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5.
*Mounce completed only thru part of v.4

4. but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God.
“if any widow has children or grandchildren”  “These Paul contrasted with widows who had lost their husbands but who had children or grandchildren still living (Litfin 742).”

“widow”  “In the ancient world, partially due to patriarchal family and social structures, widows were often among the most weak and vulnerable members of society.  It is clear that God has a special concern for the least, the little ones, the oppressed, the powerless.  And that concern includes widows (Dt 10:18; 24:17; Ps 68:5; Isa 1:17).  From Luke’s account of the ministry of Jesus and the early church (Lk 7:11-15; 18:2-8; 21:1-4; Ac 6:1; 9:39), we see that concern for widows naturally continued in the ‘new Israel,’ that the Christian community saw care for widows as a special responsibility, and that groups of widows in the churches were particularly involved in good deeds of charity for others in need (Brauch 672).”

“grandchildren”  The Greek word is ekgoma, used only here in the NT.  “In explanation of ‘nephews’ in KJV, the Oxford English Dictionary notes that in the 17th century (when KJV appeared) the term ‘nephew’ was commonly used for a grandson, though the meaning is now obsolete (Earle 376-7).”

“they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family”  “As with the overseers and deacons (3:4-5,12), so with the community as a whole; genuine Christian behavior begins at home with ‘their own family’ (Fee 116).”  “The reality of our relationship with God most naturally flows over into our human relationships.  And the members of our immediate families are the first ones to feel the impact of our relationship with God.  The expression ‘Charity begins at home’ is rooted in the conviction that if love of neighbor does not express itself concretely in our closest relationship, then our claim to love God ('our religion’), is a lie (1Jn 4:19-21).”  “The apostle makes it quite clear that where widows have close relatives, those relatives must relieve the church of the responsibility to support them (Guthrie 112).”  “Paul recognized that the Christians had a responsibility in this.  If a widow had a family to support her it would clearly have been wrong for the church to intervene (O’Brien 1301).”  “Since in God’s economy the first responsibility for caring for the needy falls on the family (not the church and surely not the state), these family members should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own) (Litfin 742).”  “Such help it a sign of true piety and godliness (Lea 146).”  “Perhaps to the definition of a church leader managing his family well can be added the willingness to accept the responsibility of caring for widows in one’s extended family (Mounce 280).”  “As the Pastorals see it, help given to a parent is two things.  First, it is an honoring of the recipient.  It the only way in which a child can demonstrate the esteem with his heart.  Second, it is an admission of the claims of love.  It is repaying love received in time of need with love given in time of need; and only with love can love be repaid (Barclay 108).”  Paul “spoke to the church and to individual families about the urgency for showing compassion for truly needy widows.  A demonstration of Christian compassion can draw inquiring and even antagonistic outsiders to the Christ who causes that compassion in His children (Lea 153).”  “Responsible action by all believers can win credibility for Christianity (Lea 153).”

“piety”  “The ‘religious duty’ means ‘the exercise of godliness’ (toward God and therefore) toward their own family (Ward 81).”

“family”  The Greek word is oikos most frequently translated “household (Fee 116).”

“make some return to their parents”  “This clause itself stands as a kind of appositive to the preceding one, so that it spells out how the children are to put their religion into practice – by repaying the earlier care they themselves have received (Fee 116).”  “BAG translates the whole clause ‘make a return to those who brought them up’ (Earle 377).”  “Children have a definite obligation towards parents and grandparents to do something to recompense the often sacrificial care given in their upbringing (Guthrie 112).”  “Widows, who ordinarily would have no financial means of support, were to be cared for by their families, if possible (Ryrie 1820).”  “In so doing, these family members would repay their ‘forebears’ (progonois) part of the debt owed them (Litfin 742).”  Plato in The Laws has the same conviction of the debt that is owed to parents: ‘Next comes the honor of loving parents, to whom, as is meet, we have to pay the first and greatest and oldest of debt, considering that all which a man has belongs to those who gave him to minister to them’ (Barclay 107).”  “’Return is but thankfulness (Ward 81).”


“It may be that the advice here has some continued modern relevance in spite of the provisions of the welfare state.  The wide-spread break-up of the family unity has not left the church unaffected, but the elderly where possible should still be the responsibility of relatives (Guthrie 112).”

“return”  “Literally, ‘to give’ (apodidonai) ‘recompenses’ (amoibas, only here in NT) (Earle 377).”  “The expression ‘repaying’ means to make a worthy requital (Guthrie 112).”

“parents”  The Greek word is progonois, which could refer to either parents or grandparents.  “This word (only here and in 2Ti 1:3) may mean either parents or ancestors (literally, ‘born before’) – hence the dual translation in the NIV (Earle 377).”

“this is acceptable in the sight of God”  “Social responsibility is seen as a religious requirement.  The teaching here is in line with the 5th commandment, requiring the honoring of parents (O’Brien 1301).”  “Obedience to the commandment was understood to bring with it God’s blessing (Brauch 672).”  “Jesus had taught its importance (Mt 15:4-6; Lea 146).”  “One is reminded of Jesus’ condemnation of those using the Jewish law of Corban (Mk 7:9-13) to avoid caring for their parents (Mounce 279).”  “The Christian faith requires that children honor their parents as part of their duty (Eph 6:2; Lea 148).”  “Reciprocity is pleasing to God.  It is ‘welfare’ as God intended it (Litfin 742).”  “Such an essentially practical procedure is nevertheless linked with spiritual example (Guthrie 112-3).”  “Paul makes clear that the responsibility for parents which is carried over to the second and third generation, has the divine endorsement (Guthrie 113).”

“acceptable”  “True godliness or the discharge of ‘religious duty’ could hardly fail to be ‘acceptable’.  In this context the duties of the family, an institution of creation which has even deeper meaning in the realm of grace, have priority over the duties of charity (Mt 10:34-37).  The place of the Greek accent leads some scholars to prefer the rendering ‘pleasing’ to ‘acceptable (2:3).’  This avoids giving the impression of any kind of justification by works: men are ‘accepted’ by God in Christ.  Paul combined ‘acceptable and pleasing’ in Php 4:18.  In Ro 12:1 ‘acceptable’ means ‘pleasing’ (Ward 82).”

“in the sight of God”  This “is a hebraism, with the meaning of ‘in the opinion of, in the judgment of (2Co 8:21).  It yields the pleasing picture of God watching men and giving a glad welcome (‘acceptance’) to their works when they come to his house (Ward 82).”

5. Now she is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on god and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.
6. But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives.
7. Prescribe these things well, so that they may be above reproach.
8. But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
“if anyone does not provide for his own”  “Paul is not only concerned for the individual but also for the impact of a bad example on the believers as a whole.  Failure of Christians to provide for their own families is seen to have disastrous consequences – a denial of the faith and an example worse than unbelievers (O’Brien 1301).”

“especially for his household”  “The Christian faith does not cancel but emphasizes the claims of kinship (Ward 83).”  “The combination is particularly emphatic about family members living under one’s own roof (Fee 118).”  “Those living under the roof may also be relatives, but they are more intimately a part of the family and deserving of greater care (Lea 148).”  “It perhaps suggests that someone in the believing community was neglecting or turning over to the church the care of a widowed mother or grandmother (Fee 118).”

“provide”  “Pronoei means ‘to think ahead, to provide by seeing needs in advance’ (Litfin 742).”  Earle’s definition is “think of beforehand,’ and so ‘take thought for’ (377).”

“household”  “Relatives may be more ‘distant’ than members of his own immediate family (Ward 83).”

“he has denied the faith”  “The denial is not like that of a heretical apostate, but such an egregious failure mutes a claim to Christian piety (Lea 148).”  The person “implicitly disowns the faith by what it does rather than by what is says (Ward 83).”  “They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their deeds (Titus 1:16).”  “To do less [than provide for your family] is therefore to be less than an unbeliever; it equals a denial of the faith, since it is to act worse than a person who makes no profession of faith (Fee 118).”  “As Paul saw it, the person who does not provide for the widows who are related to him has disowned the faith whatever he may actually say.  Deeds speak more loudly than words (Ward 83).”  “Failure to ‘provide’ for these family members gives the lie to any claim to know God (Titus 1:16) and becomes de facto a denial of the faith (Litfin 742).”  “Whenever that happens (1Co 5:1-2), the church is not being God’s alternative community in a broken, fragmented world.  And such a life in the world represents a denial of the faith (Brauch 673).”  “Paul grounds his instruction in a truth stated over and over in the Word of God; namely, that one’s faith, one’s beliefs, must find expression in concrete action and relationships (Brauch 672).”  “Paul was quite capable of pointing out to believers what he deemed to be their Christian duty.  The great preacher and defender of the doctrine of justification by faith had a considerable place for works (1Co 7:19).  Works do not justify but are evidence of having been justified, evidence of living faith (Ro 13:8-10).”  “Paul’s words may indicate that self-centered greed was motivating some of the families in Ephesus (Lea 148).”  “Paul’s concern throughout the letter that Christian life be above reproach from outsiders (1Tim 2:2; 3:1-7; 5:14; 6:1) helps us to understand his strong word (Brauch 673).”

“A right relationship with God is expressed in the doing of justice, the loving of kindness (Mic 6:8) and the demonstration of steadfast love (Hos 6:6).  The truest expression of the worship of God is when God’s people are involved in letting ‘justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never failing stream (Am 5:24).”  “This central OT conviction is also at the heart of the message of Jesus and His followers.  We shall be known by the fruit we bear (Mt 7:16,20) and thus bring glory to God (Jn 15:8).  The world will know that we are Jesus’ disciples if we genuinely love one another (Jn 13:35).  If God’s forgiving, reconciling work does not find expression in our relationships, then our worship of God is empty (Mt 5:23-24).  The fruit of the Spirit in us, says Paul, expresses itself in kindness and the practice of goodness (Gal 5:22).  New life in Christ (Col 3:1-3) is to express itself in a life clothed with compassion and kindness (Col 3:12).  Faith that is not evidenced in deeds is judged to be dead, inauthentic faith (Jms 2:14-17).  Religion that is ‘pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress (Jms 1:27; Brauch 672-3).”

“worse than an unbeliever”  “Paul is not condemning unbelievers; on the contrary, he is saying that they do in fact take care of their own widows (Fee 118).”  “Caring for parents was held to be a virtue by non-Christian society (Mounce 280).”  “Even many non-Christians understand and fulfill their familial responsibilities (Litfin 743).”  “In the contemporary pagan world there was a general acceptance of obligation towards parents, and it was unthinkable that Christian morality should lag behind general pagan standards (Guthrie 113).”  “People were not accepting their responsibilities, even those governed by secular law (Mounce 279).”  “It was Greek law from the time of Solon that sons and daughters were, not only morally, but also legally bound to support their parents.  Anyone who refused that duty lost his civil rights (Barclay 106).”  “The phrase to be worse than an unbeliever’ implies that even unbelievers are expected to care for those of their own households (Brauch 673).”  “Philo, writing of the commandment to honor parents, says: ‘When old storks become unable to fly, they remain in their nests and are fed by their children, who go to endless exertions to provide their food because of their piety.’  To Philo it was clear that even the animal creation acknowledged it obligations to aged parents, and how much more must men (Barclay 107)?”  “White observes, ‘The Christian who falls below the best heathen standard of family affection is the more blameworthy, since he has, what the heathen has not, the supreme example of love in Jesus Christ’ (Earle 377).”  “Believers who neglect this responsibility are thus acting ‘worse than’ unbelievers (Brauch 673).”  “A person of faith who acts in such a way as to deny that faith in practice is worse than those who never profess faith in the first place (Brauch 672).”  A believer “sins against the light; the unbeliever has little light.  The man who switches off the light is worse than the man who has never known anything brighter than a candle.  In conversion he has undertaken obligations which the unbeliever has not.  The unbeliever may even put him to shame by following the light which he has (Ro 2:14; Ward)!”

“In no stronger terms could Paul have expressed the importance of social responsibilities within Christian families (O’Brien 1301).”  “It fits with the concern expressed throughout the letter that Christian behavior be circumspect before the outsider and therefore at least be ethically equal to theirs – although obviously more is expected as well (Fee 118).”

9. A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than 60 years old, having been the wife of one man,
10. Having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.
11. But refuse to put younger widows on the list, for when they feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they want to get married,
12. thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their previous pledge.
13. At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they god around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.
14. Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;
15. for some have already turned aside to follow Satan.
16. If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed.
“any woman”  “The responsibility for helping widows in the family was not necessarily left to women (O’Brien 1302).”  “It is difficult to believe that the exhortation to relieve the church of its responsibility to care for widows would be confined to women (Guthrie 117).”  “Paul wanted to be certain that the instructions of v.8 were understood to include well-situated women as well as men (Litfin 743).”  “Paul specified that any believing woman who possessed the means bore the same responsibility for widows in her family as would a man in similar circumstances (Litfin 743-4).”  “Possibly this feminine subject tells us that the problem behind verses 4 and 8 was a specific case of a younger widow of means rejecting the care of a widowed mother and/or grandmother.  She would then be the ‘anyone’ in v.8 (Fee 124).”  “Paul was urging the women to use their time, wealth, or both to care for the needy widows (Lea 153).”

“who is a believer”  “’Woman who is a believer’ is one word in Greek, piste, the feminine of the adjective pistos, ‘believing’ (Earle 379).”

“has dependent widows”  This is “an inference as the Greek says ‘has widows.’  It may include dependents, widows of men employed by the believing woman, who could be brought into her household.  This would not be impossible if there were a Christian woman at Ephesus with a position equal to that of Lydia at Philippi (Ac 16:14; Ward 86).”

“she must assist them”  “Relatives should assume the support of widows in their family (Ryrie 1821).”  Paul “called on Timothy (and by extension all Christians) to whose respect for age and sexual differences.  The call for respect implied the need for courtesy, thoughtfulness and gratitude (Lea 153).”

“the church must not be burdened”  “If the church spdnds resources on those who have other means of support, it cannot care for those who are truly in need (Mounce 280).”  “Given the fact that the early churches, on the whole, were constituted of people who were from the lower socioeconomic strata (1Co 1:26-28), their economic resources cannot have been extensive.  Thus the need arose to channel limited resources to meet the most urgent situations of deprivation.  It may even be that the church’s compassion for widows was expressed so consistently that charity became something to be expected, even when there was no real need (Brauch 672).”  

Such generosity would free the church to use its limited funds to care for genuine widows.  A second benefit, unmentioned by Paul, would be that such a woman could do something that no man alone could perform – care for aging, needy widows (Lea 153).”

“We live in a time when even the most sacred duties are pushed on to the state and when we expect, in so many cases, public charity to do what private piety ought to do (Barcaly 108).”  “The Church was concerned that those in poverty might not have to wait and want while one its servants delayed (Barclay 106).”  “The church would have agreed that its charity should never become an excuse for children to evade their responsibility (Barclay 106).”
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