives on hope.  He cannot live without it; he becomes sad, whether he wants to admit his sadness or not (Schurmann).”  “The pagan world in Paul’s day had no hope of life after death.  A typical inscription on a grave demonstrates this fact: ‘I was.  I became.  I am not.  I care not’ (Wiersbe).”  “It is wrong to say that the rest of men had no hope whatsoever. Many philosophers had taught that the soul was immortal, though other philosophers disagreed; but philosophic teaching had hardly penetrated to the common people.  The mystery religions did say something about an after-life.  But those who accepted these ideas were at best only a part of the ancient world, and nowhere among the Greeks was the resurrection of the body accepted; life after death was proclaimed with much less certainty than among the early Christians (Best).”  “Non-Christians sorrow out of pity for the departed who have ventured into an unknown realm (Gaebelein).”  “What hope there was of an after-life was not similar to Paul’s idea of an enlarged life ‘with Christ,’ for this, rather than continued existence, is the nature of the Christian hope (Best).”  “Whereas the pagan was characterized in 4:5 as not knowing God, he is characterized here as not having hope.  The two are not unrelated: in so far as the pagan has gods, they are unable to give him the hope that is given to the Christian by his God through the resurrection of Jesus (Best).”  “All people have hopes and dreams, but those outside Christ have no hope in the sense that they do not have the hope of eternal life.  To be without God is to be without hope (Eph 2:12).  To die in Christ is to have the hope of the resurrection, and so believers, though they grieve when they lose loved ones, need not grieve in despair like ‘the rest’ (Elwell).”  “Christians do grieve over the loss of loved ones.’  This is a normal human experience which even Jesus shared.   But the grief of Christians differs from that of unbelievers, for the latter have no hope of bodily resurrection to glory with Christ (Walvoord).”  “Faith knows about the glorious future.  Even at the grave the Christian still retains his hope (Schurmann).”

“One mark of a true Christian is his eager looking for the coming of Jesus Christ.  As we grow in the Lord, we not only look for His appearing, but we love His appearing (2Tim 4:8; Wiersbe).”  “And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming (1Jn 2:28).”

14. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in Him.


“believe that”  ‘If we believe.’  The word ‘if’ is omitted in the NIV.  “God’s action leaves no room for doubts (Morris).”  The use of the “first plural is not that of personal conviction but of the testimony of the church to its essential belief (Best).”  “The first plural also includes the Thessalonian dead; if they had not believed that Jesus died and rose they would not appear at the parousia (Best).”  “The fact of Jesus’ death and resurrection guarantees as its sequel the eventual resurrection of the dead in Christ (Gaebelein).”


"Jesus"  Here the Lord's name appears without any adjective attached to it, a form rare in the NT outside of the Synoptic Gospels and Ac (Bromiley). These words “might be wrongly construed as implying that belief in historical facts or in a theological proposition ensures appearance with Christ at the paoursia.  Paul writes much more frequently of ‘belief’ using a personal object, God or Christ, and the term then takes on the tone of personal trust.  But such personal trust cannot be dissociated from the person in whom the trust is placed and so occasionally, as here, it is stated in terms of the activity of that person; he is shown to be a person who can be trusted.  Faith must always have an object and the object must be able to be expressed with historical and intellectual content otherwise it becomes self-faith and eventually disappears.  Hence the credal statements of the NT always possess this historical and intellectual content (Best).”

“died”  “In the NT there are 2 distinct strands of teaching about death.  On the one hand it is the most natural of all things and is an inevitable part of the conditions of our earthly existence.  On the other hand it is completely unnatural, a horror, the result of sin.  Christ in His death bore the wages of sin.  He endured the worst that death can possibly be.  Thereby He transformed the whole position of those who are in Him.  It is because there was no mitigation of the horror of death for Him that there is no horror in death for His people (Morris 1991).”  “Paul does not say that Christ ‘slept,’ perhaps to underscore the fact that He bore the full horror of death so that those who believe in Him would not have to (Barker).”  That Paul does not say that Christ slept, but rather that he died, may be to undercore the reality of Christ’s death (Elwell).  “It is because [Christ] died that we need not fear death (Wiersbe).”  “Christ endured the full horror of that death that is the wages of sin and thus transformed death for His followers into sleep (Morris).”  “The reality of His death points to the divine miracle accomplished in His resurrection (Bruce).”


“rose again”  “The resurrection was the great event that demonstrated that death really was conquered (Morris 1991).”  “The resurrection is the great triumphant act wherein the divine quality of the Christian gospel is conclusively demonstrated.  In the light of the resurrection there can be no doubt that God was in Christ, and if God was in Christ, then, just as He raised His Son, so in due time He will raise those who have ‘fallen asleep in’ Jesus (Morris 1991).”  “The certainty of the Christian’s resurrection is based on the fact of Christ’s resurrection (Ryrie).”  “Christian confidence in the resurrection is not the result of speculation; it is not the product of wish-fulfillment.  Rather it is based on a historical event - the resurrection of Christ (Elwell).”  “If God acted in the past to raise Jesus from the dead, He could be relied upon to act again along those lines (Williams).”  “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith (1Co 15:14).”  “Christ is the ‘first fruit of those who have fallen asleep’ (1Co 15:20).  The general resurrection of the dead has already begun with the resurrection of Christ.  But not only that: the resurrected Christ is also the reason for our resurrection (Schurmann).”  “The continuing life of [God’s] people depends on, and is indeed an extension of, [Christ’s] own life (Bruce).”  see also 1Co 15:17-22


“God will bring”  “Having used the creed which spoke of the death of Jesus Paul now makes God the subject of the main clause – thus returning to his normal mode of expression (‘God raises Jesus’ and not “Jesus rises’) – and implies that even in v. 14a God is the real subject.  It is primitive Christian testimony that the parousia is God’s act and its time lies in God’s hands (Mk 13:32; Best).”  “God is supreme, and when He sees that the time has come, He will draw this age to its close and usher in the new age with the parousia (Morris).”  “The words ‘God will bring’ point to a continuing movement heavenward after the meeting in the air, until the arrival in the Father’s presence (Gaebelin).”


“God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him”  “It is likely … that we should understand the passage as ARV, ‘them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with Him’ (Morris 1991).”  “To be brought with Jesus presupposes rising from the dead as part of the process (Gaebelein).”  “Paul says nothing as yet about the dead being raised to share in this event, but it is obvious that, it they are going to share in it, they must be resurrected in order to do so (Wenham).”  “It follows that the God who raised Jesus will bring with Him the people for whom He died, and who died believing in Him (Wenham).”  “The Christian doctrine of resurrection assures us that death is not the end (Wiersbe).”  “Paul did not say that the soul went to sleep at death.  He made it clear that the soul of the believer went to be with the Lord (Wiersbe).”  “[Christ] cannot bring [believers] when He returns unless they are with Him.  It is not the soul that sleeps; it is the body (Wiersbe).”  “Because the grave could not hold Christ and He rose, breaking the bonds of death, Paul assures his readers .. [that] .. Christ’s resurrection guarantees the resurrection of those who die in Him (Elwell).”  Wiersbe writes; “I recall stating to a friend, ‘I hear you lost your wife.  I’m very sorry.’  He replied, ‘No, I didn’t lose her.  You can’t lose something when you know where it is - and I know where she is!’”


“with Jesus”  The “ultimate anticipation is not just that of being raised, but that of being ‘with Jesus’ (Gaebelein).”  “The difficulty is that ‘in Jesus’ is literally ‘through Jesus’ (Morris 1991).”  “If ‘through Jesus’ be construed with ‘those who have fallen asleep,’ then it balances ‘with Him’ naturally construed with ‘will bring.’  Death ‘through Jesus’ is but the prelude to resurrection ‘with Jesus.’  “Jesus is the means by which God achieves man’s salvation (Best).”  “The meaning is probably that it is through what Jesus has done, through Jesus, that Christians ‘sleep’ only, and do not undergo the horrors of death (Morris 1991).”  “The phrase [through Jesus] points to Jesus as the mediating link between His people’s sleep and their resurrection at the hands of God (Bruce).”  “It is all-important that the Christian dead will be brought back to appear with Jesus at the time of His parousia together with the Christian living (Best).”


“Jesus”  “Outside this verse the designation of our Lord simply as ‘Jesus’ is found in these epistles once only (1:10).  It is the name that brings before us the Man of Nazareth, the human Jesus.  In this context we are reminded of the historical facts of the death and resurrection.  These things really happened, and they happened to Jesus (Morris 1991).”


“fallen asleep”  “We may merely ‘sleep’ because He has spared us the necessity of dying in the sense of being separated, cut off from the presence of God … by virtue of His death and resurrection (Williams).”  Christ’s “people’s resurrection is a corollary of His, and therefore their death can be described as ‘falling asleep’ in the new Christian sense of that figure, but there was no precedent for His resurrection (Bruce).”  “Perhaps our best understanding of [this phrase] is that death has been transformed into sleep through Jesus (Morris).”  “Man does not simply have a body that he thinks he can do without and without which he probably even imagines he might live better; rather, man lives bodily with all his senses.  He is bodily determined through and through.  A disembodied life of the soul after death did not seem to the man of antiquity a full human life, but resembled more a twilight sleep.  That is why both Jews and Christians rightly hope for the full salvation of bodily resurrection and a new creation.  But how can this be?  We can only point to Christ: we shall resemble the risen Lord (Php 3:20f; Schurmann).”  “For the natural man death is the antagonist that no one can defeat, but for the Christian it is completely without terrors.  It is no more than sleep, and the transformation is brought about ‘through Jesus’ (Morris).”


“in Him”  “Death for Paul did not mean a state of unconscious repose, but a condition of being with Christ (Gaebelein).”  “Paul viewed ‘those who sleep’ as continuing their relationship with Christ in heaven while their bodies were in the grave (Gaebelein).”  “Those who are ‘in Christ’ in life, are ‘in Christ’ also when they die.  The fellowship with Christ established by faith is not broken by death (Elwell).”  “The man who has lived and died in Christ is still in Christ even in death and will rise in Him.  Between Christ and the man who loves Him there is a relationship which nothing can break, a relationship which overpasses death (Barclay)."  “As all salvation comes from Him, so also will this last great saving deed.  Even the dead will be able to march in the triumphal procession of Christ when the victorious end comes (Schurmann).”  “It is Christ in and through whom our resurrection will be achieved (Schurmann).”

15. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.


“According to the Lord’s own word”  “If by reference to this teaching we can show that it is early, we have taken an important step towards establishing its authenticity, which is to say that it had its origin in Jesus’ teaching (Williams).”  “’The Lord’s own word,’ therefore, is probably a direct revelation to the Church through one of her prophets, Paul himself or possibly some other.  The NT prophet’s function was to instruct and console believers, utilizing predictions about the future in the process.  Since these elements are prominent here and since 1Co 15:51 classifies this subject as ‘mystery’ revelation, which is the character of prophetic utterances, this explanation of Paul’s external authority is quite satisfactory.  Nowhere in these Epistles are the addressees reminded of having heard this teaching previously, though they were fully informed about the day of the Lord (Gaebelein).”

“We Christians need not wonder about death or life after death, for we have a revelation from God in His Word (Wiersbe).”  “The authority of God’s Word gives us the assurance and comfort we need (Wiersbe).”  “The traditions of Jesus’ teaching were far more extensive than the written records we possess (Williams).”  “The word of the Lord might refer to an utterance of the historical Jesus handed down by tradition in the Church or to a prophetic utterance in Jesus’ name (Bruce).”  “The tradition of the Jerusalem Church is at least in substance behind the ‘word of the Lord’ on the parousia and resurrection (Bruce).”  “The most natural understanding of ‘the Lord’s own word’ is that Paul is quoting a saying of Jesus: but there is no saying in the Gospels exactly like this.  There is nothing improbable in the suggestion that Paul is quoting an otherwise unrecorded saying, for there is much that is not included in the canonical Gospels (Jn 20:30; 21:25).  To the objection that such a saying must have been included in the Gospels if Jesus had said it, it is fair to retort that we do not know why the writers included some sayings and omitted others (Morris).”  “Paul is not simply expressing a personal opinion, and so his instructions must be taken seriously (Elwell).”  “Why substitute human speculation for divine revelation (Wiersbe)?”  “On the authority of the Word of God, we also know what will happen; Jesus Christ will one day return and bring His people with Him (Wiersbe).”  “The doctrine mentioned here is not recorded in the Gospels and was either direct revelation to Paul or something Jesus said that Christians passed on orally (Barker).”  Marshall disagrees with Barker.  Marshall sees this as a reference to Mt 24:30-31 (Wenham).  “The writer’s may be communicating something which was uttered by a prophet in the name of the risen Lord.  In OT times ‘the word of the Lord’ was regularly conveyed through the lips of prophets.  Paul and Silvanus were themselves acknowledged to be prophets (Bruce).”  “It is important to note that the revelation concerning death and the afterlife was not given all at one time.  Many cults use verses from Ps and Ec to ‘prove’ their false doctrines.  These verses seem to teach that the grave is the end, or that the soul ‘sleeps’ till the resurrection.  We must keep in mind that God’s revelation was gruadual and progressive, and that it climaxed in the coming of Christ, ‘who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel (2Ti 1:10b NASB).’  We look to the Christ and the NT for the complete revelation concerning death.  God gave Paul a special revelation concerning the resurrection and the return of Christ (1Co 15:51-54).  What Paul taught agreed with what Jesus taught (Jn 5:24-29; 11:21-27).  And God’s revelation is based on the historic fact of Christ’s resurrection.  Since our Saviour has conquered death, we need not fear death or the future (1Co15:12ff; Wiersbe).”  “We should also keep in mind that elsewhere Paul took pains to distinguish between his teaching and that of Jesus (1Co 7:10-12).  If then, he calls this teaching ‘the Lord’s own word,’ we may be sure that Paul had reason to think it was (Williams).”


“we”  “Likely the pronoun simply means ‘us Christians,’ without particular reference to himself (Williams).”  “‘We’ does not necessarily mean that Paul thought that he would be alive then.  He often identified himself with those he wrote to or about (Barker).”  “It is not likely that Paul without agreeing with it takes up an idea of the Thessalonians that the parousia is near and that they will be alive when it comes, for there is ample evidence that he in common with all primitive Christianity believed it was near and he must have reckoned with the possibility that he would survive to it (Best).”  “...a literal interpretation of Paul’s words .... requires that Paul also taught that all the Thessalonians living at the time of his writing would likewise be alive at the parousia, for the ‘we’ includes them as well (Stein).”  “....in 5:10 Paul uses ‘we’ to describe both those who are awake (i.e., living) at the time of the Lord’s return and those who are asleep (Stein).”  “The fact that Paul does not say [in 5:10], ‘so that we who are awake and those who are asleep,’ but rather, ‘so that whether we wake or sleep,’ indicates that Paul is not claiming .... that he will be alive at the parousia (Stein).”  Nowhere does Paul appeal to a revelation that he would be alive at the parousia (Stein).  “Paul … put himself in the living group; he thought that Christ would probably return in his lifetime, or at least he allowed for its possibility (Walvoord).”  “To theorize that Paul was mistaken and to consider biblical inspiration in the light of such errors is to ignore Paul’s avoidance at date setting.  In view of Jesus’ teaching about our not knowing the day or hour of his coming, surely Paul would not limit it to his own lifespan (Gaebelein).”  “He may therefore always have had both possibilities before him and this would appear to be so at 1Th 5:10; he did not know the date of the parousia but expected it soon and therefore had to reckon with what would happen if he died prior to it and if he lived to it (Best).”  “By the time 2Co was written, however, Pal explicitly associated himself with those who would die before the Parousia and would have to be raised from the dead (2Co 4:14; Bruce).”


“The fact that Paul used the pronoun ‘we’ ... suggests that he expected to be alive when the Lord returned.  Theologians call this the doctrine of the imminent return of Christ.  Imminent means that it can happen at any moment.  As Christians, we do not look for signs, nor must any special events transpire before the Lord can return.  These great events will take place ‘in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye’ (1Co 15:52; Wiersbe).” Paul sets “an example of expectancy for the Church of all ages.  Proper Christian anticipation includes the imminent return of Christ.  His coming will be sudden and unexpected, an any-moment possibility.  This means that no divinely revealed prophecies remain to be fulfilled before that event.  Without setting a deadline, Paul hoped that it would transpire in his own lifetime (Gaebelein).”  “Paul along with all primitive Christianity, reckoned on the propect of remaining alive till Christ returned.  A personal hope of this type characterized him throughout his days.  Had this not been the Thessalonians’ outlook, their question regarding the dead in Christ and exclusion from the parousia would have been meaningless (Gaebelein).”

“we who are still alive”  “What Paul is primarily emphasizing .... is not that he and the recipients of this letter will be alive when Jesus returns (Stein).”  “Since the contrast lies between those Thessalonians who are dead in Christ and those who are alive, where else can Paul include himself and the recipients of this letter except with those who are alive (Stein)?”  “Paul consistently refused to commit himself to dates: indeed, in this very context he writes as though he did not know when it would be (5:1-2); further, he holds that both waking and sleeping are possibilities for him and his converts (5:10; Morris).”  “Whether we Christians live or die, we have nothing to fear because Jesus will come either with us or for us (Wiersbe).”  “In fact, Christians should always live as if Christ’s coming is near (Elwell).”  “Paul did not teach that the Parousia was near; but, like every true Christian, he firmly hoped that it was so (Morris).”  “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me.  Yet what shall I choose?  I do not know!  I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is necessary for you that I remain in the body (Php 1:20-24).”  “If the words used here be held to prove that Paul expected to be alive at the parousia, then equally other words of his ‘prove’ that he expected to be dead (2Co 5:9; Morris).”


“who are left”  “It seems reasonable to conclude that Paul by [this addition] was indicating that he was uncertain as to whether he and the recipients of his letter would be left when the Lord returned, so he qualified the ‘we’ in this manner (Stein).”


“and remain until the coming of the Lord”  “Because the resurrection hope, for Paul, was grounded in the saving work of Christ, the question when it would be realized was of secondary importance.  He nowhere claims to know the time of the expected Advent of Christ, so he could not know whether he would be alive or not when it took place.  If, in his earlier letters, he associates himself with those who will survive to the great event and, in his later letters, with those who will then be raised from the dead, this was a natural shift in perspective arising from advancing years and changing circumstances.  The shift in perspective involved no change in eschatological faith and no diminution of hope.  The called ‘delay of the parousia’ was no problem for Paul (Bruce).”


“will certainly not precede”  “The Thessalonians may have been unsure as to how the resurrection related to the coming of the Lord.  Would it be before or after?  If after, then surely those living would have the advantage of witnessing what the dead would not (Williams).”  “Apparently, the Thessalonians had a wrong idea of the succession of events.  They thought that the resurrection of the dead would not take place until just before the judgment and in order for them to be judge, that is after the parousia of Christ (Schurmann).”  “The bodies of dead Christians will also be resurrected immediately before living Christians are conveyed upward (Walvoord).”  Rather than “being left out of the glorious events associated with the second coming of the Lord, [the dead] will have precedence over those still living” (Wenham).  “Apparently some Thessalonians feared that the dead in Christ would suffer unfair disadvantages (Elwell).”  “The Thessalonians had evidently been concerned that those among them who died would miss their place in the great events when the Lord comes, and Paul assures them this will not be the case (Barker).”  “It was held in Judaism that those who were alive at the end of the world would fare better than the dead (Elwell).”


“coming”  The Greek word is parousian which Marshall translates as “presence”.  “The parousia of Jesus is related to the catching away of living believers and of deceased believers who are raised from their graves - a teaching known as the ‘rapture’ of the church (Lindsell).”  Rapture is taken from the Latin word raptus, meaning being caught away (Lindsell).  “Premillennialists hold that the rapture sets the stage for Christ’s millenial kingdom.  Within this interpretation, there are 3 views commonly held about the relation of the rapture to the great tribulation: 1). pretribulation rapturists believe that the church will be caught away into the air before the great tribulation begins (Mt 24:15; Rev 7:14), 2). midtribulation rapturists believe the church will be exposed to the wrath of wicked people but will be caught away just before the 2nd half of the tribulation when God pours out his wrath on humankind, 3). posttribulation rapturists believe the church will go through the tribulation but will be miraculously preserved by the power of God, just as the children of Israel were preserved from the plagues in Egypt.  None of these 3 views is explicitly taught in the Scriptures (Lindsell).”  “It is wrong to set dates (Wiersbe).”


“those who have fallen asleep”  “Presumably the Thessalonian Christians had wondered if those of their number who had died would suffer any disadvantage through not being alive to witness the Parousia and participate in its attendant glory.  Since they had learned about Jesus’ being raised from the dead (1:10), they had probably learned something about the eventual resurrection of His people; but they were not sure what relation the Resurrection bore to the Parousia.  If it took place after the Parousia, then the dead would miss something which the living would enjoy, even if they were eventually to be brought back to resurrection life.  Hence the readers are assured that their departed friends will suffer no disadvantage when the Lord comes (Bruce).”

16. For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.


“1Co 15:52 indicates that this will happen so suddenly that it will be over in the twinkling of an eye.  Since the shout, voice, and trumpet apply to God’s people, there is no reason to believe that the unsaved masses will hear them.  If they do, they will hear sounds without meanings (Wiersbe).”  “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.’  The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to Him (Jn 12:28a-29).”  “Except for those who know the Bible teaching, the world will wonder at what has happened (Wiersbe).”  Marshall feels that “this language was probably never intended to be understood absolutely literally; it is describing things that go beyond words (Wenham).”  “As a description it is brief and the exact connotation of its various constituents is imprecise to us, for though the images are common in apocalyptic thought they are used in many varying ways (Best).”  “Imagery is necessary; given the in-breaking of the divine into the human sphere we cannot do other than express it in mythological terms (Best).”


“the Lord Himself”  Jesus Christ, “not man, ushers in the great event that marks the end of the age” (Elwell).  “By the words ‘the Lord Himself’ Paul emphasized that it would be the same Jesus who had ascended through the clouds (Walvoord).”  “That [Christ] personally plays [this] role and does not send a representative is highlighted by the emphatic pronoun … ‘Himself’ (Williams).”


“will come down from heaven”  “Just as God intervened in history through his Son’s first coming, so He will do at His return (Gaebelein).”  “Jesus’ divine role is indicated by the phrase, ‘from heaven’ (Williams).”  “The Advent of the Lord is described in terms associated with manifestations of the divine glory in the OT.  If an OT prophet could cry to the God of Israel, ‘O that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down (Isa 64:1),’ the answer to such a prayer is promised in Christ’s descent from heaven (Bruce).”  “Jesus Christ now sits at the right hand of God in heaven.  He will leave this position and descend to the earth (Walvoord).”  And He, not some deputy, will come back from heaven, the dwelling place of God (Elwell).”  “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven (Ac1:11b).”  “Our true citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body (Php 3:20-21).”


“with a loud command”  The Greek word is keleusma.  Thomas translates keleusma as “a shout of command.”  “The purpose [of the command] is to awaken ‘those who have fallen asleep’ (Gaebelein).”  “Always there is a ring of authority about it and a note of urgency (Williams).”  “Philo speaks of God as gathering people together from the ends of the earth with one shout of command (Bruce).”  “The ‘loud command’ is used of the cry of the charioteer to his horses or the hunter to his hounds; it is the shout of the ship’s master to the rowers, or of the commander to his soldiers.  Always there is the ring of authority and the note of urgency (Morris).”  “Christ’s return for His saints will be announced form heaven forcefully and dramatically (Walvoord).”  “This military noun may suggest that the heavenly Leader gives His armies the command to move for the final showdown with evil powers (Rev 19).  Or, the shouted command may be a signal for the dead to rise (Elwell).”  “Here it is the Lord Himself who shouts the quickening word, which commands a ready and obedient response (Bruce).”  “The command, the angelic voice and the trumpet are interpreted as means of rousing those who are asleep in death and raising them to be with the Lord (Wenham).”  “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice (Jn 5:28).”  “It is not said who will utter the ‘command,’ but it may well be the Lord (Morris).”  “Jesus Christ will give ‘a shout of command,’ just as He did outside the tomb of Lazarus (Jn 11:43).  “We should reject translations that might give the impression that the Lord responds to a command.  He is in control (Morris).”


“voice”  “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live (Jn 5:25).”


“archangel”  “Who the archangel is whose voice will be heard at Christ’s coming is not stated (Elwell).”  “The only named archangel in the Bible is Michael (Jude 9, Barker).”  Is it the Michael of Dan 10:13;21?  “Just as the angelic world participated in Christ’s first coming (Lk 2:8-14), so it will attend His second coming (Elwell).”  “The archangel and the trumpet stand in proximity and may in fact express the same summons (Elwell).”


“the trumpet call of God”  “And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the 4 winds, from one end of the heavens to the other (Mt 24:31).”  “For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed (1Co 15:52b).”  “The Jewish people were familiar with trumpets, because trumpets were used to declare war, to announce special times and seasons, and to gather the people for a journey (Nu 10:1-10; Wiersbe).”  “The reference to ‘the trumpet call of God’ has a rich OT background.  At Sinai the trumpets blew and Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God (Ex 19:16-19).  “In the Roman Empire, trumpets were used to announce the arrival of a great person (Wiersbe).”  “The picture is that of a group of citizens going out from a city to meet a visiting dignitary and acompany him back (Wenham).”  “Similarly at the parousia the trumpet will sound and God’s people will go out to meet the Lord.  In the OT , the trumpet also came to be connected with the day of the Lord (Joel 2:1, 15; Zech 9:14; Wiersbe).”  “The trumpet is associated with divine activity in the OT and is linked elsewhere with the parousia (Morris).”  “Some hold that [the rapture] will be secret, but Paul seems to be describing something open and public, with loud voices and a trumpet blast (Barker).”  “From the close association of angels with the trumpet blast in [Mt 24:31 and Rev 11:15] it is probable that the archangel’s voice and trumpet of God here are 2 ways of expressing the same summons (Bruce).”  “Jesus’ coming will be with irresistible authority and indescribable grandeur (Willliams).”


“the dead in Christ will rise first”  The dead in Christ will rise “ before the ascension of believers mentioned in” v.17 (Barker).  “For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed (1Co 1552b).”  “In Paul’s day, the Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead, the Sadduccees did not (Ac 23:8).  Jesus taught the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead and silenced the Sadducees (Mt 22:23-33).  The OT Scriptures taught this doctrine (Job 14:13-15; 19:23-27; Dan 12:2; Wiersbe).”  “To the Greeks, being rid of the body was their great hope.  Why would any man want to have his body resurrected?  Furthermore, how could his body be resurrected, when the elements of the body would decay and become a part of the earth?  To them, the doctrine of resurrection was foolish and impossible (Wiersbe).”  Gonzalez summarizes the prevailing public views of the Christian doctrine of resurrection with these words; “And the doctrine itself of a final resurrection is the high point of Christian nonsense.  What will happen to those bodies whose bodies were destroyed by fire, or eaten by beasts or by fish?  Will God scour the world after bits and pieces of each body?  What will God do with those parts of matter that have belonged to more than one body?  Will they be given to their first owner?  Will that leave a gap in the risen bodies of all later owners?”  Gonzalez provides the early church apologists’ response to these questions; “If God made all bodies out of nothing, why would it be impossible for the same God to create them anew, even after they have been dead and scattered?”  “This does not mean that He will put the elements of the body together again, for resurrection is not ‘reconstruction’ (Wiersbe).”  Paul pointed out in 1Co 15:35ff “that the resurrection of the human body is like the growing of a plant from a seed.  The flower is not the identical seed that was planted, yet there is continuity from seed to plant.  Christians shall receive glorified bodies, like the glorified body of Christ (1Co 15:47-58; Wiersbe).”  “But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body (Php 3:20-21).”  “They will have precedence over the living saints, and will not be at a disadvantage (Elwell).”


Jn 5:28-29 and Rev 20:1-6 depict 2 future resurrections (Wiersbe).  The first resurrection is the one described here.  “At the end of time, just before God ushers in the new heaven and earth, there will be another resurrection.  This is called ‘the second’ resurrection’ or ‘the resurrection of judgment’ (Wiersbe).”  Walvoord feels that “’the dead in Christ will be resurrected, that is believers of this dispensation will be raised.  OT saints will evidently be raised at the end of the Great Tribulation (Dan 12:2), for the phrase ‘in Christ’ refers exclusively to Church-Age saints.” 
“dead in Christ”  “Those who have existed in Christ in mortal life remain in Christ after death (Bruce).”  “Paul offers no account of an intermediate state between private death and the public event of the Parousia, except to assert that every Christian is somewhere in Christ’s care (Williams).”

17. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.


“After that”  “Only a moment will separate the resurrection of the dead and the translation of the living (Walvoord).”  “The interval separating the 2 groups will be infinitesimally small (Gaebelein).”


“we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them”  “While Paul struggles to show that the dead will not be disadvanted, by the same token this ‘word of the Lord’ shows that neither will the living (Williams).”  “When Jesus Christ returns in the air, He will call to Himself only those who are saved through faith in Him (Wiersbe).”  “This means we should live each moment in the expectation of our Lord’s return, lest He come and find us out of His will (Wiersbe).”  “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies Himself, just as He is pure (1Jn 3:2-3).”

“caught up”  This is the only place in the NT to which a ‘rapture’ (from the Latin Vulgate rendering) is clearly referred (Ryrie).  “The Latin word rapto means ‘to seize, to carry off’; and from it we get our English word ‘rapture’ (Wiersbe).”  The Greek word is harpazo.  It appears 14 times in the NT.  Bromiley defines harpazo as “to steal, to capture, to snatch, to seize, to take by force, to catch away.”  “This verb conveys the idea of force suddenly exercised (Vine).”  “So sudden will it be that Paul likens it to a blinking of an eye (1Co 15:52; Gaebelein).”  “The verb harpagesometha combines the ideas of force and suddenness seen in the irresistible power of God (Morris).”  “In this rapid sequence the living will undergo an immediate change from mortality to immortality, after which they will be insusceptible to death (Gaebelin).”  Harpazo is used in Ac 8:39 to describe Philip being caught away by the Spirit “after he had led the Ethiopian to Christ” (Wiersbe).  Harpazo, as used in Jn 6:15, involves the use of force.  “The verb harpazo implies violent action, sometimes indeed to the benefit of its object, as when the Roman soldiers snatched Paul from the rioters in the Jerusalem council-chamber (Ac 23:10; Bruce).”  “Does this suggest that Satan and his armies will try to keep us from leaving the earth (Wiersbe)?”  Does this “suggest that some of the saints will be so attached to the world that they must literally be dragged away?  Like Lot being delivered from Sodom,” will they be scarcely saved (Ge 19:16; Wiersbe)?  Wiersbe asserts that Paul being taken away by force; rescued, “suggests that the church will be taken home before the time of Tribulation that will come to the world from God.”  Paul also used harpazo when describing his own experience of being ‘caught up’ into heaven (2Co12:2,4).  

“The events described here and in the parallel passage, 1Co 15, differ considerably from those that will accompany Christ’s return to the earth to set up His earthly kingdom (Rev 19:11-21).  This difference substantiates the distincition betwee the Rapture and the 2nd Coming (Walvoord).”  “The rapture or catching up of believers described here involves both those who have died and those who are living when the Lord comes.  His coming here is in ‘in the air,’ not to the earth, and will occur just prior to the beginning of the tribulation period (Rev 3:10; Ryrie).  “When the Lord returns in the air, we who are alive will be caught away quickly, in the twinkling of an eye (Wiersbe).”  “Millions of people will vanish instantly, and no doubt there will be chaos and great concern (Wiersbe).”  “We must probably understand this removal as a transformation.  Like those who have been resurrected, those who are still alive are taken to Christ and thus passed into another mode of being (Schurman).”


“together”  “’Together with them,’ is emphasized by placing it early in the sentence before the verb.  Thus for all practical purposes, the resurrection of the dead and the Rapture of the living will be simultaneous (Williams).”  “When the Lord returns, He will bring the soul with Him, will raise the body in glory, and will unite body and soul into one being to share His glory forever (Wiersbe).”  “The believers living at the time of Christ’s return will be snatched away together with the resurrected saints (Elwell).”  “We will not only meet the Lord Jesus Christ at the Rapture, but will also be reunited with our believing friends and loved ones who have died.  ‘Together with them’ is a great statement of encouragement.  Death is the great separator, but Jesus Christ is the great Reconciler (Wiersbe).”  “On the Mount of Transfiguration, the 3 disciples knew and recognized Moses and Elijah (Mt 17:1-5).  Certainly, the saints will know each other in glory (Wiersbe).”


“with them”  “We should not overlook the fact that believers will be caught up ‘with them.’  “There will be a reunion with Christ, but there will also be a reunion with the friends who have gone before (Morris).”


“in the clouds”  “Clouds are frequently associated with divine appearances and activity (Morris).”  “Clouds speak of both hiddenness and revelation (Elwell).”  “Clouds are a regular feature of the revelation of God in His glory.  The cloud enveloped Sinai when God made the covenant with Israel (Ex 19:16).  When God made Himself known in the tabernacle (Ex 40:34) or in the temple (1Ki 8:10-11), it was a cloud.  Also, Daniel sees one like the Son of man coming in ‘the clouds of heaven (Dan 7:13).’  The day of the Lord is a day of clouds (Ez 30:3; Joel 2:2; Elwell).”  “Clouds are a regular feature of biblical theophanies: the divine glory is veiled in clouds, shines forth from them and retreats into them (Bruce).”  “The cloud which received Jesus out of the disciples’ sight on the latter occasion has a bearing on the angelic assurance that He would come ‘in the same way’ as they had seen Him go (Ac 1:11; Bruce).”


“meet the Lord”  “The Greek word [apantesis] translated ‘meet’ carries the idea of meeting a royal person or an important person (Wiersbe).”  “When a dignitary paid an official visit to a city in Hellenistic ties, the action of the leading citizens in going out to mee him and escort him back on the final stage of his journey was called apantesis (Bruce).”  This suggests “the possibility that the Lord is pictured here as escorted on the remainder of His journey to earth by His people – both those newly raised from the dead and those who have remained alive (Bruce).”  “Whether or not this is true is debatable.  Even if it were true, Christ would not necessarily be escorted back to earth immediately (Gaebelein).”  “It cannot be determined from what is said here whether the Lord (with His people) continues His journey to earth or returns to heaven.  Similarly it is not certain whether the Son of Man, coming ‘in clouds’, is on His way to earth or to the throne of God (Bruce).”  When we meet the Lord in the air, “it will be an everlasting meeting, for we shall be ‘forever with the Lord’ (Wiersbe)”.  “The goal of redemption is not just to rescue us from judgment, but to relate us to Christ (Wiersbe).”


“air”  “The meeting cannot take place on the earth.  The wrath that will then break upon the unbelieving world will not touch believers, for they will be snatched away, taken to Christ.  Thus from Jesus we may not only hope for the forgiveness of sins, but also preservation from punishment and from final damnation (Schurmann).”  “Air is used here, it seems, much like the ‘clouds.’  Sometimes, however, the air was viewed as the abode of evil spirits (Eph 2:2).  If that is meant, then Paul is saying that Christ’s final triumph is celebrated on the very terrain where evil held sway for so long (Elwell).”


“And so we will be with the Lord forever.”  “To ‘be with the Lord forever’ represents the fruition of a relationship begun at the new birth and far outweighs any other consideration of time and eternity (Gaebelein).”  “Christ is central to all the blessings that God has for us – in a sense we might say that He is those blessings – and this will never be more true than at the consummation of our salvation.  The Christian’s final state of blessedness is to be with Christ (Williams).”  “The union of Christ with those who believe in Him is the goal of history (Schurmann).”  “The Lord will take living believers to the place He is presently preparing for them (Jn 14:2-3).  But the place where Christians will be was not so important to Paul as the Person with whom they will be (Walvoord).”  “The important thing is that believers, whether the dead or the living, are from then on with the Lord forever (Wenham).”  “The chief hope of the believer” is to be with the Lord (Barker).  “All imaginable bliss is summed up in this word of assurance (Elwell).”  “Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a home for us (Jn 14:1-6), and when He comes, He will take us to that glorious place.  We are pilgrims and strangers in this world (Wiersbe).”  “To be ‘with Him’ is the fulfillment and the whole of happiness; ‘exclusion from the presence of the Lord’ is, on the other hand, ‘eternal destruction (2Th 1:9).’”
18. Therefore encourage each other with these words.


“The same expression occurs of general Christian duty in 5:11 below, but in the present context the sense of ‘comfort’ is uppermost (Bruce).”  “From this concluding comment it is obvious that Paul’s instructions are not simply academic but are an expression of concern for his converts (Elwell).”  “Paul calls on his readers not simply to take heart, but actively to ‘encourage’ each other with what he has written (Morris).”  “The logical and practical outcome of this revelation is comfort and encouragement (Walvoord).”  “The primary purpose of vv. 13-18 is not to give a chronology of future events, though that is involved, but to urge mutual encouragement (Barker).”  “It is important that Christians comfort one another.  They must show one another that the situation is not hopeless, that there is a future for them (Schurmann).”

“Paul’s words are a source of continual strengthening for the believer, not a spur to fascination with the future.  They convey the assurance that the power of God will never be defeated (Morris).”  “The facts that Christians who have died will be resurrected to join the living saints with the Lord Jesus when He comes, that they will actually precede those who are alive in that day, that those who are alive will be united with them, and that they will all be with the Lord forever, give abundant reasons for rejoicing.  Not only do Christians not grieve like unbelievers, but followers of Christ can actually look forward eagerly to that great day.  This is the great hope of the Church, to see the Lord and be united with Him forever.  It is that which every believer in this Age should anticipate (Walvoord).”  “The Thessalonians need not grieve over those who have died in Christ.  They can take comfort in the fact that the dead in Christ as well as the living will share in the glorious event of the parousia (Stein).”  “The comfort of the Christian’s hope in resurrection is in sharp contrast to the hopelessness of the heathen in the face of death (Ryrie).”


“with these words”  “Especially as [these words] are communicated with the authority of the Lord (Bruce).”
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