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Colossians 3

“Cl 3:12-17 might well be called ‘Walking in the Newness of Life’ (Epp 133).”  

12. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

“The same qualities that Paul mentioned for the Christian to put on are simply the qualities of the life of Christ (Epp 139-140).”  “The virtues listed here, which emphasize the relations of Christians in a situation fraught with friction, reflect the character of Christ, whose example is cited (2Co 8:9; Ellis 798).”  “Christ now indwells us to live out His life through us (Epp 139).”  “When we let Him have His way in our lives, these characteristics will be evident in us (Epp 140).”  “God chose believers for a particular purpose – that He might demonstrate something very special in them and through them (Epp 134).” 

“those who have been chosen of God” 

“chosen of God, holy” “Something that is set apart is to be used for what it is intended (Epp 135).”

“holy … put on” “We have stated this truth … as putting off the things of the world and putting on the things that characterize the new man (Epp 134).”

“Holy” “‘Holy’ means ‘set apart.’  Being set apart involves a twofold action – turning from the world and turning to the Lord (Epp 134).”  

“beloved” This word literally means “having been loved.  That is, God has set His love upon us.  This kind of love is what is commonly referred to as agape; in fact, the word used here comes from the same basic root.  This is a giving kind of love, which forgets itself and sacrifices for others (Jn 3:16; Epp 135).”
“put on”  “In Cl 3:12-17 we see both God’s part and our part in the Christian life.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, when we were born again, God enabled us to both put off the old and put on the new.  This is an accomplished fact as afar as God is concerned.  Now, by the same Holy Spirit who indwells us, God provides all that is essential for putting off the old man experientially and putting on the new man experientially (Epp 134).”
“compassion”  The KLV is “bowels of mercy.”  “A believer is to clothe himself with tender feelings of compassion toward others.  This is not to be something one turns on and off like an electric light or radio, but it is to be the constant attitude of the heart.  Because the believer is indwelt by God Himself, this quality is a characteristic of God that should be seen through his life (Epp 136).”
“kindness”  “This refers to a gentle, gracious disposition (Epp 134).”

“humility”  “The third quality the believer is to put on is ‘humbleness of mind (KJV).’  

This means that the believer is to have a proper opinion of himself.  It involves a modesty, or lowliness of thinking (Epp 137).”

“gentleness” “Notice that the word is ‘meekness (KJV)’ not ‘weakness.’  The person who is meek is one who has the power of self-control and is slow to resent wrongs done to him.  Such a person does not contemplate revenge.  The Greek word translated ‘meekness’ was used in the first century to refer to a wild horse that had been tamed.  It is strength under control.  The one who is meek is one who accepts God’s dealings with him as good; therefore, he does not resist.  There must first be a meekness toward God, but there must also be a meekness toward one’s fellowmen, who may do evil toward the believer (Epp 135).”

“patience” “To have ‘longsuffering (KJV)’ means one is able to suffer long.  Some are short tempered, but this is the one who is long tempered.  This quality is known as patience when it relates to people.  It is important that the believer not lose his temper when he is ill-treated by others.  It is characteristic of the new self to be long tempered (Epp 135).”
13. bearing with one another, and, whoever has a complaint against anyone, just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

“bearing with” “The word translated ‘forbearing’ also means ‘to put up with’ or ‘endure’ (Epp 139).”
“forgiving each other”  “The last three qualities … - ‘meekness,’ ‘long-suffering’ and ‘forbearing one another’ – closely relate to” this quality (Epp 139).”  “It is not enough to endure.  We must also forgive.  If we harbor ill feelings and grudges in our hearts, this will result in malice and even greater sins.  We need to be very careful in this regard.  It is important that we forgive others when they have ill-treated us (Epp 139).”
14. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

“the virtue which sums up, gives meaning to, and cements the rest is ‘love’ (Ro 13:9-10; Ellis 798).”

“Beyond all these things put on love” “Love is the quality that holds all of the other graces together (Epp 140).”  “The quality of love may be regarded as the outer garment that holds all else together (Epp 140).”
“Beyond all” “Above all” “is literally, ‘over all’ (Epp 140).”

“love, which is the perfect bond of unity” Lightfoot comments: “love is ‘the power, which unites and holds together all those graces and virtues, which together make up perfection (Epp 141).”
“perfect” “The word translated ‘perfectness [KJV]’ means ‘completeness’ or ‘that which has been perfected.’  It is that which has reached its goal (Epp 141).”
********

15. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

[O’Brien WBC incomplete]
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body”  “From love the apostle moves to peace.  It is noteworthy that in Ep 4:3 peace itself is the bond in which the unity of the Spirit is maintained.  This is one of the incidental indications that the two letters are the product of the same mind around the same time.  If, in the author’s mind, the general idea of love and peace was linked with the idea of a unifying bond uniting believers in one common life, manifesting itself in the Christian graces, this would sufficiently account for the similar, if divergent, modes of expression (Bruce 156).”  “Christ Himself is to be present and ruling in their midst (O’Brien 205).”
“Since the Colossians are said to have been called into the peace of Christ (and that through the Gospel), then the latter expression must designate the realm or sphere in which the new man now lives (O’Brien 205).”  “As such it is almost equivalent to salvation (O’Brien 205).”  “‘The peace of Christ’ can therefore be regarded as the end for which Christians ‘were called in the one body’ (Beare 220).”  “The closer believers are to Christ (and His likeness), the closer they are to each other (Geisler 683).”  “Although the peace of God is primarily related to the individual believer, it is important, as we labor together with others, that we experience the peace of God as a group.  If we are to have an effective group, the individuals have to be at peace with each other.  If individually the peace of God is being experienced, it will also be experienced as a group (Epp 142).”

“In a healthy body harmony prevails among the various parts (Bruce 157).”  “There is here a foreshadowing of the thought which is to be developed in its fullness in Ephesians, that the divine unity of the Church of Christ is the pattern, or rather the nucleus, about which the ultimate unity of the redeemed cosmos is even now taking shape.  The universal harmony which God ordains to be the final state of His whole creation is to be reflected in the heart of the Christian believer (Beare 220).”
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, … and be thankful” “Once again Paul calls for thanksgiving in the glad and humble recognition that the love and peace of the Christian fellowship are not our achievement of which we might boast, but God’s gracious gift to us in Christ.  The same note is repeated twice again in the following two verses, suggesting that thanksgiving is the culminating expression of the Christian’s whole life before God (Beare 220).”  “Christians are to be thankful (vv.16-17; 1:12; 4:2; Pp 4:6; 1Th 5:18).  An attitude of gratitude contributes to an enjoyment of spiritual tranquility, whereas grumbling makes for inner agitation (Geisler 682).”  Thankfulness “well may be called forth by a remembrance of the goodness of Christ in granting us His peace (Erdman 89).”
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts “έν ταίς καρδίαις ύμων, ‘in your hearts,’ does not point to some private and inward peace of the soul or some peaceful disposition of spirit.  Rather, ‘heart’ is being employed in its customary OT sense to denote the center of one’s personality as the source of will, emotion, thoughts and affections (O’Brien 204).”
“Let the peace of Christ rule” “For the peace of Christ ‘to rule’ in our hearts is for it not simply to be present but to exercise supreme control within us (Vaughan 101).”  “Christ Himself, who is the Lord of peace (Ep 2:14; 2Th 3:16), is to be present and ruling in their midst.  He is to control every area of their lives as they relate to one another.  Since the Colossians are said to have been called into this ‘peace’ (through the Gospel), then it must also describe the realm or sphere in which they, as members of Christ’s body, now live (O’Brien 1274).”  “Christians, having been reconciled to God, enjoying peace with Him through Christ, should naturally live at peace with one another.  Strife inevitably results when men and women are out of touch with Him who is the one source of true peace; but there is no reason why those who have received the peace which Christ established by His death on the cross should have any other than peaceful relations among themselves (Bruce 157).”  “‘The peace of Christ’ is named as the ruling principle which is to guide the life of believers, whether as individuals or as members of the one spiritual body to which all belong (Erdman 89).”  “The essential meaning here is that in all inner conflicts as well as in all disputes and differences among Christians, Christ’s peace must give the final decision (Vaughan 101).”  “In interpersonal relationships ‘peace’ (transcendent, God-given tranquility) should rule (brabeuetō, ‘arbitrate, decide every debate;’ a word used only here in the NT; cf. katabrabeuetō, ‘decide against,’ 2:18).  Christ’s followers who have put on the virtues Paul listed (vv.12-14), are concerned about being arbitrated in every trying circumstance by His peace, not by their wrangling (Geisler 682).”  “When differences threaten to spring up among them, the peace of Christ must be accepted as arbitrator.  If the members are subject to Christ, the peace which He imparts must regulate their relations with one another.  It was not to strife but to peace that God called them in the unity of the body of Christ (Bruce 157).”  “Nothing is to be done which would violate that peace (Vaughan 101).”
“the peace of Christ” “‘The peace of Christ’ designates that peace which He both embodies and brings (Jn 14:27).  As the “Lord of peace’ (κύριος της είρήνης); elsewhere God is called the ‘God of peace,’ Ro 15:33; 16:20; 1Co 14:33; 2Co 13:11; Pp 4:9; 1Th 5:23) He gives peace to believers (2Th 3:16); indeed, He Himself is that peace (Ep 2:14; O’Brien 204).”  “‘Peace’  in this sense figures prominently in the fruit of the Spirit (Gl 5:22; Bruce 157).”  “‘The peace of Christ’ is clearly thought of as that inward serenity which Christ bestows (Jn 14:27).  But this inward serenity is related also to the cosmic ‘peace’ which God makes through the Cross, in reconciling all things to Himself (Beare 220).”  “It is the peace ‘of Christ’ because it is the peace given by Him (Jn 14:27; Vaughan 101).”  “The deep tranquility of soul which Christ enjoyed in the midst of bitter enemies, surrounded by surging crowds, or facing the cruel cross – such peace He bequeathed to His followers (Erdman 89).”  “The peace of Christ” is “that peace which Christ mediates to those in union with Him (Jn 14:27; Ro 5:1; Ellis 798).”  “Questions and problems and courses in life must be determined, not by passion or in mental turmoil, but as peace determines, or according ot that which makes for peace (Erdman 89).”  This is “the attitude of peace that Christ alone gives – in place of the attitude of bitterness and quarrelsomeness (Hawthorne 1744).”  “Peace (i.e., a peace-loving temper) is to be the principle which governs our actions and our words, but that it might do this the ‘peace that passeth all understanding’ must first govern in our hearts (Vaughan 101).”  “The enjoyment of such controlling tranquility of heart was in accordance with the purpose of Christ when He called us into the Christian life.  He intended His peace to be realized, not only in individual lives, but also in the unity of His Church (Erdman 89).”  “If such is the purpose of the Master for each of His disciples, how eager each should be to realize in personal experience this gracious design; how careful also to maintain among the members of the Church the harmony which becomes a body which is united in the common possession of this priceless gift (Erdman 89)!”
“The peace of God is the tranquility of heart, or a state of calm and quiet freedom from disturbing thoughts and emotions.  The believer is to be free from agitation or disturbance, for the peace of God will relieve his mental tension and anxiety (Epp 141).”  

“The believer can count on God to give an inner peace as an assurance of His will, or He will withhold peace as an indication it is not pleasing to Him (Epp 142).”
“Those who see this verse as a continuation of the appeal for loving concern (v.14) among Christians are inclined to interpret ‘peace’ to mean peace between the members of the Christian community (Vaughan 101).”  “It is claimed that Christ’s peace will act as a kind of umpire within our hearts, giving us some private and inward peace of the soul when we need guidance or help in making a decision.  But the ‘peace of Christ’ does not refer to a private and inward peace of the soul.  Instead, it is the peace He embodies and brings (Jn 14:27) and is equivalent to salvation (O’Brien 1274).”

“Perhaps we should not limit the word but should understand it as including peace in the largest sense (Vaughan 101).”
“rule”  “Scholars are not in agreement as to whether the word in Paul’s time retained the connotation of a contest or was used simply in the general sense of administering, ruling, or deciding (Vaughan 101).”

“βραβεύω which occurs only here in the NT (at Cl 2:18 the compound kataβραβεύω ‘condemn,’ is used) originally referred to the function of the umpire (βραβευτής) who presided over and presented prizes at the games (O’Brien 204).”  “Thus, we are to let the peace of God call the decisions in our hearts when we are dealing with those areas about which the Scripture have not definitely spoken (Epp 142).”


“There is considerable evidence to show that the verb was normally used in the more general sense of ‘judge,’ ‘decide,’ control,’ or ‘rule’ (O’Brien 204).”  “It is not a question of Christ’s peace ‘acting as an umpire.’  Rather the verb means to ‘rule’ (O’Brien 1274).”

“and be thankful” More literally this is “‘Become thankful.’  This may mean, ‘Do not fail to be grateful.’  “This virtue [of thankfulness] must be cultivated with effort (Erdman 89).”  “Christian behavior can be viewed as the response of gratitude to the grace of God (Bruce 157).”  “If thanksgiving is God’s due from all humanity for His gifts of creation and providence, how much more is it His due from those who have received the surpassing gift of His grace (Bruce 157)?”
*****

“Verses 16 and 17 focus attention on matters which have to do more directly with our own personal life.  Even here, however, the thought of our duty to others is not entirely absent (Vaughan 102).”

16. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another, with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

“Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing” “The indwelling ‘word of Christ,’ i.e., His teaching, exercises a transforming influence on a believer’s life (Ellis 798).”
“the word of Christ”  “This is the only New Testament occurrence of the phrase ‘the Word of Christ,’ although references to ‘the Word of the Lord’ and ‘the Word of God’ are frequent.  It appears to be equivalent to ‘the teaching of Christ,’ and would include not only His earthly words recorded in the Gospels, but all of Scripture, to which He gave His authority (Kent 124).”  “’The word of Christ’ is the gospel, the doctrine of Christ, or the truth which has Christ for its subject.  In fact, Christ is both the giver of the oracle and its theme (Eadie 250).”  “Christ’s words were recorded by Spirit-guided apostles (Jn 14:26; 16:13; 20:31; Geisler, 682).”  “The word of Christ” “refers to the teachings of Christ, or, more specifically, to the gospel, or that whole body of truth which concerns the person and work of Christ (Eerdman).”  “The ‘word of Christ’ may refer to the word which Christ spoke on earth and which He revealed directly to the apostles (Jn 14:26; 15:7); in this sense, it is synonymous to ‘the word of the Lord (1Th 1:8,4:15; 2Th 3:1).’  It may, however, point out the Scriptures which directly present Him and His redemptive work (Gromacki 143).”  “The ‘word of Christ’ is a synonym for His living presence in us revealing and integrating His message and direction (Ogilvie).”  “What Christ’s word does for us, of course, is to remind us of all that God has done on our behalf (Hubbard).”  The word of Christ is to dwell also “in the whole body of believers.  The result will be that the church will be more fully instructed in Christian truth (Eerdman).
“richly”  “The new life Christians must ‘put on’ is one in which ‘the Word of Christ’ dwells ‘richly’ (Geisler 682).”  “The word translated ‘richly’ in Colossians 3:16 can also have the meaning of ‘abundantly’ (Epp).”  “In this case ‘richly’ means greatly or abundantly (Sturz 106).”  “To let the word of Christ ‘dwell in you richly’ is to let it ‘have ample room’ or to let it ‘remain as a rich treasure in the heart’ Vaughan 102).”  “For the Colossians to let Christ’s Word dwell richly in them was to let it be at home in their hearts individually, and to let His teachings have full impact in every plan and every decision (Kent 124).”  “Let it be completely understood, or let the soul be fully under its influence.  Let it dwell not with a scanty foothold, but with a large and liberal occupancy (Eadie 250).”  “The Word dwells ‘richly,’ meaning abundantly, without limitation, fully, and completely.  He communicates to us from within about the deepest secrets of life and guides our every word and action (Ogilvie).”  “The Word must dwell ‘richly’ in order to be totally effective.  It must be highly prized and appreciated.  Harrison added that ‘it has to be cordially received, mixed with faith, appropriated in its fullness, and translated into action.  A believer must recognize that he is a spiritual pauper apart from it (Gromacki 143).”  “We need to not only yield to the Word of God but also to have a good knowledge of it.  This is important because the Holy Spirit always uses the Word of God to search our hearts and to guide our lives (Epp).”  The Word of Christ is to dwell in the believer “in all its wealth of meaning and power, and with all its wide application to every sphere of life and to every phase of human experience (Eerdman).”  “When that word dwells in us richly we become the recipients not only of the meaning of His truth proclaimed in His ministry, but the impact of His own specific situational guidance (Ogilvie).”  “The general sense is that we are to submit to the demands of the Christian message and to let it be so deeply implanted within us that it controls all our thinking (Vaughan 102).”  

“If the word of Christ is to dwell ‘richly,’ it has to be cordially received, mixed with faith, appropriated in its fullness, and translated into action.  If it is shared unselfishly in the group, no life remains spiritually poverty-stricken (Harrison).”  “If the double reference to [you] is in view then this rich indwelling would occur when they came together, listened to the Word of Christ as it was preached and expounded to them and bowed to its authority.  By this means Christ’s rule would be exercised in their lives (O’Brien).”  The indwelling Word will lead the Colossians to spiritual wealth (Carson 1960).

“dwell”  “The imperative ‘dwell’ (enoiketo) literally means ‘to be at home in’ (Gromacki 143).”  “Dwell means ‘to be at home, to be given the run of the house’ (McGee).”  “The fullness of God dwelt in Jesus.  Now the fullness of Christ dwells in us (Ogilvie).”  “There is a kinship between ‘dwell’ and Jesus’ own requirement that His words should ‘abide’ in His disciples (Jn 15:7; Harrison).”  “By study, meditation and application of the Word, it becomes a permanent abiding part of one’s life (Geisler 682).”  “This word is to have its settled abode in the hearts of Christians so that there is a submission to it demands (Carson).”
“within you”  “By έν ύμĩν is meant ‘in you,’ not simply among you (Eadie 250).”  “Let the Christian truth have its enduring abode ‘within you’ – let it be no stranger or occasional guest in your hearts.  Let it not be without you, as a lesson to be learned, but within you, as the source of cherished and permanent illumination (Eadie 250).”  “It is one thing for the believer to be in the Word: it is another for the Word to have free access to all parts of his life (Gromacki 143).”  “In order for this to occur, the Word of Christ had to first be taken into the heart.  Christ’s teaching cannot be a factor in our plans unless we know what He teaches.  Here then is a scriptural injunction for every Christian to familiarize himself with all the Word of God (Kent 124).”
“you”  This refers to the company of believers at Colosse (Harrison).
“with all wisdom”  “The phrase, ‘with all wisdom teaching and admonishing yourselves with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs’ (literal), has been punctuated in various ways (the oldest manuscripts have no punctuation at all).  It seems best to relate ‘with all wisdom’ with what follows, inasmuch as Paul uses the same phrase with the identical participles in 1:28 (Kent 124).”  “In the ARV the phrase ‘in all wisdom’ is attached to the words which follow (as also in RSV), and not to those which precede (as in AV and ERV).  ARV and RSV are probably right in this.  The Colossian Christians, like those at Rome, should be able to admonish one another; but such admonition and other forms of teaching should be given wisely (Bruce 1957, 283).”  “In all wisdom (i.e., making use of every kind of wisdom) they are to teach and admonish one another (Vaughan 103).”  “Admonition, however well intentioned it may be, can provoke the opposite result to that which is desired if it be given in an unwise and tactless manner (Bruce 1957, 283).”

“It is not enough to know and even memorize the Word.  No!  We must think it through until we understand the implications of each passage (v.2; Sturz 106).”  “The Colossian Christians ... should be able to instruct one another; but such instruction should be given wisely and tactfully.  If wisdom or tact be absent, the instruction, however well intentioned, could provoke the opposite reaction to that which is designed (Bruce).”  “In Colosse, where the Gnostics claimed a secret wisdom, Paul reminded the Christians that they had the wisdom about the very nature of God and His plan for life revealed in Jesus Christ (Ogilvie).”  “Christ never gives us wisdom for intellectual word games or to impress others.  He gives His gift for costly ministry (Ogilvie).”  “Get over the idea that you can find wisdom in the realm of secular learning, especially in the pseudo learning which has beguiled you, a more profound understanding of man’s destiny in the universe, and of his duty in this world, that is offered you in the Christian revelation.  Steep your minds in the drama of our redemption as it is given in the gospel of Christ our Savior.  Let the divine light of that revelation suffuse and illuminate the widest researches of human thought with it unique moral and spiritual values (Buttrick vol.11).”

“Our translators, too, so point the verse as to make psalms and hymns the material of instruction, whereas, it seems better, and more appropriate, to keep the clause distinct (Eadie 251).”

“wisdom”  Paul is referring to “not worldly, but divine wisdom (1Co 2:5-8; Sturz 106).”  “This wisdom is to be centered in Christ (Gromacki 143).”

“teaching and admonishing one another, with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” “It is no exaggeration to say that ‘songs’ have taught more theology to new converts than textbooks (Ellis 798).”

“teaching and admonishing”  “Both must be performed ‘with all wisdom’ if they are to be effective (Kent 125).”  “We should perform these activities joyfully and with song (Constable 43).”  “The church is also responsible to engage continually in teaching, admonishing, and singing (Kent 124).”  “Unless the word of Christ dwelt richly within them, they could not fulfill this duty; for they could not teach and admonish unless they knew what lessons to impart, and in what spirit to communicate them; but the lessons and the spirit alike were to be found in the gospel.  Mutual exhortation must depend for its fitness and utility on mutual knowledge of the Christian doctrine.  Sparing acquaintance with Divine revelation would lead to scanty counsel and ineffective tuition (Eadie 251).” 

“Teaching and warning are the same verbs used in 1:28.  Here, however, both are directed toward the Christian (2Th 3:15).  Instead of arguing or berating we must lead into a fuller knowledge of the truth (Sturz 106).”  “It seems best to take the participles (teaching, admonishing, singing) as sharing the imperative force of the governing verb (Buttrick vol. 11).”  “What is very clear is the necessity of having the word deeply planted in the heart before one can think of ‘teaching and admonishing one another (Harrison).”  “The words ‘teaching and admonishing’ have the force of imperatives; that is, Paul was commanding believers to teach and admonish each other (Epp).”  “Our teaching and admonishing are by no means a return to the legalism of the commandments; they are a constant rehearsal of the great deeds of God in the OT and in Jesus Christ (Hubbard).”  “We teach and admonish one another, presenting our learnings, sharing our insights, being with, holding responsible, challenging, supporting, questioning, guiding-all for the building up of the Body, that we might all be equipped for ministry within and outside the church (Dunnam).”  “Teaching specially concerns doctrine; admonition concerns life.  If ‘the word of Christ’ is dwelling richly in the body of believers, they will be able to instruct and guide one another in every kind of wisdom which concerns Christian belief and conduct.  The instruction may be given in many ways, as by example or by speech and conference; but Paul specifies the occasions of social worship and the particular instrument of sacred song (Eerdman).”  “The worship of the Church is here viewed from the standpoint of the edification of the believers (Carson 1960).”


“The words ‘teach and counsel’ belong together.  One is conceptual, the other is relational.  We present the truth, but stand with a person with undiminishable loyalty and patience to help him act on that truth.  The word ‘counsel’ has been translated as both admonish and exhort.  It carries the deeper meaning of enabling a person to see what the Lord is saying to him and then assisting him to appropriate what he sees (Ogilivie).”

“teaching”  “Teaching emphasizes the positive instruction of truth (Gromacki 143).”  “Teaching points to positive instruction calculated to build one up in the faith (Harrison).”  “Christian teaching must be based on the teaching of Jesus Himself; it must be unmistakably ‘the word of Christ’ (Bruce).”

“If it seems strange to urge Christians to teach others by the songs they sing, one should compare Ep 5:19 where the same point is made: ‘Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord’ (Kent 125).”  “The words of every Christian song should be biblical - distinctly, clearly, and accurately reflecting the teaching of God’s Word (MacArthur).”

“admonishing”  The Greek word noutheteo; admonish, can be translated ‘warning’ (Epp; Goodrich).  “’Admonishing’ is the negative aspect in which warnings are given concerning the standards and obligations of God’s word (Kent 124-125).”  “The essence of admonition is warning and corrective function (Gromacki 143).”  “For those who persist in heretical ideas or actions we must warn of the consequences (Ti 3:10; 2Tm 3:16; Sturz 106).”  “Admonishing relates to the corrective function of the truth (Harrison).”  “As we know biblical truth, we are to admonish one another, not by the harsh word, but by our singing (Haskin 33-34).”
“one another”  The Colossians’ “experience of the word is not a merely individual one, for it is in the context of the fellowship of the Church that they are to learn its truths.  Thus there must be a mutual sharing of the word (Carson 1960).”  “’Each one’ indicates that the teaching and warning is not to be left up to the pastor.  No, all of us are priests in the house of God (1Pe 2:9).  Each must help the other (Sturz 106).”  “The church of Colosse did not have an apostle in its midst; and even its founder, Epaphras, was not available to help them.  But they had the Spirit of truth, and He indwelled each one of them.  Instructing one another implies a mutual responsibility (Harrison).”

“with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”  “This mutual instruction and warning are to take place ‘by means of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs’ (Obrien).”  “But were they, as the punctuation of ARV (w/ AV and ERV) suggests, to teach and admonish one another in ‘psalms and hymns and spiritual songs’?  Or should we take the verse as RSV does: ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God’?  There is plausibility in RSV’s punctuation, but it involves an overweighting of the participial clause at the end of the verse.  In the parallel passage in Ep 5:19 even RSV renders: ‘addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord with all your heart’ – which give the same general sense as the commoner punctuation does in the present Colossians passage.  But how could they teach and admonish one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs?  We may find an explanation in Tertullian’s description of the Christian love-feast at which, ‘after water for the hands and lights have been brought in , each is invited to sing to God in the presence of the others from what he knows of the holy scriptures or from his own heart.’  Antiphonal praise or solo singing for mutual edification in their church meetings is probably what the apostle recommends (Bruce 1957, 284).”
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs  “It is sometimes asked whether a strict threefold classification of praise is signified in the collocation of ‘psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.’  It is unlikely that any sharply demarcated division is intended (Bruce 1957, 284).”  “It is impossible to differentiate these words with any precision, for all may denote a song of praise to God (Harris 169).”  “Paul might be listing three types of Christian hymnody – songs from Scripture, songs about Christ, and songs from the Spirit (Harris 169).”  “Rigid distinctions should not be made between ‘psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.’  The language is intended to emphasize rich variety of song, not to give instruction in ancient hymnody.  Essentially the three terms are employed to heighten the idea of joyousness called for in the passage (Vaughan 103).’  “This is a broad expression and includes OT psalms, liturgical hymns as well as spontaneous Christian songs (Carson 1994).”

“psalms”  “The primary meaning is that of ‘songs set to music’ (Eerdman).”  “Since ψάλλω originally meant ‘pluck a stringed instrument’ ψαλμός could allude to musical accompaniment (Harris 169).”  “The ‘psalms’ might be drawn from the OT Psalter (which has supplied a chief vehicle for Christian praise from primitive times) (Bruce 1957, 284).”  “’Psalms’ are the OT Psalms sung to a musical accompaniment (Gromacki 143).”  This “refers to songs of praise and worship to God (Sturz 106).”  Psalm 119 particularly emphasizes the Word of God (Epp).  “God’s magnificent acts on Israel’s behalf dominate the psalms (Hubbard).”
“hymns”  “The psalms, for all their richness, do not suffice for a Christian hymnology (Harrison).”  “The ‘hymns’ might be Christian canticles (Bruce 1957, 284).”  “The hymns might be other compositions divested of Jewish imagery and theocratic allusions, and more adapted to the heathen mind (Eadie 252).”  “Believers compose ‘hymns,’ which consist of praises to the glory of God.  Some of these hymns have probably been incorporated into the inscripturated text (1Tm 1:15; 4:9; Gromacki 143).”  “Recent study of NT hymnody has shown that within early Christians hymns both didactic and hortatory [exhorting, advising] elements were featured (O’Brien).”  “Hymns were poems sung in praise of God.  Thus Augustine insisted that ‘there are 3 essentials of a hymn: It must be praise; it must be addressed to God; it must be sung’ (Eerdman).”  “It is deeply significant, too, that Pliny, when governor of Bithynia, not many years after the death of Paul, reported to the emperor that the Christians were in the habit of meeting before dawn ‘to sing a hymn antiphonally to Christ as to a god’ (Eerdman).”

“spiritual songs”  “The ‘spiritual songs’ might be unpremeditated words sung ‘in the Spirit,’ voicing holy aspirations (Bruce 1957, 284-285).”  These might be “impromptu rhythmic utterances produced under the influence of the Holy Spirit (Vaughan 103).”  “Spiritual songs probably refer to expressions of Christian experience set to music (Constable 43).”  “The spiritual odes were freer forms of song, the effusion of personal experience and piety, and do not simply point out the genus to which the entire class of such compositions belonged (Eadie 252).”  “’Spiritual songs’ (ώδαîs πνεματικαîs) is a more general reference to songs of a spiritual nature (Kent 125).”  “The sentiment hangs on the first clause – ‘let the word of Christ dwell within you nobly.’  These sacred songs, whether in the language of Scripture, or based upon it, could be sung in the right spirit only when the indwelling ‘word’ pressed for grateful utterance (Eadie 253).”  “Spiritual songs’ embrace all other forms of biblical truth which promote an emotional and lyrical response with the child of God (Gromacki 143).”  “While the early church used the psalms of the OT and hymns of praise, there is good reason for thinking that new compositions were framed under the inspiration of the Spirit to include the newer elements of truth that had not been revealed under the old covenant (Harrison).”  “Christ’s death and resurrection for us are the themes sounded in our spiritual songs (Hubbard).”  Songs were “a more widely used of many forms of poetry, not only sacred but secular as well.  Therefore, the word ‘spiritual’ is added to denote the religious character of these compositions.  They were ‘spiritual,’ not in the sense of being divinely inspired, but because they were composed by spiritual men and belonged to the sphere of spiritual realities (Eerdman).”  “Spiritual songs could be directed to fellow believers as well as to God.  Spiritual songs would reflect the personal experiences of believers, which could be edifying to others (Epp).”  “‘Spiritual songs’ are probably those which are inspired by the Spirit (Ellis).”

“spiritual”  The adjective πνεματικαîs, although feminine, in agreement with the nearest noun ώδαîs, could qualify all three terms (‘be means of Spirit-inspired psalms, hymns and songs’).  But whether πνεματικαîs here means ‘prompted by the Spirit’ or ‘sacred,’ the adjective seems more appropriately used of spontaneous ‘songs’ than more formal ‘psalms’ or ‘hymns’ already in existence.  Moreover, since ώδή is the widest term, denoting any type of song, and ψαλμός always and űμνος usually bear a religious sense, a restriction of the meaning of ώδή is apposite (Harris 169).”

“songs”  “In the early church the use of song could serve, just as it does today, as a most effective tool to convey the truth of God’s revelation in an attractive and easily remembered way (Kent 125).”

“singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” “It has been the testimony of Christians from earliest times that ‘Christ put a song in my heart’ (Ellis 798).”

“singing”  The Greek word is ado (Thomas).  “Believers will be ‘singing’ (Gromacki 144).”   “They must express verbally what is a reality in their hearts (Gromacki 144).”  From the beginning the Church was a singing Church.  It inherited that from the Jews, for Philo tells us that often they would spend the whole night in hymns and songs (Barclay).”  “While Paul gives no explicit directions for public worship, he does indicate that in it a large place should be given to sacred song (Eerdman).”

“Whatever view is taken of the punctuation or construction of the sentence, ...[it]...suggests that the singing might be a means of mutual edification as well as a vehicle of praise to God (Bruce).”  “The singing must be rooted in the word.  It is against the background of the indwelling word that this exhortation to edifying praise is set (Carson 1960).”  “The community of believers is a praising community.  It is a group of people rooted in the psalms and rooted in the Scriptures who love to join together to sing God’s praises with a heart of gratitude.  Enrichment is a natural result (Briscoe).”  “Every revival has been marked by a new expression of faith in song (Buttrick vol.11).”


The Hebrew verb for “to sing” is ranan, ‘to sing, shout, cry out.’  Found in both ancient and modern Hebrew, this word is used in modern Hebrew in the sense of ‘to chant, sing.’  It occurs approximately 50 times in the Hebrew OT, with about half of these uses being in the Book of Psalms, where there is special emphasis on ‘singing’ and ‘shouting’ praise to God.  Ranan is found for the first time in Lv 9:24 at the conclusion of the consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood.  When the fire fell and consumed the sacrifice, the people ‘shouted, and fell on their faces.’  Ranan is often used to express joy, exultation, which seems to demand loud singing, especially when it is praise to God: ‘Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee (Isa 12:6).  When Wisdom calls, she cries aloud to all who will hear (Pr 8:3).  To shout for joy (Ps 32:11) is to let joy ring out (Vine 234).”

Another Hebrew verb is “ŝîr, ‘to sing.’  This word appears frequently in ancient and modern Hebrew, as well as in ancient Ugaritic.  While it occurs almost 90 times in the Hebrew OT, it is not used until Ex 15:1: ‘Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord ….’  One might wonder if it took the miracle of the Exodus from Egypt to give the Israelites something ‘to sing’ about!  Over one quarter of the instances of ŝîr are found in the Book of Ps, often in the imperative form, calling the people to express their praise to God in singing.  One such example is found in Ps 96:1: ‘O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth.’  Frequently ŝîr is found in parallelism with zamar, ‘to sing (Ps 68:4,32)’ (Vine 234).”

The word ŝîr “singers,” also appears in a participial form.  In the Books of Chronicles, ŝîr is used in the participial form some 33 times to designate the Levitical ‘singers (1Ch 15:16).  ‘Female sings’ are referred to occasionally (2Sm 19:35; 2Ch 35:25; Ec 2:8; Vine 234).”

Additionally, ŝîr “song,” as a “noun is found about 30 times in the titles of various psalms as well as elsewhere in the OT.  Šîr is used of a joyous ‘song’ in Gn 31:27: ‘…And didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?’  In Jg 5:12 the word refers to triumphal ‘song,’ and in Ne 12:46 the word is used of a religious ‘song’ for worship (Vine 234).”
“with thankfulness in your hearts”  “When the gospel so possessed the heart as to fill it with a sense of blessing, then the lips might be tuned to song (Eadie 253).”  “As in v. 15 ‘heart’ is employed to refer to the whole of one’s being.  ‘Man should not only praise God with his lips.  The entire man should be filled with songs of praise’ (O’Brien).”  “The reference to the heart rules out any possibility that the apostle is using the word ‘grace’ in the classical sense of gracefulness, as though the singing must be finished artistry (Ellis).”  “I can’t sing-so my singing never does get beyond that which is in the heart (McGee).”  “In true worship the singing must be not only with the lips; there must be a corresponding song in the heart.  In fact, the music must first be in the heart and must continue in the heart (Eerdman).”  “Praise must come from the heart, not only in the sense of expressing the true aspirations of the worshipper, but also because the truths implicit in such ‘spiritual songs’ will require an inner reflection and assent (Carson 1960).”

“with thankfulness”  “Their songs will manifest thanks for the grace of God which has been given to them (1Co 10:30; Gromacki 144).”  “Where Christ’s wisdom is taught and His songs are sung, ingratitude finds no room.  ‘With thankfulness in your hearts to God’ is the way you are to worship, according to the Bible.  Thankfulness for the authority of Christ’s word, which never leads us astray; thankfulness for the power of Christ’s love, which will never let us go; thankfulness for the fellowship of the church, which God’s good news has brought into being (Hubbard).”  “A person in Christ comes to learn that thanksgiving not only gives praise for the pleasures of life but also the problems.  Thanksgiving heals pride and opens the door to the Lord’s blessing in difficulty.  When things are going well and we give thanks, we acknowledge that all life is a gift; but more so in anguishing perplexity (Ogilvie).”  “The very moment we can thank God for a problem, or an excruciating person or situation, we become open to receive the help the Lord is ready to give.  He can bless a thankful person because His heart is open and receptive (Ogilvie).”


“RSV may well be right in taking ‘grace’ here in the sense of ‘thankfulness’ – which is, as has already been said, our proper response to God’s grace (Bruce 1957, 285).”  “Many translators substitute ‘thanksgiving’ for ‘grace’ in this verse, which may be more accurate.  The word is charis, and the truth is the 2 meanings cannot be separated (Dunnam).”  “’Grace’ translates a term which may mean either grace or gratitude (depending upon the context in which it occurs).  If former sense is given the word, the meaning may be something like ‘under the inspiration of divine grace,’ or ‘by the help of divine grace.’  In spite of the fact that this is the more frequent sense of the Greek word, many able interpreters prefer to take it here to mean gratitude (Vaughan 103).”  “The phrase en chariti reminds the readers of sola gratia (by grace alone) which is the sole basis for existence and creates the realm in which the Christian life can exist and develop (O’Brien).”  “If ... we do justice to the definite article, there will be a reference here to the grace of God.  The grace will be the sphere in which the worshipper moves.  His singing will be the outward expression of his inner experience of God’s grace - he will sing ‘in the grace’ (Carson 1960).”  “This is not a demonstration of human talent but a demonstration of God’s grace in one’s heart (Epp).”  “To sing is good, but to sing ‘with grace’ in the heart is better (Ellis).”  “Grace could have its usual force here, in which case the heart is moved to sing in response to all that God has done in His loving-kindness.  This grace is greater than circumstance, enabling me to sing when suffering pain or indignity, as Paul and Silas did at Philippi (Ac 16:25; Harrison).”  “So grace and thanksgiving go together.  Add to that the fact that gifts of the Spirit, as talked about by Paul, charismata, have the same root word as grace and thanksgiving, and you have a rather complete picture of what the church is to be.  In the fellowship Christ dwells richly, because of grace (charis).

“in your hearts”  “The voice must express the praise of the heart if the singing is to be really addressed to God (Bruce 1957, 285).”  “Not everyone has a beautiful voice, nor is that required.  To God the beauty consists in whether or not the singing comes from the heart (Sturz 107).”  “Songs cannot be cold, lifeless, or without meaning.  Since it originates in the heart, that removes technical artistry as a requirement for this ministry of edification (Gromacki 144).”  “The formula, έν ταĩς καρδίαις describes the sincerity of the service, - the silent symphony of the heart (Eadie 252).”  “Such expressions of praise must not be from the lips only, but should be the overflow of hearts which have recognized God’s truth and desire to praise Him for it (Kent 125).”  

“Paul is unlikely to be thinking of inward, non-vocal praise or even of the inner spirit of praise (Harris 170).”

“to God.”  “τώ θεώ indicates Him in honor of whom this sacred minstrelsy is raised (Eadie 252).”  “If Paul encourages the Colossians to ‘sing with grace in their hearts to God,’ he speaks in the parallel Ephesians passage of ‘singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord’ (presumably meaning Christ) (Bruce 1957, 285).”  “Singing should always be God-centered (Epp).”  “It must be done ‘to the Lord’ not to entertain or to impress men (Gromacki 144).”  “The voice must express the praise of the heart if the singing is to be really addressed to God (Bruce).”  “This guards against the possibility of their imagining that because the worship should be edifying, therefore this is its chief function.  Its primary reference is God-ward and its edifying work is an outcome.  Indeed, the more its God-ward aspect is kept in view, the more will the believers be built up as their minds and hearts are drawn towards Him (Carson 1960).”

*********
“Paul probably made this section longer than the preceding two because he sent this epistle to Colosse with the Epistle to Philemon.  Onesimus, Philemon’s run-away slave, carried them (Constable 47).”  “Principles in Cl 3:22-25 for Christian slaves may be applied today to Christian employees (Geisler 684).”  “These instructions emphasized the positive side of obedience.  Servants were to obey to please God, not just to avoid punishment.  Even if their master did not commend them, they would have their reward from the Lord.  In the same manner, if they disobeyed, the Lord would deal with them even if their master did not (Wiersbe 144).”  “Allegiance to the heavenly Lord did not mean freedom from their earthly lords (Patzia 91).”
22. Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity in your heart, fearing the Lord.

“Applying the Lordship of Christ to the situation of the slave, Paul reminds them that their masters are ‘according to the flesh’ (H. Carson 94).”  “From the context it is evident that this obedience is to be toward both one’s earthly master and one’s heavenly master (Epp 159).”  “This does not involve any lessening of their authority, but it sets that authority in its right perspective as being subject to Christ’s sovereignty (H. Carson 94).”  “The obedience, then, of servants is to be … faithful and loyal and worthy of their Christian profession (Erdman 96).”
“Slaves”  “Paul is addressing himself to Christian readers (O’Brien 226).”  The Greek word is doulos.  Clark also refers to this word as “bondservants (295).”  “Slavery, with all its attendant evils, was not only universally accepted in ancient times but also considered a fundamental institution, indispensable to civilized society (Vaughan 219).”  Dunn claims: “Slaves in the Roman Empire were similar to domestic servants in Victorian Britain (Constable 47).”  “In Paul’s time, slaves probably made up the larger part of the population of the empire (Wuest 230).”  “Greek and Roman society was made up of masses of individuals without the ability or opportunity to work.  The economic, social and monetary systems that regulate modern society were unknown in the first century.  Think of the social chaos that would have resulted from setting free millions of slaves (Patzia 91-92).”  “The fact that Paul includes such a lengthy exhortation in Colossians indicates it was an issue that had to be emphasized to preserve order (Patzia 92).”

“There were nearly 60 million [slaves] and many of them were well-educated people who carried great responsibilities in the homes of the wealthy.  In many homes, the slaves helped to educate and discipline the children (Wiersbe 144).”  “And this was the status of the majority of ‘professional’ people such as teachers and doctors as well as that of menials and craftsmen (Vaughan 219).”  “In some cases slaves … had responsible personal and financial positions.  Many of them were treated kindly and honorably (Patzia 86).”  Slavery was a means of maintaining peace and order in the empire; the abolition of this institution would have led to political and economic chaos (Patzia 92).”
“Slaves were people with no rights, were property existing only for the comfort, convenience and pleasure of their owners (Vaughan 219).”  “Much secular literature of that period speaks of slaves in derogatory and demeaning terms.  A slave was a living tool and, with the exception of the ability to speak, was considered no better than a beast.  Their masters had powers of life and death over them, and they could be abandoned when their usefulness was gone.  Many were killed at the slightest provocation (Patzia 86).”
“Since many slaves became Christians, it should not come as a surprise that they are singled out for some specific instructions in the NT (1Co 7:20-24; Ep 6:5-8; 1Tm 6:1,2; 1Pe 2:18-25).  For the majority of them, membership in the Church may have been the only time and place they could experience equality and brotherhood.  But belonging to Christ did not remove them from the world or lead to their emancipation (Patzia 91).”  “They, more than anyone, needed clarification on the relation of their status in Christ to their lot on earth (Patzia 91).”  “These slaves needed some direction for their lives; they needed a higher motive than maintaining the status quo to explain why they must continue in their lowly position in the social order (Patzia 92).”  “The approach that the Church took toward slavery was determined largely by its theology rather than motivated by its concern for safety (Patzia 92).”  
“Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters … with sincerity in your heart”
“Servants must obey their masters and serve them well (Lindsell 1748).”  “The relationship between servants and masters can be compared to that of employees and employers today (Epp 159).”

“Paul neither condones slavery nor sanctions revolt against masters (Barker 1744).”  “Acknowledging the human distinctions of master and slave, [Paul] calls for no superficial service merely to catch the eye to win human favor (Ashby 1458).”  “Paul’s view was this: It is more important for Christians to carry out our mission as Christians, in whatever social conditions we find ourselves, than it is for us to make changing those conditions our primary concern (Mt 28:19-20; 1Co 7:20-22; Constable 47).”
“Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters”  W. A. Meeks “has pointed out that ‘the content of the admonitions would certainly be more readily approved by owners than by slaves’ (Bruce 167).”  “Why didn’t the church of that day openly oppose slavery and seek to destroy it?  For one thing, the Church was a minority group that had no political power to change an institution that was built into the social order (Wiersbe 144).”  In vv.22-25 “Paul made numerous points about the motives, attitudes, and conduct of Christian slaves.  Such instruction was remarkable in a master-slave society (Geisler 684).”  “Early Christianity was far from accepting the existing social order as satisfactory, but it was conscious of no mission to change it for the better.  It taught its adherents neither to conform to the external framework of their time, nor to seek directly to alter it, but to live within it a life rooted in a totally different order (Beare 227-228).”  Paul advocates “principles of brotherhood and justice and Christian sympathy by which the roots of the tree finally would cut and the accursed institution destroyed (Erdman 96).”  “Until these higher laws had modified the statutes of society and the regulations of the state, slaves were to recognize the legal right of this masters and to render them implicit obedience (Erdman 96).”

“These were Christian slaves working for the most part in the service of pagan masters (Wuest 229).”  “When such became Christians and came to look on barriers as done away in Christ, they must have found it difficult to perform the duties appropriate to their station (Morris 329).”  “Paul was careful to instruct Christian slaves to secure their freedom if they could (1Co 7:21); but he did not advocate rebellion or the overthrow of the existing order (Wiersbe 144).”  “There was no hope that [the Church’s] stance on the matter of slavery would influence Roman policies (Vaughan 219).”  “Paul did not argue for the abolition of slavery but urged Christians to behave as Christians within their social structure (Constable 47).”  “One of the clear messages in the Book Acts is that Christianity has not engaged in treasonous activity and should, therefore, be regarded as a legal religion within the Roman Empire (Ac 25:8; Patzia 91).”  “Had the first Christians been branded as an antigovernment sect, they would have been greatly hindered in their soul-winning and their church expansion (Wiersbe 144).”  Potentially, “to do so would have been suicidal, for what effect would a small and powerless group of Christians have had upon the might of Rome (Patzia 91)?”  “Paul reminds them (and us) that Christianity, while it infuses a new spirit into social relationships, does not abolish a man’s station in life (Morris 329-330).”  “Paul was much possessed with the need for keeping Christianity free from the suspicion it naturally created of undermining the constitution of society (Wuest 229).”  “Christianity is not primarily a movement for social reform (Morris 330).” “While it is good and right for Christians to get involved in the promotion of honesty and morality in government and society, this concern must never replace the mandate to go into all the world and preach the Gospel (Mk 16:15; Wiersbe 144).”   Dunn writes: “Those who live in modern social democracies, in which interest groups can hope to exert political pressure by intensive lobbying, should remember that in the cities of Paul’s day the great bulk of Christians would have had no possibility whatsoever of exerting any political pressure for any particular policy or reform.  In such circumstances a pragmatic quietism was the most effective means of gaining room enough to develop the quality of personal relationships which would establish and build up the microcosms (churches) of transformed communities (Constable 47).”

“There may well have been more slaves in the Colossian church than masters (1Co 1:26).  The friction inherent in this situation probably called for extended comments on master-slave relationships in the body of Christ and in this church particularly (Constable 47).”  “If a Christian servant had a believing master, that servant was not to take advantage of his master because they were brothers in the Lord.  If anything, the servant strived to do a better job because he was a Christian (Wiersbe 144).”
Vaughan asserts that Paul was dealing “with the duty of slaves in the context of the family because slaves were considered a part of the household (219).”  Bruce concur: “Within the context of a household code household slaves are primarily in view, and slaves in a Christian household at that.  But the directions given would be applicable to slaves whose duties were not within the household (slaves employed in agriculture or industry, for example), and to slaves of pagan masters (Bruce 167).
“Slaves, in all things obey”  “The command is absolute, as in v.20 (Clark 295).”  Boice points out that “’this does not admit of any debasing obedience, or of any yielding to sinful requirements’ (Clark 295).”  Paul “was obviously thinking of the Christian household and thus did not have in mind orders contrary to the principles of the Gospel.  They were not, of course, to obey such orders; no matter what their position in life, the Christian’s highest duty is to God, and all lesser duties must give way to this (Vaughan 220).”
“your masters on earth”  This expression … is not to be understood negatively or disparagingly, but rather shows that they are only lords within an earthly realm, within the sphere of human relations (O’Brien 226-227).”

“masters”  “Masters had almost total control over their slaves and could do with them what ever they pleased.  Few unsaved masters ever thought of treating their slaves with fairness, for slaves deserved nothing (Wiersbe 145).”

“on earth”  “’Earthly (NIV) is literally ‘according to the flesh’ (Geisler 683).”  “’On earth’ means in your physical relationship.  In spiritual matters the slave and his master were equal (Constable 47).”  “’According to the flesh,’ describes the masters as contrasted to the Lord who was the Master of these slaves with reference to their spiritual lives (Wuest 230).”  F. F. Bruce “makes the point that the expression κατά σάρκα. ‘according to the flesh,’ indicates the relationship between masters and slaves has particular reference to this present temporary world-order (O’Brien 227).”  “Only Christ is master of the spirits of believing slaves (Geisler 683).”
“not with external service, as those who merely please men”  Slaves were to “have a new attitude.  At one time they were motivated by a need for recognition and praise from their master (Patzia 93).”  “As non-Christians, their service was performed to gain human approval (Patzia 93).”  “Let your tasks be performed, not merely to men, but as servant of Christ, your spiritual and heavenly Master (Clark 295).”  They should be seen as “serving … from motives of duty and love, [not] only for inspection and a selfish desire merely to please men (Clark 295).”  “External” “service is linked with the word ‘menpleasers’ which has an unworthy ring in view of the Christian’s primary loyalty to please his Lord (H. Carson 94).”  “If a Christian slave had an unbelieving master, he would serve him more faithfully now because the reputation of Christ and Christianity was bound up with the quality of his service (Bruce 168).”
“external service”  The KJV is “not with eyeservice.”  “’Eyeservice’ is ophthalmodouleia, ‘service performed under the master’s eye, service which is most zealous when the eye of the master or overseer is upon them’ (Wuest 230).”  This “word not found before the Pauline writings, may have been coined by the apostle; it signified that service performed only to attract attention – and therefore superficial – not for tis own sake nor to please God or one’s own conscience (O’Brien 227).”  “’Eyeservice’ is the rendering of the barest minimum, or perhaps the carrying out of a duty without having any real interest in doing so (M. Carson 94).”  “If the plural is correct reading then it describes those actions which originate in this dishonest attitude (O’Brien 227).”  “’Eye-service’ is such as is rendered only when under close inspection; it makes a false show of industry and a great pretense of diligence.  It was a common fault of slaves (Erdman 96).”  “The person in Christ is to be distinguished for his conscientious, industrious integrity (Oglivie 137).”  “The Christian servant should be faithful in working all of the time, not just when his master is watching him (Epp 160).”

“as those who merely please men”  “Servants who know Christ as Savior should not serve ‘as menpleasers’ (Epp 160).”  “Men-pleasers” “are those who try to please others in a position of superior authority rather than God (O’Brien 227).”  “As a result, his work will be of high quality, and most masters will be pleased with it (Epp 160).”

“sincerity of heart”  The KJV is ‘singleness of heart.’  “’Singleness of heart,’ en haplotēti kardias, translates in the LXX the Hebrew beyosher lebabi in 1Ch 24:17, and speaks of a heart which is so true that it will bear God’s scrutiny (H. Carson 94).”  These words denote “the innermost part of man as simple and sincere (O’Brien 227).”  “The words, ‘in singleness of heart,’ are contrasted to the idea of the double-dealing of eyeservice (Wuest 230).”  “Lightfoot explains [this as] ‘undivided service’ (Wuest 230).”  Ellis translates this phrase as “in honest dedication (799-800).”  The Christian was to show “singleness of heart and [give] his full devotion to his master (Wiersbe 144).”  “The heart of every problem is the problem of the heart, and only God’s Spirit and God’s Word can change and control the heart (Wiersbe 145).”  “’Singleness of heart’ implies a heart that is fixed on one goal – that of honoring Jesus Christ in everything (Epp 160).”  Singleness of heart “implies the absence of all base and self-seeking motives (Vaughan 220).”  “One of the best ways a Christian can be a testimony when working with unbelievers is to take a sincere interest in his work and do the best job possible.  Unbelievers will recognize there is something different about that kind of person.  Halfhearted work is a poor testimony, and a believer who works this way should not expect to have an effective witness among his fellow workers (Epp 160).”

“fearing the Lord”  “These latter words ‘fearing the Lord’ do not refer here to God as they do in the OT (and in Rv 15:4) but to Christ (O’Brien 227).”  “Such reverence provides both the motive and manner of Christian conduct (Lk 18:2,4; 1Pe 2:17; Rv 11:18), not only in a general or basic sense but also in specific life situations within the structures of authority (O’Brien 227).”  “Christian slaves are above all else servants of Christ and they are to work first and foremost so as to please Him.  Not fear of an earthly master, but reverence for the Lord Christ should be their primary motive (O’Brien 228).”  “The real motive is not to be the desire to please men, but ‘fearing the Lord,’ dreading the displeasure of Him who is the real Master (Erdman 97).”  “His actions will not be guided by false, ulterior motives, but will be done in the fear of the Lord (O’Brien 227).”  They are to work as one [quoting Lightfoot] “fearing ‘the one Lord and Master, as contrasted with the masters according to the flesh (Wuest 230).”  A servant’s “attitude to his work should … be governed by the fear of the Lord, that reverential awe for his God.  This fear will mean that his duties will be done with an upright heart (H Carson 94).”  “A life in fear is controlled by the serious ness of judgment and redemption from one’s earlier life (O’Brien 227).”  They are to serve as “revering Christ with holy, loyal reverence as the true Lord and Master (Clark 295).”  “Working with an awareness of God’s character and presence enhances the dignity of the labor of even slaves (Geisler 683).”  “Even when his earthly master does not see him, his heavenly Master does (Epp 160).”

“fearing”  The Greek word is phobeomai.

23. Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.


“There are times when it’s difficult to work for people whose purposes and goals, along with their policies and practices, contradict our convictions.  Often our prayers lead us to change employment.  But not before we have done all we can to share Christ and what He means to us with the people for whom we work.  I believe that the Lord plants us in these very places where the Gospel is needed most.  Our reason for being there is not just the job, but what the Lord wants to have happen to the people around us (Oglivie 138).”
“Whatever you do, do your work heartily” “It is, ‘Whatever ye do (poieō), do (ergazomai) it.’  The English reader will observe that the two occurrences of the word ‘do’ are translated from two different words in the Greek text.  The first (poieō) refers to the mere doing of something.  The second is an advance upon the first word.  Ergazomai means, ‘to labor, do work.’  It is opposed to inactivity or idleness (Wuest 230).”  Whatever was assigned to the Christian slaves “they should do with their whole heart (O’Brien 228).”
“Whatever you do”  “’Whatever you do,’ is equivalent to … ‘in everything’ (O’Brien 228).”  This means whatever you “may be doing, at any time in your daily service (Clark 295).”  Christian duty extends to the whole Christian life, and always bears a relation to Christ, as Lord (Clark 295).”

“do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than men”  “Single hearts and sincere hearts were necessary for Christian servants to please God and serve their masters acceptably (Wiersbe 144).”  “Slaves should do their work primarily for the Lord (Constable 47).”  “Service is so rendered to men that Christ nevertheless holds supremacy of dominion, and is the supreme Master (Calvin 355).”  Paul “urges undivided service from the heart done as unto Christ (Ashby 1458).”  “Here, truly, is real consolation for all that are under subjection, when they hear that, while they willingly serve their masters, their obedience is as acceptable to Christ as if it had been rendered to Him (Constable 355).”  “This view of work transforms a worker’s attitudes and performance (Constable 47).”  The Christian “must not be the kind of servant, who, as C. F. D. Moule puts it, does not dust behind the ornaments or sweep below the wardrobe (Barclay 165).”
“do your work heartily”  “’Heartily’ is literally, ‘out from the soul’ (Wuest 231).”  They should serve “with a whole hearted endeavor (O’Brien 228).”  Lightfoot translates this phrase “do it diligently (Wuest 231).”  Their labors should be “genuine and from within, not merely by outward pretense (Geisler 683).”  “Clearly the apostle purposes to lift the slave’s tasks above the level of compulsive necessity to that of joyful service (O’Brien 228).”  Paul “insists that the slave must be a conscientious workman.  He is in effect saying that his Christianity must make him a better and more efficient slave.  Christianity never in this world offers escape from hard work; it makes a man able to work still harder (Barclay 164-165).”  “The Christian should never be one who works halfheartedly; rather, he should work with all his heart (Epp 160).”  His work was to be done “heartily, not grudgingly, and as to the Lord and not to men (Wiersbe 144).”  “This would encourage Christian servants to work eagerly and zestfully even for a master who was harsh, unconscionable, and ungrateful; for they would receive their thanks not from him but from Christ (Bruce 169).”  “But motivation is necessary; mercenary-mindedness excludes one from true Christian reward (Ac 8:18ff; Ellis 800).”
“as for the Lord rather than for men”  “The slave was encouraged not to rebel against his status, but to govern himself under all its disabilities as one whose supreme loyalty was to Christ (Beare 228).”  “Clearly the faithful service to be performed by these Christian slaves and which the apostle here calls for, will benefit their masters (O’Brien 278).”  “A Christian servant owed complete obedience to his master as a ministry to the Lord (Wiersbe 144).”  “They were to make of their drudgery and menial toil a sacred and religious duty (Erdman 97).”  “As a result of their relationship to Christ, they have been freed from viewing work as an obligation and performing it methodically and unenthusiastically for human approval (Patzia 93).”  “True service will spring from within ‘heartily, lit. ‘from the soul’) and will be directed ultimately towards the Lord (H. Carson 94).”  “Not only must the slave’s work be done in the fear of the Lord, but done as if it were actually for the Lord that he was doing it, and not for a mere human master (Wuest 231).”  “They are ever to keep in view that they are serving Christ in their daily tasks (Clark 295).”  “It is the Christian’s duty to please the Lord, and this he can do only by conscientious performance of his tasks quite apart from the recognition he receives from men.  If the principle of his conduct is the pleasing of men, he will neglect his duty where this motive cannot operate (Wuest 230).”  The Christian “should work with enthusiasm and do the best job possible because he realizes he is ultimately seeking to please the Lord (Epp 160).”  “Their service, Paul would say, is not to be rendered at all to their human master, but exclusively to Christ (Wuest 231).”  “This would transform the most menial responsibilities and give dignity to all of their work (Vaughan 220).”  “When you are motivated to please the Lord in what you do, you will not do halfhearted work.  The Christian employee who truly seeks to please the Lord will be a good testimony to his boss and to fellow employees.  No matter how tedious the job, it becomes more important when one realizes that he is doing it to please God, not just men (Epp 160).”

“When our work is done ‘as to the Lord,’ it takes on a new perspective, but also a new excellence.  At the end of each day or project, we should be able to say, ‘Lord, I’ve done my best because I did it for you.’  We have no other purpose than to please the Lord.  But that’s not always true.  Remuneration, recognition, false pride, competitiveness and compulsion often are our motives.  We need to ask, ‘Why am I doing what I do?’  The fact is that we were never meant to find meaning in our work but bring meaning to our work.  When Christ is our meaning we can work creatively to praise Him.  When our work becomes too important we make it a false god.  That can be true whether we work on an assembly line or in the pulpit.  Some of us have confused our self-worth with overwork.  We feel urged to justify ourselves with our performance.  True freedom in our employment comes when we seek the Lord’s guidance about where to work, ask Him for His strength to work industriously and effectively, and leave the results of our success up to Him (Oglivie 138).”

“rather than for men”  

24. knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
“knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance”  “Retribution might be what the slave would normally expect from his earthly lord (O’Brien 229).”  “In monetary terms, slaves were poor and had little opportunity of receiving an inheritance or improving their lot.  Ultimately, their compensation had to come from the Lord (Patzia 93).”  “This, however, is not something that the slave earns as a result of faithful service, because the believer’s inheritance is a gift of God.  The slave’s motivation is not material gain but ‘seeking the things that are above,’ which, in this case, is service to Christ and the reward that He gives (Patzia 93).”  “They must do their service to their earthly masters as part of their service to Christ.  It is to Him and not to them that they must look for their reward (Morris 330).”  “However their earthly master may reward their service, there is a Master who will give them a just recompense (Wuest 231).”  “A Christian employee should do his work with all his heart because he realizes his work will someday be judged by the Lord.  He will receive a reward for that which he has done well (Epp 160).”  “While in this world the slave-master relationship survives, to members of the Church there is a higher relationship embracing all under one Master from whom the reward will be received (Ashby 1458).”  Paul has already mentioned that an eternal inheritance has been prepared for the Colossians in heaven (1:5,12,27; 3:1-4; O’Brien 229).”  “The Lord will reward such service with an inheritance (1Co 4:5; Rv 22:12).  Imagine a slave receiving an inheritance (Constable 47)!”  T. K. Abbot notes: “Slaves could not be inheritors of an earthly possession (Clark 295).”  “Here he is being promised nothing less than the inheritance of God (Barclay 165).”

“They may receive nothing from their earthly masters but abuse and ill-treatment, but there is a Master who will reward (H. Carson 94).”  “He is your master; He has redeemed and purchased you, and He will most surely recompense those who serve Him (Clark 295).”  “Men may treat them as chattels but God treats them as sons and indeed as heirs (H. Carson 94).”  “A rich recompense is the assured heritage of all who work for Christ by serving an earthly master in such a way as to ‘adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in everything (Ti 2:10; Bruce 169).’”  “The real reward is the father’s approval (Ellis 800).”
“knowing”  This is their motivation “for such sincere and hearty service:” “Because you know (Clark 295).”
“you will receive the reward”  “Undoubtedly there is an allusion here to wages – or rather the lack of them – and the resentment that my have been generated between slaves and masters (Patzia 93).”  “Such labor is not unrewarded, though the slave does not receive wages; the reward will come to him in a higher sphere (Beare 228).”  “The high reward of life, however much materialists may scoff at ‘pie in the sky,’ is not to be sought in the material realm; and the slave was not deluded but ennobled when he was taught to seek something higher than earth could hold for him (Beare 228).”

“you will receive the reward of the inheritance”  “Christians believed that God had chosen them and given them an inheritance; they believed that Christ had brought them freedom and that this would be enjoyed fully when the Lord returned to judge the world and reward the saints (Patzia 92).”  “The slave is the Lord’s freedman (1Co 7:22); a son also, and an heir of God (Ro 8:15-17; Gl 4:6-7; Clark 295).”  “It is the reward of inheritance; by which [Paul] means that the very thing that is paid to works is freely given to us by God, for inheritance comes from adoption (Calvin 355).”  “The faithful ‘slave’ of Christ receives a son’s portion (Ellis 800).”  “The pledge of this reward is Christ Himself (H. Carson 94).”
“receive the reward of the inheritance”  Dillow writes: “The inheritance is a reward which is received as ‘wages’ for work done.  Nothing could be plainer.  The context is speaking of the return a man should receive because of his work, as in an employer-employee relationship.  The inheritance is received as a result of work; it does not come as a gift (Constable 48).”  “The NT revelation concerning the inheritance that believers can merit by faithful perseverance in the faith and good works is extensive.  Some passages indicate that it involves participation in the wedding banquet at the beginning of the messianic kingdom (Mt 25).  Others present it as involving an especially honorable resurrection (Lk 20:35; Pp 3:10-14).  Still other passages speak of it as reigning with Christ (Mt 19:27-28; Lk 19:17-19; 22:28-30; Ro 8:17-21) or as treasure in heaven (Mt 6:19-21,29; 19:21; Lk 12:32-33; 1Tm 6:17-19).  It also involves receiving praise and honor from Jesus Christ and the Father (Mt 6:1,5,16; 25:21; Jn 12:26; 1Co 4:5; 1Pe 1:6-7; 2Pe 1:10-11).  These honors are sometimes spoken of as crowns (Pp 4:1; 1Co 9:24-27; 1Th 2:19; 2Tm 4:6-8; Jm 1:12; 1Pe 5:1-4; Rv 2:10; 4:9-10; Constable 48).”  “Since none would wish to forfeit this precious gift through disobedience, Paul enjoins them to ‘serve the Lord Christ’ (O’Brien 229).”
“receive”  The Greek word is apolēmpsesthe, which here combines the ideas of receiving what is due and receiving in full (Vaughan 220).”

“reward”  “Reward” means “that which is paid back, a requital (Wuest 231).”  Lightfoot translates this word “the just recompense (Wuest 231).”  Dillow writes: “The Greek antapodosis means repayment or reward.  The verb antapodidomi never means to receive as a gift; it is always used in the NT of a repayment due to an obligation (Constable 48).”  “The reward is the same one referred to in 1:12 with respect to the believer’s inheritance (Patzia 93).”  “’Reward’ is here described in terms of an inheritance that relates to life in the presence of God (O’Brien 229).”
“the inheritance”  “The reference is clearly to the life of the age to come (Wright 150).”

“It is the Lord Christ whom you serve”  “Equally possible in the Greek, as a command, [is]: ‘Serve the Lord Christ (Wright 150)!”  Wright suggests the paraphrase: “So work for the true Master – Christ (150)!”  “So the forceful injunctions to slaves (vv.22-25) conclude with this comprehensive admonition (O’Brien 229).”  “It was natural for the apostle to sum up what he had said by an exhortation to serve the Master Christ in their human service (Clark 295-296).”  “The Lordship of Christ is also a means of encouragement and an incentive to faithful service (H. Carson 94).”  “The task may appear unimportant or trivial, but the person doing it is never that, and he or she has the opportunity to turn the job into an act of worship.  This attitude cannot be motivated by earthly reward, and so cannot be distracted is such prospects seem remote (Wright 150).”  “The new motive was found in the acceptance of the lowly status of slave, with all the indignities which it involved, as the sphere of service appointed for one by Christ (Beare 227).”  “The thought of Paul here is that the obedience of the slave ceases to be an enforced compliance with the authority of his master when he accepts it as the will of Christ for him and seeks to please Christ by doing service to his master with heartiness and good will.  His labor as a slave can then be viewed not as something that must be endured with patience because the joys of the new age are at hand, but as a service in which he can find fulfillment because it is done for Christ (Beare 228).”  “Even the most servile work thereby becomes a ministry and an act of worship (Constable 47).”  “We do not work for pay or for ambition or to satisfy an earthly master; we work so that we can take every task and offer it to Christ.  All work is done for God so that His world may go on and His men and women have the things they need for life and living (Barclay 165).”  “If more Christian employees today served their employers with genuine concern and as though they were serving God, quality and productivity would increase dramatically (Geisler 684).”
“Lord Christ”  “What Paul does in this section is to place slavery within the scope of Christ’s lordship – a thought not surprising, considering the development of the preeminence of Christ throughout the epistle (Patzia 92-93).”  Christ’s “lordship extends to all” the members of the Church, “including slaves (Patzia 93).”  “The title ‘Lord Christ’ occurs only here in the NT.  Evidently Paul coined it to stress Jesus’ lordship.  Jesus is the Messiah who as Lord will reward the faithful in the future.  There may be an intended contrast with ‘Lord Caesar’ (Constable 47n).”  “If Christ is Lord, then the quality of their service must be such as will please Him (Epp 94).”
“Lord”  “The word kurios, also means “master (Wuest 231).”  “’Lord’ is here used with a kind of double sense: it is a play on the ordinary civil use of kyrios as ‘master’ of the slave, and its religious use as the cult title of Christ (4:1; Beare 228).”
25. For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.
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