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8. But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
“do not let this one fact escape your notice”  Hillyer translates this phrase as “do not let [this] be hidden from you (217).”  “God’s promise of another intervention in human affairs cannot be rejected (Wheaton 1394).”  “’Do not forget’ contrasts with the willful forgetfulness of the false teachers in vv.5-6 (Wheaton 1395).”  The false teachers “were deliberately allowing the fact of the difference in divine and human viewpoints not to enter their calculations.  It was culpable ignorance on their part (Hillyer 217).”  “The admonition … uses the same word (lanthano) that is used in v.5 of the false teachers’ deliberate forgetfulness.  Christians must be careful lest the propoganda of the scoffers distort their thinking (Blum 285).”

“with the Lord one day is like a thousand years”  This “saying is evidently a saying that registered with the apostolic age, for it is quoted in Barnabas 15:4-7 (Hillyer 218).”  “Peter’s comment on the equivalence between one day and a thousand years with God is a beautiful statement of God’s eternity, His superiority to time-space limitations (Harrison 999).”  “Time if of no consequence to Him (Wheaton 1394).”  “God is outside time, and so is in no hurry to work (Hab 2:3; Wheaton 1395).”  “The scoffers forget (v.5), but believers should not.  Christians should recall Ps 90:4, which Peter quoted.  People see time against time; but God sees time against eternity (Gangle 876).”  “The Psalmist is contrasting the insignificance of time, the brevity of human life, with the eternity of God.  Peter uses the OT words to highlight the impatience of human expectations, compared with the infinite and purposeful patience of God (Hillyer 216).”  “God does not view time as humans do.  He stands above time, with the result that when time is seen in the light of eternity, an age appears no longer than one short day, and a day seems no shorter than a long age (Ps 90:4; Barker 1826).”  “What to people, including scoffers, may seem like a long time is to the Lord very short.  The present Church Age has lasted, in God’s eyes, not quite two days (Gangel 876)!”  “It is exciting to think how such a concept contracts the period of waiting for His return.  We accomplish quickly enough our years of this pilgrimage.  But then, once ‘with the Lord’ and freed from time-space limitations, it is but a day or two – figured even from apostolic times – until His kingdom comes with all its joys (Harrison 999).”


“Some suggest that this statement argues against premillennialism.  They point out that the concept of 1,000 years is not to be taken literally since it is merely a comparative time reference.  However, the literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth is strongly affirmed in Rv 20:1-6.  Peter was simply using a simile (Gangel 876).”

“and a thousand years like one day”  Peter “repeats the saying, but reverses the terms, in order to underline the fact that in the purposes of God, a delay of even a millennium is, from His standpoint, like no more than the passage of a single day (Hillyer 216).”

9. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
“The Lord is not slow about His promise”  “We can readily appreciate that the false teachers’ denial of the veracity of the promised return of Christ could expect to gain a certain amount of credence among church members, for it was true enough that some time had gone by sine the resurrection of Jesus, a number of Christians had died, and there was not sign that the Parousia was about to take place (Hillyer 216).”  “The delay in the Parousia worried Paul’s friends at Thessalonica (1Th 4:13-15; 2Th 2:1-2), but it did not disturb Peter.  He had been warned that he himself would not live to see the Parousia (2Pe 1:14; Jn 21:18-19; Hillyer 218).”  “Believers should not be disturbed, if nothing seems to be happening in fulfillment of divine promises.  God’s word is His bond.  The timing of its being carried out must be left to Him (Hillyer 216).”  “God’s delay is gracious; it is not caused by inability or indifference (Blum 285).”  “The delay in Christ’s return, cited by the skeptics, is no proper basis for doubt as to His coming.  This has already been hinted at in His reference to the Noahic flood.  It too was a long time coming, and its plausibility was quite belittled by the people of those days; but it came, exactly as God had said it would (Harrison 999).”

“slow”  “The Greek word means to loiter, be slack, be late (Hillyer 216).”

“as some count slowness”  “Again Peter gave a divine-human comparison (v.8).  God’s so-called ‘tardiness’ as viewed by some people (‘as some understand slowness’) is only a delay with respect to their time schedule, not His (Gangel 876).”  “Time only seems long because of man’s finite perspective (Gangel 876).”  “Since time is purely relative to God, He waits patiently while human beings stew with impatience (Barker 1826).”

“slow”  “The words ‘is … slow’ translate bradynei (‘hesitate, linger, delay’), used only here in the NT (Gangel 876).”

“patient to you”  “Here in v.9 God’s patience is directed eis hymas (‘to you’ – NIV, ‘He is patient with you’).  Other MSS read ‘to us’ (eis hemas) or ‘because of you’ (di hymas) (Blum 286).”  “The Lord’s waiting is redemptive in its purpose; His basic will is that all might turn from their sin unto Him (Harrison 999).”  “The corresponding noun (makrothymia) is used in 1Pe 3:20 in connection with God’s delaying the Flood in the days of Noah (Hillyer 218).”  “God’s time plan is influenced by His patience (makrothymei), an attribute prominent in Scripture (Ex 34;6; Num 14:18; Ps 86:15; Jer 15:15; Rom 2:4; 9:22).  “in Ro 9:22 Paul says that God ‘bore with great patience the objects of His wrath’ (Blum 285-6).”  “To believers, Peter now says that the seeming delay of Christ’s return is for the purpose of allowing more people to repent (Ryrie 1876).”


“With whom is God patient and whom does He desire to come to repentance?  This verse has been a battleground between some Arminian and some Calvinistic interpreters.  One of the latter argues, ‘It is not His will that every man without exception should repent…. Peter therefore is saying simply that Christ will not return until every one of the elect has come to repentance’.  This view, if rigorously applied, is obviously incompatible with premillennialism, whose adherents normally teach that some will be saved during the millennial period following Christ’s return.  Calvin’s comment shows his moderation and exegetical wisdom: ‘Not willing that any should perish’.  So wonderful is His love towards mankind, that He would have them all saved, and is of His own self prepared to bestow salvation on the lost’.  Thus the ‘you’ is addressed to mankind and the ‘not wanting (me bloulomenos)’ is of His ‘desirative’ will, not of His decretive will (Ezk 18:23; 1Tim 2:4; Blum 286).”

“not wishing for any to perish”  “The words ‘not wanting (me boulomenos) anyone to perish’ do not express a decree, as if God has willed everyone to be saved.  Universal salvation is not taught in the Bible.  Instead those words describe God’s wishes or desires; He longs that all would be saved (1Tim 2:4) but knows that many reject Him (Gangel 876).”  “Some are going to perish (v.7), but it is certainly not God’s will that they do so (Hillyer 216).”  “After the second coming, ushering God’s judgment, there will be no further opportunity for repentance (Wheaton 1395).”  “When [the Lord] does come, the day of opportunity will be over and the gates of heaven shut (Lindsell 1827).”  “There will be no second chance then for a change of heart (Hillyer 217).”

“all to come to repentance”  “A respite to give opportunity for repentance is often associated with the divine patience (Joel 2:12-13; Jon 4:2; Hillyer 218).”  “To the crowd that gathered after the healing of the lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate in Jerusalem Peter proclaimed, ‘Repent … so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and the He may send the Christ (Ac 3:19-20; Blum 287).”  “The good news for sinful people is that Christ has delayed  His coming in order to reach out to sinners that they may repent, be converted, and have their sins blotted out (Lindsell 1827).”  “God’s seeming delay in bringing about the consummation of all things is a result not of indifference but of patience in waiting for all who will come to repentance.  Thus the scoffers are wrong on two points: 1. They fail to recognize that all things have not continued without divine intervention since creation (the flood was an intervention (vv.4-6).  2. They misunderstand the reason for apparent divine delay (God is a long-suffering God) (Barker 1826).”

10. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
“the day of the Lord”  “Similar expressions in this letter are: day of judgment (2:9; 3:7); day of God (3:12); cf. day of visitation (1Pe 2:12; Hillyer 218).”  “The phrase ‘the day of the Lord’ appears in Acts 2:20 (‘the Lord’s great and glorious day’); 1Co 5:5; 1Th 5:2.  It refers to Christ’s second advent, reiterating what is found in the OT prophets (e.g. Joel 2:1; Zph 1:7).  Of this advent three things can be said: 1.) Christ’s coming is certain, although the time is known to God alone (Mk 13:32); 2.) Christ’s coming will be sudden, unexpected, and with no advance warning (1Th 5:1-3); 3.) Christ’s coming will be a day of solemn judgment (Ac 17:31).  Peter relates this phrase to the passing away of the heavens and the dissolving of the elements with fire (v.12; Lindsell 1827).”


“’The day of the Lord’ describes end-time events that begin after the Rapture and culminate with the commencement of eternity.  In the middle of the 70th week of Daniel the Antichrist will turn against the people of God in full fury (Dn 9:24-27; Gangel 876-7).”

“Lord”  “The Lord in these texts is Jesus in His exaltation and should so be understood here in 2Pe (Blum 286).”

“like a thief”  “The sudden, never-expected visit of the night burglar was a favorite simile with Christ (Harrison 999).”  A thief comes “suddenly and unexpectedly (Barker 1826).”  “This simile was used by Jesus (Mt 24:42-44) and repeated by others (1Th 5:2; Rv 3:3; 16:15; Gangel 876).”  “Believers, therefore, should watch and be alert at all times (Mt 25:13; 1Th 5:6; Hillyer 217).”

“the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up”  “It is possible in this verse Peter is looking at three realms (the heavens, that of the heavenly bodies, the earth) (Blum 286).”  “That day will be marked by a cosmic catastrophe on a cataclysmic scale, involving the heavens and the elements and the earth (Hillyer 217).”  There may be an implication “that hostile cosmic forces are behind these bodies, and this is probably Peter’s meaning here.  The sequence of terms (heavens … elements … earth) forms a trio in descending order, none of which will be excluded from the consequences of the advent of the day of the Lord (Hillyer 217).”  “The more profound point behind Peter’s words is that the material world is transient and can be no sure foundation for life (Hillyer 219).”  “The whole passage is a ringing declaration of the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus Christ and of His redemptive purpose, which is not limited to justified human beings, but extends to the whole of creation (Hillyer 217).”

“the heavens will pass away with a roar”  “’The heavens will disappear’ is also mention by Jesus (Mk 13:31; Wheaton 1395).”  “In the catastrophic conflagration at the end of the Millenium, ‘the heavens (the earth’s atmosphere and the starry sky, not God’s abode) will disappear with a roar, which in some way will involve fire (vv.7,12; Gangel 877).”  “Apocalyptic language, common to books like Daniel and Revelation.  Due to the figurative nature of such writings, we must not expect complete literalism but recognize it as an attempt to describe the indescribable, a task as impossible as it would have been for a first-century writer to describe the phenomena of our atomic age.  What may be referred to is the destruction of the atmospheric heavens with a great rushing sound (v.12; Barker 1826).”  “Revelation 6:14 says, ‘The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up,’ and 20:11 portrays the earth and sky as fleeing from the presence of God (Blum 286).”

“heavens”  “The heavenly bodies (stoicheia) affected would be those mentioned in other eschatological passages (Joel 2:10; Mk 13:24-26; Rv 6:12-13; Blum 286).”

“roar”  “The ‘roar’ (rhoizedon, only here in the NT) is an adverb related to rhoizos, ‘the noise made by something passing swiftly through the air’ (Blum 286).”  “This is a vivid term, as are the corresponding noun rhoizos and verb rhoizen, used by Greek writers to express shrill rushing sounds, such as the hissing of a snake, the whir of a bird’s wings, the whistle of an arrow or a spear through the air, or the crackling of flames in a forest fire (Hillyer 218).”

“elements”  The Greek word is stoicheia (Gangel 877).  This “refers either to the heavenly bodies or to the physical elements – in the first century, such things as earth, air, fire and water, in today’s more precise scientific terminology, hydrogen, oxygen, carbon, etc. (Barker 1826).”  “The elements commonly thought of in NT times were air, earth, fire and water (Blum 286).”


“In T. Levi 4.4, invisible spirits are said to ‘dissolve’ on the day of judgment.  In modern Greek stoicheia still denotes spirits, angels, or demons (Hillyer 218).”

“destroyed”  The Greek word is lyonmenon, lit. ‘being loosed, dissolved’.  The present tense suggests that disintegrating forces are already at work (Hillyer 220).”

“the earth and its works will be burned up”  “Either the earth and its contents will disappear and not be seen anymore, or the earth and all man’s works will appear before God’s judgment seat (Barker 1826).”  “Here may be another allusion to the Book of Enoch, with its description of the ‘mountains of the seven metals’ and their destruction.  There seems to have been a general expectancy among the religious Jews that there would be an ultimate fiery cleansing of the earth.  This of course, looks beyond the reference of Scripture to the Millenium (Harrison 999).”

“earth and its works”  “’The earth and everything in it’ includes all that is involved in the human occupation of this globe – people, buildings, institutions, systems, deeds (Hillyer 218).”

“its works”  The NIV rendering is ‘everything,’ lit. ‘the works,’ could refer to buildings and other material achievements, or to deeds in the moral sense; it depends on which of the readings of the verb is taken (Wheaton 1395).”  “’Everything’ would be the deeds of humankind (Wheaton 1395).”

“burned up”  “This Greek word [eurethesetai] could mean that everything will be exposed for what it really is.  Or it could suggest a question: ‘The earth and everything in it – will they be found?’  Others, (on the basis of some Gr. mss.) say the word eurethesetai should be substituted with katakaesetai, ‘shall be burned up.’  Perhaps the first of these views is preferable (as rendered in the NIV) (Gangel 877).”  “’Laid bare’ (lit. ‘found out’) is the most likely reading of the text, other possibilities include being ‘burned up’ and ‘disappear’ (Wheaton 1395).”  “Among numerous emendations are … ‘will vanish (GNB)’ and ‘will not be found (Wand, Moffatt),’ which assumes that a negative ouk fell out of the text at a very early date and consequently bequeathed a translation problem to those who copied MSS in later times (Hillyer 218).”

11. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
“Since all these things are to be destroyed”  “The transitory nature of the material universe ought to make a difference in one’s system of values and one’s priorities (Barker 1826).”

“destroyed in this way”  “The present tense of lyomenon (NIV, ‘destroyed’) may be taken either as emphasizing the certainty of imminent destruction or as implying the process of disintegration (1Jn 2:17) ‘in this way’ (i.e., as in v.10; Blum 287).”

“what sort of people ought you to be”  “Just as in his first epistle (1:14-16), Peter here uses the theme of the Christian’s apocalyptic hope as a powerful incentive to holiness (Harrison 1000).”  “Peter is using the certainty of the second coming, not to terrify believers, but to spur them to righteous living (Hillyer 219).”  “In view of the fact that the present world, with all its human and spiritual depravity, is to be totally replaced, it follows that God’s people ought to prepare themselves for the new order (Hillyer 219).”  “Jesus (Lk 12:35-40), Paul (Ro 13:11-14); 1Th 5:3-11) and Peter (1Pe 1:13; 4:7-11) all use the last judgment as an incentive to godly living (Wheaton 1395).”

“be holy in conduct and godliness”  “’Holy and godly lives’ translates en hagiais anastrophais kai eusebeiais, lit. ‘in holy forms of behavior and godly deeds,’ the plurals implying that there are many ways in which these can be practiced (Hillyer 220).”  “Peter sees all this as a strong motivational expectation which should provoke holy living (Gangel 877).”  “A life based on the truths of holy living and trust in a loving God concerned for His people’ welfare here and hereafter is the one eternal reality (Hillyer 219).”  “The result should be lives of holiness (separated from sin and to God) and godliness (devoted to the worship and service of God; Mt 25:13; 1Th 5:6,8,11; 2Pe 1:13-16; Barker 1826).”

“holy in conduct”  “’Holy lives (NIV)’ (en hagiais anastrophais, lit. ‘in holy conduct’) refers to Christian separation and sanctification – apart from the world, apart toward God (Gangel 877).”  “Holiness entails separation from evil and dedication to God (Blum 287).”

“godliness”  “Godliness relates to piety and worship (Blum 287).”  “’Godly’ (eusebeiais; also in 1:3,6-7) refers to piety before God.  The word ‘live (NIV),’ (hyparchein) is in the present tense, indicating that these qualities are be constantly present in light of the Lord’s return.  Scoffers, questioning the Lord’s coming with its ensuing judgment on them, lead ungodly lives (2:7,10,12-15,18-20; 3:3).  By contrast, Jesus’ followers, anticipating His return, are to godly (v.14; Titus 2:12-14; 1Jn 3:3; Gangel 877).”

12. looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
“looking for”  “If false teachers had been correct in their denial of the Lord’s return to set up a new order, then life in the present world would be without real purpose..  the pagan slogan, ‘eat, drink and be merry (Lk 12:19), for extinction is all that lies ahead, would be depressingly true, there would be in reality nothing to live for (Hillyer 219).”  “Another element of godly living is expectation of the future day (Blum 287).”  “What a picture of ‘loving His appearing’ (2Tim 4:8)!’  Not like those who dread that awful day, those who, when overtaken, will call for rocks and mountains to hide them from it (Rv 6:15-17), the Christian eagerly awaits it (Harrison 1000).”

“hastening the coming”  Peter’s “Master had taught Him to pray for the coming of God’s kingdom (Mt 6:10) and to evangelize the nations: ‘then the end will come’ (Hillyer 219).”  “’Speed its coming’ is preferable to ‘as you wait eagerly’ stressing the importance of human activity in evangelism (Ac 3:19-21; 17:30-31) during the period of divine forbearance (Wheaton 1395).”  “Holiness and piety (v.11) not only cause God’s people to ‘look forward to’ (from prosdokao, ‘expect and anticipate;’ vv.13-14) the Lord’s return but also ‘speed its coming’.  How do believers hasten it?  The godly lives of the Lord’s people, their praying, and their witnessing help bring others to repentance (Gangel 877).”  “That day may be hastened by God’s people as they speed up the accomplishment of His purposes.  Since He is waiting for all who will come to repentance (v.9), the sooner believers bring others to the Savior the sooner that day will dawn (Ac 3:19-20).  Prayer also serves to hasten the day (Mt 6:10), as does holy living (v.11; Barker 1826).”  “Those who help forward God’s redemptive work can reasonably feel a partnership in its denouement (Harrison 1000).”  “Peter is not propounding a novel doctrine.  The rabbis declared that “if Israel kept the law perfectly for one day, Messiah would come’ (Hillyer 219).”

“the day of God”  “Apparently synonymous with ‘the day of the Lord (v.10)’ since it is characterized by the same kind of events (Barker 1826).”  This is “the commencement of eternity (Gangel 877).”

“the heavens will be destroyed by burning”  “After the dissolution of the present heavens, the day of God, which is eternity (Rv 21:1), will come.  The certainty of this dissolution makes doubly urgent a life of godliness now (Ryrie 1876).”  This “event concludes ‘the day of the Lord’ (v.10) and commences ‘the day of God’ (Gangel 877).”

“melt”  “Teketai (‘melt’) occurs in the LXX (mg.) of Isa 34:4 (Blum 287).”  “’will melt” translates the prophetic present tense teketai (Hillyer 221).”  “In Isa 64:1, LXX, [it refers] to the melting of the mountains at the eschatological coming of God, when also fire burns up his enemies (Hillyer 221).”

13. But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwell.
“according to His promise”  “This hope is based on the promise of God alone, and He does not lie (Lindsell 1827).”

“according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth”  “Compare Paul’s mention of this in Ro 8:19-25.  Like Lot in Sodom, the Christian cannot but groan at the prevalence of sin and its results (Harrison 1000).”  “The dramatic events asociated with the second coming have long been foretold.  But they are not an end in themselves, however desirable the destruction of all that is evil may be.  God has a much more positive and constructive end in view (Hillyer 219).”  “Peter’s thought is not limited to notions of destruction and annihilation.  He is looking beyond all this to the renovation of heaven and earth (v.13; Rv 20:11; 21:1 (Hillyer 217).”  “Peter reminds His readers that as God’s people ‘we are looking forward (prosdokan, as in vv.12,14) to what is to replace all that will have been destroyed (Hillyer 220).”  “This had been a theme of the prophets (Isa 2:4; 11:6-9; Mic 4:1-5; Harrison 1000).”  “It was a hope and vision shared by Abraham and the patriarchs (Hb 11:10).  It is that which makes Christians of all ages ‘pilgrims and strangers’ (Harrison 1000).”  “New heavens and a new earth are promised by Isaiah (65:17; 66:22).  This promise is confirmed by (Rv 21:1; Barker 1826).”  “The old cosmic system will then give way to ‘a new heaven and a new earth’ and this is what believers ‘are looking forward to (vv.12,14),’ not to the earth’s destruction (Gangel 877).”

“His promise”  “Examples of His promise are Is 65:17-25 and 66:22-23 (Wheaton 1395).”

“new”  The Greek word is kainos (Hillyer 221).”  “Of the two regular Greek adjectives for ‘new,’ neos means new in relation to time: young recent.  But kainos means new in relationship to type: novel, fresh, unused.  The NT almost always uses kainos: it is applied to the new commandment (Lk 22:20), Jesus’ new teaching (Mk 1:27), new tongues as a sign of the activity of the Holy Spirit (Mk 16:17 [longer ending]), Jesus’ new commandment (Jn 13:34), the new creation at conversion (2Co 5:17), a new name and a new song in heaven (Rv 2:17, 5:9; Hillyer 221).”

“in which righteousness dwell”  Literally this is translated “in which righteousness dwells permanently (Gangel 877).”  “Righteousness will dwell there as a permanent resident (Isa 11:4-5; 45:8; Dan 9:24; Barker 1826).”  “Through His prophets God promised righteousness.  Jeremiah sees the Righteous One in righteousness, and His name is ‘the Lord our righteousness’ (Jer 23:5-7; 33:16; Ps 9:8; Isa 11:4-5; 45:8; Dan 9:24; Blum 287).”  “The name assigned to Jehovah by millennial Israel was Jehovah-Tsidkenu, ‘The Lord our Righteousness’ (Harrison 1000).”  “It will be the home of righteousness because the Righteous One will be there (Jer 23:5-7; 33:16; Dn 9:24; Rv 21:1,8,27).  “This promise of righteousness will be fulfilled ultimately in the new heavens and the new earth of which Isaiah spoke (65:17-25) and which Peter refers to here.  John also saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth in which there was nothing impure (Rv 21:1,8,27; Blum 287).”  “By divine act God will create … fitting spheres for His redeemed people (Hillyer 220).”  “Perfect relationship with God and with others will be the norm, unspoiled by sin or the machinations of evil (Hillyer 220).”  “What a contrast this will be to the world’s unrighteousness (Gangel 877)!”

“righteousness”  “Righteousness as a mark of the new age is frequently mentioned (Isa 9:7; 11:4-5; Psalms of Solomon 17:40; 1 Enoch 5:8-9; Ro 14:17; Hillyer 221).”

14. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,
“therefore”  “To show that one’s behavior is linked to his expectation of the Lord’s coming, this paragraph begins with ‘so then (dio)’ (Gangel 877).”

“beloved”  “’Dear friends (agapetoi): beloved (by God), as in 1Pe 2:11; 4:12; 2Pe 3:1,8,15,17.  This is friendship based not on a social relationship but on a common faith in God through Jesus Christ (Hillyer 221).”

“since you look for these things”  “the consequence of knowing that God is preparing for His people a new heaven and a new earth as their abode, the characteristic of which is righteousness, is that they should be even now be fitting themselves for such a prospect (Hillyer 220).”  “Since the new heavens and the new earth will be the home of righteousness, we ought to be ‘making ourselves at home’ here and now (Wheaton 1395).”  “Peter exhorts the people of God to live lives of purity and godliness while they wait for the Lord’s coming.  They can wait because they have the promise of new heavens and a new earth where righteousness prevails and sin is banished (Lindsell 1827).”

“be diligent”  “’Be diligent’ can be read, ‘make it your business’ (Harrison 1000).”  Believers “are to make every effort (spoudasate) 1:10,15; also cf. spouden, 1:5; Gangel 877).”  “Spoudazein means ‘be zealous, be eager, give diligence, make haste’.  The need is to concentrate urgently on developing one’s Christian manner of life by following the example of Jesus (1Pe 2:21; Hillyer 221).”  “Christians are to make intense efforts to be morally pure (‘spotless, blameless’) like Christ (Blum 287).”

“to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless”  “’Peace’ and holiness are associated in Hb 12:14 (Harrison 1000).”

“to be found by Him in peace”  “And at peace with Him (NIV; Ro 5:1; Gangel 877).”  “Peter began His letter by alluding to the fact that a right relationship with God sets a person on the Christian path (1:3).  Now he remind his readers that they must give their constant attention to maintaining that relationship throughout life, right up to its end – whether that be at death (1:14) or at the second advent (1Th 4:17; Hillyer 220).”  “When the Lord comes, all will appear before Him.  Believers should aim to live so as ‘to be found … at peace with Him’ – i.e., having the peace that results from their efforts to please the Lord.  In Rv 2:16, the risen Christ warns the church to repent or He will ‘fight against them with the sword of His mouth.’  Those who are ‘found at peace with Him’ have put out of their lives the things He hates (Blum 288).”  “The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.  My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest (Isa 32:17-18 NIV).”

“to be found”  This may be in reference to “‘laid bare’ in v.10 (Wheaton 1395).”

“peace”  “’Peace’ is the content of a heart right with God (Wheaton 1395).”

“spotless and blameless”  “Cf. 1Pe 1:19, where the same two Greek words are applied to Christ (Barker 1826).”  “The false teachers, Peter said, ‘are blots (spiloi) and blemishes (momoi; 2:13),’ but believers are to make it their business to be morally clean (1:4) like Christ the spotless One (1Pe 1:19; Gangel).”  “Neither characteristic can be acquired by self-effort.  Both come only through reliance on the finished work of Christ (Hillyer 221).”  “This is the practical result of the implantation of the divine nature (1:4) in the members of God’s family; it is the ringing encore to the symphony of grace described in 1:5-7 (Gangel 877).”

“spotless”  The Greek word is “aspiloi, also used in 1Tim 6:14; Jms 1:27 (‘pure’); 1Pe 1:19 (‘without defect,’ referring to Christ) (Gangel 877).”  “Metaphorically [this word means] ‘free from censure, irreproachable’ (as in 1Tim 6:14; Jms 1:27; Hillyer 221).”

“blameless”  The Greek word is amometoi, without (moral) defect’ like a sacrificial animal without blemish (Eph 1:4; 5:27; Php 2:15; Col 1:22; Heb 9:14; 1Pe 1:19; Jd 24; Rv 14:5; Gangel 877).”

15. and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,
“regard the patience of our Lord as salvation”  “We should ‘bear in mind (NIV)’  God’s patience because He is giving time for unbelievers to be saved and for believers to be working out their salvation (Php 2:12-13; Wheaton 1395).”  “Peter urges upon his readers the reasonableness of God’s delays, a theme mentioned before, in v.9.  God waits that He may be gracious (Harrison 1000).”  “Understand that the delay of the return of the Lord is intended as an opportunity for men to be saved (Ryrie 1877).”  “The Lord’s patience is because of His desire that people come to salvation (v.9).  The seeming procrastination of the Second Coming, far from being negative inaction on God the Father’s part is rather a demonstration of His makrothymian (long-suffering).  Now the world has time to repent, but this will not be so when ‘the day of the judgment (2:9; 3:7) comes (Gangel 877-8).”

“regard”  “Some confuse the divine patience with slackness.  But Christians should esteem (hegeisthe – the same verb occurs in v.9) it as salvation (Blum 288).”
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