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Acts 8

12. But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
“good news” “Gospel means ‘good news.’  Christianity is not first theology, but news.  It is like prisoners of war hearing by hidden radio that the allies have landed and rescue is only a matter of time.  The guards wonder why all the rejoicing.  But what about the ultimate good news?  It all ends in one thing: God Himself.  All the words of the gospel lead to Him, or they are not gospel.  For example, salvation is not good news if it only saves from hell and now for God.  Forgiveness is not good news if it only gives relief from guilt and doesn’t open the way to God.  Justification is not good news if it only makes us legally acceptable to God but doesn’t bring fellowship with God.  Redemption is not good news if it only liberates us from bondage but doesn’t bring us to God.  Adoption is not good news if it only puts us in the Father’s family but no in His arms.  This is crucial.  Many people seem to embrace the good news without embracing God (Piper 62).”
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