Hebrews 8
 
vs. 1. "The point of what we are saying is this:  We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,
 
This is the CHIEF point.  Previously the 2 priesthoods have been compared.  Now the work of the 2 priesthoods will be compared.  "we have" is the chief point because we personally have this high priest. (Guthrie)  Being seated at God's right hand indicates that the work of redemption is complete and that Christ is actively ruling with God as Lord over all. (1:13, 10:12, 12:2, Eph. 1:20, 2:6, Col 3:1, I Pet 3:22, Mk 16:19, Barker)  The tabernacle and temple had no seats, the priests had to perform their duties while standing.  This symbolized that their work was never finished.  This was further emphasized by the high priest's continual sacrifices offered for atonement year after year.  After Christ's atonement for our sins, He entered God's perfect heavenly sanctuary and sat down at the right hand of God the Father, signifying that the work was complete and that God approved of it. (Lindsell)
 
vs. 2. "and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man."
 
"true tabernacle;"  in contrast to the tabernacle of Moses, an imperfect and unpermanent copy of heaven's sanctuary. (Barker)  The heavenly sanctuary built by God corresponds to the Most Holy Place, the inner most sanctuary in Moses' tabernacle into which the high priest briefly entered with the blood of atonement once a year. (Lev. 16:13-15, 34, Barker)  Christ, our great high priest, dwells eternally in the heavenly sanctuary as our interecessor. (7:25, Barker)  We worship God in heaven from earth.
 
vs. 3.  "Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer."
 
An offering is something someone brings to God as a gift.  Most offerings were voluntary, sacred gifts showing devotion to God. (Barker)  Christ offered the gift and sacrifice of Himself. (7:27, 9:14, Elwell)  Offer in greek is verb tense that refers to a finished completed act. (Guthrie)  
 
vs. 4  "If He were on earth, He would not be a priest, for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the law."
 
Because He was born of the tribe of Judah, Christ would not be an earthly priest, because the tribe of Levi was the priestly tribe. (7:11, 14, Barker)  
 
vs. 5  "They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.  This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: 'See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.'"
 
"a copy and shadow of what is in heaven;" In heaven is the Most Holy Place, the true sanctuary of God.  (9:11-12, Barker)  The Levitical priest's work was earthly and temporal, Christ's work is spiritual and eternal.  9:24 shows that Christ exercises His priestly duties in God's presence. (Elwell)  The letter's readers are endanger of preferring the copy over the real thing. (Elwell)  "make everything according to the pattern shown you"  Both the tabernacle and its ministry were intended to illustrate symbolically the only way sinners may approach a Holy God and find forgiveness. (Barker)
 
vs. 6  "But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises."
 
A covenant is a bonding together of 2 people and is therefore different than a contract. (Elwell)  "covenant of which He is mediator is superior; (9:15, 12:24, I Tim 2:5)  "new covenant" (8-12, Jer 31:31-34,)  This covenant is better than the one God made with Moses at Sinai. (Ex 20:22- It becomes known as the old covenant (2 Cor 3:14) or first covenant (8:7, 9:15, 18, Barker)  One of the better promises is that the new covenant will be universal, not solely for the Jews. (May)  Christ is a more effective mediator because His work was done once for all and through His blood He has entered the heavenly sanctuary of God. (Guthrie)  
Conditions of the new covenant:
1. a change of heart/repentance
2. fellowship with God
3. knowledge of the Lord
4. forgiveness of sins
 
vs. 7  "For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another."
 
This is a similar argument to 7:11.  Cf. 7:18-19, Rom 8:3-4.  The old covenant was a broken covenant, broken by Israel's unbelief and disobedience.  Under the old covenant believers were given symbols and types.  Jesus is the reality to whom the symbols pointed.  The religious elite of Israel had fallen into legalism, attempting to save themselves by works, rather than by faith.  The new covenant will be unconditional.  The reason the new covenant is better than the old is because it is the fulfillment of the old.
 
vs. 8  "But God found fault with the people and said: 'The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah."
 
This passage is the longest sequence of OT verses quoted in the NT.  Jer 31 contains the only OT useage of "new covenant."  Through Latin, "new covenant" became NT.  "time is coming;" a phrase that often refers to the Messianic era.  This section is a key passage to the unity of the Bible. (Guthrie)  The new covenant is initiated by God.  The new covenant does not abolish the old covenant, but rather fulfills it.  This new covenant was in Christ's blood. (I Cor 11:25, 2 Cor 3:6)  God's commitments to His people are only possible through Christ's atoning death, where previously the covenant included the sacrifice of animals.  The new covenant is a fuller administration of God's saving grace.  The cup at communion became a symbol of God's new covenant.  "house of Israel and with the house of Judah;" the northern and southern divided kingdoms which will be reunited. (Jer 3:18, Ez 37:22, Hos 1:11) (Barker)  
 
vs. 9  "It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord."
 
"covenant I made with their forefathers;" This covenant was conditional on Israel's obedience. (Jer 7:23, 11:1-8, Ex 19:5)  "they did not remain faithful;" (Jer 11:10) the new covenant will compensate for man's inability to live up to the old covenant.  "my covenant;" God has initiated this covenant. (Barker)  "husband;" from Jeremiah, Hebrew word "ba'al" is comparable to feritlity god Baal. (Barker)  Marriage was a covenant relationship, and though Israel had proven unfaithful, God still had been faithful to her. (Guthrie)  Husband infers Christ as the bride and the church as the groom. (Walvoord)
 
vs. 10  "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord.  I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people."
 
"house of Israel;" united kingdoms (Barker)  "put my law in their minds" (Dt 6:6, 11:18, 30:14= "very near you" infers that upholding the covenant was obtainable, Ez 11:19, 18:31, 36:27) in contrast to setting the law before them externally (Dt 4:8, 13)  The written law (Ex 24:4, 31:18, 32:15-16, 34:28-29, Dt 4:13, 5:22, 9:9-11,10:4)had proved ineffective, now God "will write them on their hearts."  Judah's sin had been described as having been written on her heart (Jer 17:1) now God's laws will become inner principles.  Rather than an outward restraint, God will place an inward constraint. (Guthrie)  This inward transformation could be likened to regeneration.  Jeremiah saw the heart as stubborn and deceitful, (Jer 17:9) therefore the people needed a new heart.  God's law reflects the nature of God, which is unchanging.  God can not reduce His standards, therefore He must change men.  The readers were tending to apply the provisions of the old covenant to the new, resulting in legalism demonstrated through an outward show of spirituality.  The new covenant is the living relationship God creates with His people by means of His gracious and powerful working within them, calling them to faith and obedience.  "I will be their God and they will be my people;" basic summary of God's relationship to Israel, covenantal terms. (Jer 7:23, Ex 6:7, Lev 26:12, Hos 1:9-10, Ez 36:28, Dt 26:17-18)  This was, in the old covenant, and continues to be, in the new covenant, God's objective. (Elwell)
 
vs. 11  "No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest."
 
There is no longer a need for priests or prophets.  God, through the Holy Spirit; the counselor, will teach men directly. (Guthrie)  "they will all know me;" (Is 50:4, 54:13, Ez 36:25-27) God will be known experientially, not only through knowledge.  Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit believers can know God personally, individually, not corporately as a nation.  "least to greatest:" Each person will have individual access to God. (Guthrie)
 
vs. 12  "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."
 
God states implicitly that He will forgive their sins.  God acts in mercy, rather than judgement. (Guthrie)  Forgiveness of sins is the glorious basis for the new covenant.  Forgiveness of sin will no longer be temporal, but eternal. (II Sam 12:13, Is 38:17, 43:25, Mic 7:19, Ps 103:12)  Sins are no longer simply forgiven, they are forgotten/removed.  Cf. Rom 11:26-27  The breach in man's relationship with God, sin, can now be removed through our high priest. (Guthrie)
 
vs. 13  "By calling this covenant, "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear."
 
Even in the days of Jeremiah the Jews treated the old covenant as if it were obsolete.  Jeremiah's prophecy that a new covenant would come underlines that the old one would some day cease. (Guthrie)  For these Messianic Jews to return to the old ways would now be imposible, because the old is now obsolete. (Barker)  The old covenant was obsolete because of Israel's lack of faith and should not be emulated, in practice, by the Jewish Christians. (Elwell)  It did disappear when the temple was destroyed in AD70 and the Levitical sacrificial system ceased. (Walvoord)

