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25. Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live,
“It is stupid and futile to attempt to comment upon a passage so majestic and unfathomable; which indeed has the quality of music rather than of words, in that it suggests and brings home to the mind truths too deep and profound to be bluntly expressed in our stammering human speech (Gossip 643).”
“Christ declares that ‘He is the resurrection and the life,’ and then He explains, separately and distinctly, each clause of this sentence (Calvin 435).”
“Jesus was speaking to a woman whose brother was dead, and whose heart was sore and lonely.  And what He said leaped out across the barriers of death, giving us a tremendous promise for the future (Gossip 644).”  “In this and the following verses, our Lord corrects Martha’s feeble and inadequate notions, and sets before her more exalted views of Himself (Ryle 53).”  Christ “did not chide her, though she lacked wisdom, - wisdom which she ought to have possessed.  I do not think God’s people learn much by being scolded (Spurgeon 4).”  “Jesus answered Martha’s pleading with a beautiful word of comfort, which incidentally tests her faith (Kretzmann 473).”  “Jesus affirmed that believers would one day be raised from the dead (Wiersbe 336).”  Jesus revealed Himself to Martha, “that in Him she might behold reasons for a clearer hope and a more substantial faith (Spurgeon 2).”  “By His reply, Jesus turned Martha’s acceptance of a dogma into faith in His person.  In what is surely one of His most majestic and comforting utterances, Jesus said that He embodied the vital power to bring the dead to life (Tenney 118).”  “As Chrysostom ways, “He shows her that He needed none to help Him (Ryle 53).”  “God’s people need to know more of what Jesus is, more of the fullness which it has pleased the Father to place in Him (Spurgeon 4).”  Jesus “would have her to know that He was Himself precisely what she wanted for her brother (Spurgeon 4).”  “She had thought of what Jesus might have done if He had been there before; now He let her know what He is at the present moment (Spurgeon 4).”  “To Martha [Christ] intimates that He has power to raise the dead, and that this power is so much His own that He needs no instrument or means to apply it; that He Himself, as He stood before her, contained all that was needful for resurrection and life.  He intimates all this, but He intimates much more than this.  That He had the power to raise the dead it would, no doubt, revive the heart of Martha to hear, but what guarantee, what hope, was there that He would exercise that power:  And so Christ does not say, I have the power, but, I am (Dod 366).”  “I am that high and holy One who, by taking man’s nature upon Me, have ennobled His body, and made its resurrection possible.  I am the great First Cause and Procurer of man’s resurrection, the Conqueror of death, and the Savior of the body.  I am the great Spring and Source of all life, and whatever life any one has, eternal, spiritual, physical, is all owing to Me.  All that are raised from the grave will be raised by Me.  All that are spiritually quickened are quickened by Me.  Separate from Me there is no life at all.  Death came by Adam: life comes by Me (Ryle 53).”  “It is not only that I have this power to exercise on whom I may; but I am this power, so that if He be one with Me I cannot withhold the exercise of that power from Him (Dod 366).”
Jesus assured Martha “that in Him were resurrection and life; that all, therefore, who belonged to Him were uninjured by death, and had in Him a present and continuous life (Dod 365).”  “Jesus says in effect to Martha: My triumph over death does not await that final hour for its manifestation.  Even now the whole power to impart, maintain, and restore life resides in Me (Clark 199).”  Christ “can give life, even when death had apparently claimed a person for his own.  And with the resurrection the true life in and with Him will have its beginning (Kretzmann 473).”  “The believer may die, as Lazarus had done, but by Christ’s power will ‘live,’ i.e., experience resurrection.  But even more important is the possession of eternal life gained through faith in Christ (Harrison 329).”  “That men live and breathe, and are endued with sense, understanding, and will, all tends to their destruction, because there is no part or faculty of the soul that is not corrupted and turned aside from what is right.  Thus it is that death everywhere holds dominion, for the death of the soul is nothing else than its being estranged and turned aside from God.  Accordingly, they who believe in Christ, though they were formerly dead, begin to live, because faith is a spiritual resurrection of the soul, and – so to speak – animates the soul itself that it may live to God (Calvin 435-436).”  “The believer’s death shall be swallowed up in life, and His life shall never sink into death.’  As death comes by sin, it is His to dissolve it; and as life flows through His righteousness, it is His to communicate and eternally maintain it (Brown 418).”  “Whosoever believed in [Christ], though, like Lazarus, he were outwardly dead, yet he should surely live; his soul would live in heaven when his body lay in the grave, and his body would surely rise again to immortal life, by virtue of His union with Him, ‘the Resurrection and the Life’ (Henry 382).”  “The raising of Lazarus is but a symbol of this general and abiding truth (Howard 644).”  
“It was not easy for Martha to understand how the Lord Jesus could Himself be the resurrection and the life, and yet her brother was dead.  It was not an easy truth for her to believe, for it is not easy for us.  How can he that died be life?  How can he whose members are still in the grave be the resurrection?  How can the Son of Man have such a wonderful power that resurrection and life should be entirely dependent upon Him (Spurgeon #1568)?”  “Indeed, it was hard for Martha to believe her Lord to be the life, because it seemed contrary to her experience.  ‘Though he were dead, yet shall he live;’ she might hope that this was possible in the ease of Lazarus; but then the Lord had said, ‘He that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.’  How could this be true? For Lazarus lived and believed in Jesus, and yet he had died.  Her experience seemed to be contrary to Christ’s statement, and this might have rendered it difficult to believe, and therefore the Lord said, ‘Believest thou this?’ (Spurgeon #1568).”  “She was called on to believe in the union of Christ with His people; that they are so one with Him, that they are partakers of His life, that if they should come under the power of death they should be delivered out of it; and that being out of the power of death they shall never come under it: in Christ the dead shall live, the living shall not die (Spurgeon #1568).”
“Martha had to believe that Christ was the Resurrection and the Life as a condition precedent to seeing that He was so (Maclaren 87).”  “Her faith was the condition of her being able to verify the facts which her faith grasped (Maclaren 87).”  “A man gets from Christ what he trusts Christ to give him, and there is no other way of proving the truth of His promises than by accepting His promises, and then they fulfill themselves (Maclaren 87).”  “You must first ‘taste’ before you ‘see that the God is good.’  Faith verifies itself by the experience it brings (Maclaren 87-88).”
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life” “The Lord now moved to correct Martha’s imperfect faith (v.22) by drawing her attention to His lordship over death (Harrison 329).”  “Christ replies, that He is the Author of a more excellent life; and that is, because He quickens the souls of believers by divine power (Calvin 436-437).”  “What Martha scarcely dared to hope was about to become real, for He, who was the Prince of life also at this moment, was victor over death, over death in every form (Hendriksen 150).”  “Our Savior puts a certain truth before good Martha in distinct terms: He left the general haze of the resurrection in which she believed, and said, ‘I who stand before you am the resurrection and the life.  Believest thou this?’  Do you believe the doctrine put in this clear form and shape?  He gave her crisp, sharp, definite teaching, and said, ‘Believest thou this?’  He brought before her mental vision, not an impalpable, shadowy image and specter of truth, but a solid, substantial statement that He Himself was the resurrection and the life, raising those who believe in Him from the dead, and keeping in life those who, being alive, believe in Him; and the He demanded: ‘Believest thou this?’ (Spurgeon #1568).”
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection” Martha “was in this great fundamental doctrine a thoroughly sound believer, but she had not yet seen the resurrection in the Christian light, and perceived our Lord’s connection with it.  She had not yet learned enough to afford her comfort under her heavy loss: for it is clear that she derived very little consolation from the fact of a distant and general resurrection: she needed resurrection and life to come nearer home, and to become more a present fact to her.  Our Savior points her to a truth concerning Himself which would answer that purpose (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Jesus did not deny what Martha said about the future resurrection.  The resurrection of the human body is a cardinal doctrine in the orthodox Jewish faith.  But in His great ‘I Am’ statement, our Lord completely transformed the doctrine of the resurrection and, in so doing, brought great comfort to Martha’s heart (Wiersbe 336).”  “By His teaching, His miracles, and His own resurrection, Jesus clearly taught the resurrection of the human body (Wiersbe 336).”  Jesus moved “the doctrine of the resurrection out of the future and into the present.  Martha was looking to the past and saying, ‘He could have prevented Lazarus from dying (Jn 11:37)!’  But Jesus tried to center their attention on the present: wherever He is, God’s resurrection power is available no (Ro 6:4; Gl 2:20; Pp 3:10; Wiersbe 336).”  
“I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live”
“Apart from Jesus Christ, [we] are dead in trespasses and sins.  The life that we live in the flesh is an apparent life, which covers over the true death of separation from God (Maclaren 88).”  “It is one thing to believe that Jesus will have power, at the last day, to raise the dead; but do we believe that He is even now the resurrection and the life (Spurgeon #1568)?”  Christ “does not need to ask that life shall be restored; He does not bid Martha to wait some future day; He is Himself the Source of life-giving power.  It is our relation to a present, divine Lord which gives us comfort.  This spiritual fellowship is the basis and pledge of bodily resurrection and eternal reunion (Erdman 103).”  “When we believe in Jesus, when we accept what He says about God and about life and stake everything on it, in truth we are resurrected for we are freed from the fear which is characteristic of the godless life; we are freed from the frustration which is characteristic of the sin-ridden life; we are freed from the futility of the Christless life.  Life is raised from sin’s death and becomes so rich that it cannot die but must find in death only the transition to a higher life (Barclay 96).”  “Jesus was saying that He embodied the resurrection life that could overcome death and that believers would be assured of an inheritance in the age to come (Tenney 118).”
“Christ declares that it is possible for Him to communicate to dying and to dead men a life which triumphs over death, and laughs at change, and persists through the superficial experience which we christen by the name of Death, unaffected, undiminished (Maclaren 88).”  “Faith in Christ is the source of a spiritual resurrection, which is a present and abiding experience of such blessedness that it cannot be affected by any bodily change.  What is called death is but an incident in the course of an endless life.  The believer never dies (Erdman 103).”  “You see what you think is death, but they do not truly die, they rise into a higher life.  That which is the essence of death never touches believers, - they ‘depart out of the world unto the Father;’ they go ‘to be with Christ, which is far better,’ but they do not die.  Death as a penal sentence, in its innermost meaning, never comes near to those for whom Jesus has borne death upon the cross; His death, in their stead, is the death of death to them (Spurgeon #1568).”
The Apostolic Constitutions (381-394) state: “We are persuaded that death is not a retribution of punishment, because even the saints have undergone it.  In fact, even the Lord of the saints, Jesus Christ, the life of those who believe and the resurrection of the dead, {experienced it}…. For it is He who raised Lazarus when He had been in the grave four days, and Jairus’ daughter (Mk 5) and the widow’s song (Lk 7).  It is He who raised Himself by the command of the Father in the space of three days who is the pledge of our resurrection (Elowsky 14).”  “There is an essential difference between the decease of the godly and the death of the ungodly.  Death comes to the ungodly man as a penal infliction, but to the righteous as a summons to his Father’s palace: to the sinner it is an execution, to the saint an undressing.  Death to the wicked is the King of terrors: death to the saint is the end of terrors, the commencement of glory.  To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing.  Death is ours; it is set down in the list of our possessions among the ‘all things,’ and it follows life in the list as if it were an equal favor.  No longer is it death to die.  The name remains, but the thing itself has changed (Spurgeon 6-7).”
“The body of the believer is certain to be raised; it is not to continue forever under the power of death (Erdman 103).”  The Apostolic Constitutions (381-394) state: “For the almighty God Himself will raise us up through our Lord Jesus Christ, according to His infallible promise, and grant us a resurrection with all those that have slept from the beginning of the world.  And we shall then be such as we now are in our present form, without any defect or corruption.  For we shall rise incorruptible; whether we die at sea, or are scattered on the earth or are torn to pieces by wild beasts and birds, He will raise us up by His own power.  For the whole world is held together by the hand of God…. This resurrection was not believed by the Jews, when of old they said, ‘Our bones are withered, and we are gone (Ek 37:11).’  To whom God answered and said, ‘Behold, I open your graves and will bring you out of them.  And I will put My Spirit into you, and you shall live: and you shall know that I the Lord have spoken it and will do it (Ek 37:13-14).’  And He says by Isaiah: ‘The dead shall rise, and those that are in the graves shall be raised up.  And those that rest in the earth shall rejoice, for the dew which is from you shall be healing to them (Isa 26:19).’  There are indeed many and various things said concerning the resurrection, and concerning the continuance of the righteous in glory and concerning the punishment of the ungodly, their fall, rejection, condemnation, shame, ‘eternal fire and endless worm’ (Isa 66:24; Elowsky 14).”
“Let us fall back upon these great words of the Master, and see that the things which constitute the living heart of His message and gift to the world are neither more nor less than these three: the supernatural Christ, the life which He imparts, and the condition on which He bestows it (Maclaren 84).”  “Fall back upon the great central verity, a Christ from above, the Giver of Life to all that put their trust in Him (Maclaren 84).”  “When we accept Christ’s way as our way, life becomes so lovely a thing that we cannot conceive of it ending incomplete (Barclay).”  Athanasius of Alexandria (c.295-373; fl.325-373) amplifies Christ’s words: “I am the voice of life that awakens the dead.  I am the good odor that takes away the foul odor.  I am the voice of joy that takes away sorrow and grief.… I am the comfort of those who are in grief.  Those who belong to Me are given joy by Me (Elowsky 13).”
“There is nothing worth calling life, except that which comes to a quiet heart submissive and enfranchised through faith in Jesus Christ (Maclaren 88).”  “Even in this present life Christ has been for untold multitudes ‘the resurrection and the life.’  Through Him and in Him dead souls can and do rise up out of the sleep of death, become alive, grow sensitive, active, purposeful, endowed with powers they did not have before.  That is a claim made confidently everywhere in the NT.  Of the fact of it, apostles and evangelists are entirely sure.  But their astonishment over the wonder of it never so much as begins to dim or lessen (Gossip 644).”  “Explain it how you will, this thing has actually taken place times without number.  And the one possible solution, the only key to the mystery, is Christ.  When men believe in Him, this happens.  Without Him, it does not (Gossip 644).”
“They who have learned to obey Christ’s voice in life will most quickly hear it, and recognize its authority, when they sleep in death.  They who have known its power to raise them out of spiritual death will not doubt its power to raise them from bodily death to a more abundant life than this world affords.  They once felt as if nothing could deliver them; they were dead – deaf to Christ’s command, bound in bonds which they thought would hold them till they themselves should rot away from within them; they were buried out of sight of all that could give spiritual life, and the heavy stone of their own hardened will lay on their ruined and outcast condition.  But Christ’s love sought them out and called them into life.  Assured that He has had power to do this, conscious in themselves that they are alive with a life given by Christ, they cannot doubt that the grave will be but a bed of rest, and that neither things present nor things to come can separate them from a love which already has shown itself capable of the utmost (Dod 366-367).”
“Men found themselves surrounded by a divine love in Christ that even now and even here had done and kept on doing for them far more than they could express.  And yet, marvelous though their experiences of it had already been, they had the feeling that far from exhausting itself in these, all that they had received thus far was only a preface and a foretaste of what that divine grace had set itself to accomplish for them and in them (Gossip 644).”  “Much more, so these men felt, the love of God to us in Jesus Christ was not a passing thing, but would require a whole eternity in which to express itself with adequacy, and work out for us and in us all He has in His heart to give us.  Calvary itself was only a beginning.  There is infinitely more for us in Christ even than that.  The longer they knew Him, the more wonderful and in all ways sufficient did He grow.  And each height gained revealed new peaks still to be won (Gossip 644-645).”  “And they could not believe that all this was cut off abruptly with one’s death.  Rather, they watched their loved ones slipping out and out, until they lost them in the glory of a sunset which was not the end but only the dawn of a new and fairer day.  And for themselves, they lived their lives with diligence and with thanksgiving; and yet waited for death with an eager excitement, knowing that it would lead them into something vastly better than all that they already had (Gossip 645).”  “Already they could feel its mighty tides plucking at them, and enticing them from these tame inland waters, out and still out, until they lost themselves in that divine love which they knew to be illimitable and unending, the length and breadth and height and depth of which pass our poor groping human understanding.  Only they are entirely sure that Christ’s grace toward them does not end at death; that on the contrary, eye hath not see, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive the things that He has prepared farther out, and farther on, for them who love Him (Gossip 644-645).”  
“I am the resurrection and the life” “Jesus is the resurrection and the life; the resurrection and the life, that is Jesus.  Both the resurrection and the life are rooted in Him (Ro 6:8,9; 1Co 15:20,57; Cl 1:18; 1Th 4:16; Hendriksen 150).”  In essence Christ is saying: “I am the resurrection – of the dead.  And the life – of the living (Wesley 318).”  Jesus “virtually says, ‘I am to Lazarus the Power that can make Him live again; and I am the Power that can keep Him in life (Spurgeon 4).”  Christ “proclaims the glorious truth, ‘I am the resurrection and the life;’ ‘I, even I, the Master, am He that has the keys of life and death in His hands (Ryle 46).”  Christ “has declared once for all that death is real, that there is life after death, and that the body will one day be raised by the power of God (Wiersbe 336).”  “Jesus identified Himself with both ‘resurrection’ and ‘life,’ which are complementary aspects of the same thing (Guthrie 1050).”  “Jesus was saying more than that He gives resurrection and life.  In some ways these are identified with Him, and His nature is such that final death is impossible for Him.  He is life (14:6; Ac 3:15; Hb 7:16; Morris 1540).”  “Jesus is the resurrection and the life in person, the full, blessed life of God, all His glorious attributes: omniscience, wisdom, omnipotence, love, holiness, etc. (Hendriksen 150).”  With Christ “removed, nothing but death is left.  With Him present, resurrection and life is assured.  The Prince of life is ever the conqueror of death.  Not only is He this by and by in the resurrection on the last day; He is this always (Hendriksen 150).”  “The Resurrection and the Life of the new Age is present right now because Jesus is the Lord of life (1:4; Blum 314).”  “These things were wherever [Jesus] was (Spurgeon 4).”  “It was the purpose of the mission of the resurrected Christ to bring life in the fullest sense (Guthrie 1050).”  “Jesus does not merely say that He will bring about the resurrection or that He will be the cause of the resurrection - both of which are true (Köstenberger 2045).”  “Resurrection from the dead and genuine eternal life in fellowship with God are so closely tied to Jesus that they are embodied in Him and can be found only in relationship to Him (Köstenberger 2046).”  “By His Spirit [Christ] regenerates the children of Adam, who had been alienated from God by sin, so that they begin to live a new life (Calvin 435).”  “The life of every Christian is Christ.  He is the beginning of life, being the Resurrection: when He comes to us we live.  Regeneration is the result of contact with Christ: we are begotten again unto living hope by His resurrection from the dead.  The life of the Christian in its commencement is in Christ alone; not a fragment of it si from himself, and the continuance of that life is equally the same; Jesus is not only the resurrection to begin with, but the life to go on with (Spurgeon 7).”  “All this is in connection with Jesus.  Resurrection with Jesus is resurrection indeed.  Life in Jesus is life indeed.  It endears to us resurrection, glory, eternal life, and ultimate perfection, when we see them all coming to us in Jesus (Spurgeon 6).”
	“Note the order: first resurrection, then life; because resurrection opens the gate to immortal life (Hendriksen 150).”  “In this case the revelation of word preceded the revelation of deed (Harrison 329).”  “Resurrection comes before life because new life is the product of resurrection (Guthrie 1050).”  “Restoration from death to life naturally comes before the state of life.  Now the whole human race is plunged in death; and, therefore, no man will be a partaker of life until he is risen from the dead.  Thus Christ shows that He is the commencement of life, and He afterwards adds, that the continuance of life is also a work of His grace (Calvin 435).”
“I am the resurrection” “In and through [Christ], the Lord from heaven, and through His undertaking and work as Mediator, all the dead are to rise again.  He is the Author of the resurrection; it will be effected by His power, His salvation alone will render it a blessing.  In every sense is He the Resurrection; the source, the substance, the first fruits, the efficient cause of it (Henry 382).”  
“I am … the life” “What higher claim to supreme Divinity that this grand saying can be conceived (Brown 418)?”  “Not only is Jesus the bringer of life, but He is essential life in His own person (Howard 644).”  “Here is Self-Existence.  Life in Himself!  Even as the Mediator, the Lord Jesus tells us that it is given Him to have life in Himself, even as the Father hath life in Himself (5:26; Spurgeon 7).”  “The whole power to impart, maintain, and restore life, reside in” Christ (Brown 418).  “All life, and the giving and returning of life to men, is centered in Him.  Eternal life is in Him from eternity (Kretzmann 473).”  Christ “is the Fountain, the Support, and the Giver of life, spiritual and eternal’ no man can have it but by and from Him (Henry 382).”  “Your spiritual life in every breath it draws is in Christ (Spurgeon 7).”  “We have not a breath of life anywhere but in Jesus, Whoever liveth to give life (Spurgeon 8).”  “If, then, I want to live unto God, I must have Christ; and if I desire to continue to live unto God I must continue to have Christ; and if I desire to have that life developed to the utmost fullness of which it is capable, I must find it all in Christ.  He has come not only that we may have life, but that we may have it more abundantly.  Anything that is beyond the circle of Christ is death (Spurgeon 8).”  “We live not for any other reason – not because of anything in us or connected with us, but only because of Jesus (Spurgeon 8).”
“I am” “This is the fifth of Jesus’ great ‘I am’ revelations (Blum 314).”  “There are seven (6:35; 8:12; 10:9,11; 14:6; 15:5; Hendriksen 149).”  “The ‘I am’ statement here represents a claim to deity (Köstenberger 2046).”  “One thing is very clear and plain: none could use this language but one who knew and felt that He was very God.  No prophet or Apostle ever spoke in this way (Ryle 53).”
“life”  “All is summed up in that one favorite word of our Lord as revealed in this fourth Gospel, which includes in itself everything of blessedness and of righteousness – life, life eternal (Maclaren 88).”  “Christ, then, does not think of immortality as we do.  The thought of immortality is with Him involved in, and absorbed by, the idea of life.  Life is present thing, and its continuance a matter of course.  When life is full, and abundant, and glad, the present is enough, and past and future are unthought of.  It is life, therefore, rather than immortality Christ speaks of; a present, not a future, good; an expansion of the nature now, and which necessarily carries with it the idea of permanence.  Eternal life He defines, not as a future continuance to be measured by ages, but as a present life, to be measured by its depth.  It is the quality, not the length, of life He looks at.  Life prolonged without being deepened by union with the living God were no boon.  Life with God, and in God, must be immortal; life without God He does not call life at all (Dod 365).”
“Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live” “He that believeth in Me, though he die, yet shall he live – in life everlasting (Wesley 318).”  “‘He who believes in Me,’ even if he dies physically shall live spiritually and eternally (Ryrie 1622-1623).”  “I think our Savior means that even now His dead are alive (Spurgeon 6).”  “The sense I believe to be this: ‘He that believes in Me, even if he has died, and been laid in the grave, like thy brother, shall yet live, and be raised again through My power.  Faith in Me unites such a one to the Fountain of all life, and death can only hold him for a short time.  As surely as I, the Head, have life, and cannot be kept a prisoner by the grave, so surely all My members, believing in Me, shall live also (Ryle 54).”  Jesus is in essence saying: “I would have you further learn that I being here your brother shall live though he has died (Spurgeon 4).”
	“Jesus’ words about life and death are seemingly paradoxical.  A believer’s death issues in new life (Blum 314).”
Jesus “declares that the condition on which He, the Life-giver, gives of His immortal life to dying men, is their trust in Him (Maclaren 88).”  “Faith is the only channel by which we can draw from Jesus our life (Spurgeon 8).”  “Why doth the Lord so continually make faith to be the only link between Himself and the soul (Spurgeon 8)?”  Because faith is a grace which arrogates nothing to itself, and has not operation apart from Jesus, to Whom it unites us (Spurgeon 8).”  “Christ puts His crown on faith’s head, exclaiming, ‘Thy faith hath saved thee;’ but faith hastens to ascribe all the glory of salvation to Jesus only.  So you see why the Lord selects faith rather than any other grace, because it is a self-forgetting thing (Spurgeon 8).”  Believe “in the sense that the conviction of these truths is so deep in your hearts that it moves your whole nature to cast yourselves on Jesus Christ as your Savior and your all.  That is the belief to which alone the life that is promised here will come (Maclaren 87).”  “Today the Lord has rest, and peace, and joy to give to you.  Lose not these treasures by unbelief (Spurgeon 3).”
“This is truly a remarkable commendation of faith, that it conveys to us the life of Christ, and thus frees us from death (Calvin 436).”  “This is more than an announcement of the general resurrection on the last day; this looks forward to Jesus’ own rising from the dead and affirms that believers in Him, being united to Him by faith, will share His risen life even though they experience bodily death.  More than that, so far as this sharing His risen life, this possession of eternal life, is concerned, it is a life which knows no death (Bruce 244).”  “The fear of death vanishes, for death means going to the great lover of the souls of men (Barclay 95).”  Believers, “though they seemingly succumb to temporal death, yet have life, are full possessors of life in the very midst of death, they are partakers and sharers with Christ in the full and complete life that had no beginning for Him and shall have no end for them that put their trust in His redemption alone.  Death is only the gateway to the full and perfect life; it has no terrors for the Christian, since it has been swallowed up in victory by the resurrection of Jesus  Whatever experience believers have of death is all on this side of the grave (Kretzmann 473).”  Believers conquer “through faith in the words of Jesus (Kretzmann 473).”  Cyrpian of Carthage (fl.248-258) wrote: “If we believe in Christ, let us put faith in His words and promises.  Since we shall not die once and for all, let us pass into Christ in joy and confidence since we shall live and reign with Him forever (Elowship 15).”  “When we know [Christ] by faith, we need not fear the shadow of death (Wiersbe 336).”  “This is the glorious hope of the Church, wherein we see the death of death, and the destruction of the grave (Spurgeon 6).”  
“Physical death fails to quench the believer’s real life; on the contrary, such death is gain, for it introduces him into the full enjoyment of life (Hendriksen 150).”  “Believing is followed by living.  The life of heaven is meant (Hendriksen 150).”  Believers who have “died’ “are not in the grave, they are forever with the Lord.  They are not unconscious, they are with their Lord in Paradise.  Death cannot kill a believer, it can only usher Him into a freer form of life.  Because Jesus lives, His people live.  God is not the God of the dead but of the living: those who have departed have not perished (Spurgeon 6).”  “Those who, like Lazarus, are believers in [Christ] still live spiritually, though their bodies perish.  Thus He presents Himself as the Author not only of the resurrection, but of that spiritual life which death cannot touch and which is eternal (Erdman 199).”  Cyril of Alexandria (375-444; fl.412-444) wrote: “If anyone notices that even the saints who have received promises of life die, this is no reason for concern, since it is what naturally happens.  The display of the grace {of resurrection} has been reserved until the appointed time.  This grace is powerful, not partially but effectually, in the case of all, even of those saints who have died in time past and are tasting death for a short time until the general resurrection.  For then, together, all will enjoy the good things (Elowsky 15-16).”  The trump of the archangel shall startle the happy sleepers, and they shall wake to put on their beauteous array; the body transformed and made like unto Christ’s glorious body shall be once more wrapt about them as the vesture of their perfected and emancipated spirits (Spurgeon 6).”  The believer “has eternal life (3:16; 5:24; 10:28), and the end of physical life is only a sleep for His body until the resurrection unto life.  At death the spiritual part of a believer, His soul, goes to be with the Lord (2Co 5:6,8; Pp 1:23; Blum 314).”  “Mortal life must come to an end, the life that is life indeed endures forever (Bruce 245).”  “Jesus shows that in Him eschatological hope becomes actual and present.  Death is only the moment when eternal life passes from activity and experience in the material world.  The life which Jesus promises is immortal (Ellis 1250).”  “The way to that life is by means of faith, and Jesus challenged Martha on this ground (Guthrie 1050).”
“An unbeliever rejects both propositions of this glorious ‘I Am’ (vv.25b,26b), and also the statement in which the two are rooted (v.25:a).  He is of the opinion that death ends all.  Hence he cannot accept [Christ’s] statement (Hendriksen 151).”  The unbeliever “also conceives of physical death as being the real thing, the grim reaper; hence, for him the idea that this death could ever be robbed of its real power is nonsense (Hendriksen 151).”
“Whoever believes in Me” Faith “is nothing apart from that upon which it relies (Spurgeon 8).”  “‘Believes in Me’ implies personal trust in Christ.  The preposition translated ‘in’ (eis), is striking for eis ordinarily means ‘into,’ giving the sense that genuine faith in Christ in a sense brings people ‘into Christ,’ so that they rest in and become united with Christ (Köstenberger 2046).”  “The teaching goes beyond the case of Lazarus and includes all who believe (Harrison 329).”  “To the reception of Christ by faith there is no limit (Spurgeon 8).”  “Every man has a right to believe in Christ, because he will be damned if he does not, and he must have a right to do that which will bring him into condemnation if he does it not (Spurgeon 8).”
“though he die, yet shall he live” Christ “is speaking about spiritual life (Calvin 435).”  “Jesus was not thinking in terms of physical life; for, speaking physically, it is not true that the man who believes in Him will never die.  The Christian experiences physical death as any other man does (Barclay 94).”  Believers “will doubtless, like all,… undergo that change which we call death; [they] will become disconnected from this present earthly scene, but … life in Christ will suffer no interruption.  Dissolution may pass on [their] body, but not on [their] life.  [Their] life is hid with Christ in God.  It is united to the unfailing source of all existence (Dod 366).”
“Jesus was thinking of the death of sin.  He was saying: ‘Even if a man is dead in sin, even if, through his sins, he has lost all that makes life worth calling life, I can make him alive again (Barclay 94).”  “A man can become so selfish that he is dead to the needs of others.  A man can become so insensitive that he is dead to the feelings of others.  A man can become so involved in the petty dishonesties and the petty disloyalties of life, that he is dead to honor.  A man can become so hopeless that he is filled with an inertia, which is spiritual death.  Jesus can resurrect these men.  The witness of history is that [Christ] has resurrected millions and millions of people like them and His touch has not lost its ancient power (Barclay 94-95).”
“though he die” “Bullinger, Gualter, Brentitues, Musculus, hold that ‘dead’ means bodily dead.  With these … I entirely agree, partly because of the point that our Lord is pressing on Martha, partly because of the awkwardness of speaking of a believer as ‘dead.’  Moreover, the expression is a verb, - ‘though he has died,’ and not an adjective, - ‘is a dead person’ (Ryle 53-54).”
26. and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe this?’
“Jesus puts before [Martha] a fact even more honorable to Himself; and then adds, ‘Believest thou this?’ (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Jesus was not asking for a confession of faith in Himself but in His statement; the emphasis here falls on the content of faith (Guthrie 1050).”  Cyril of Alexandria (375-444; fl.412-444) wrote: “Having previously explained the force of the mystery in Himself and shown plainly that He is by nature life and true God, He demands assent to the faith, furnishing in this matter a model to the churches.  For we should not vainly cast our words into the air when we confess the venerable mystery but rather fix the roots of the faith in heart and mind and then allow it to bear fruit in our confession.  And we ought to believe without any hesitation or double-mindedness…. Nevertheless, it is necessary to know that we make the confession of our faith to God, although we are questioned by others (Elowsky 16).”  “The significance of this question is in the direction of making clear for us the way by which men lay hold of these great truths (Maclaren 85).”  “The question comes to us all; and in these days of unsettlement it is well to have some clear understanding of what is the ‘irreducible minimum’ of Christian teaching (Maclaren 83).”
“It frequently happens that our faith is defective because of slender knowledge.  A man cannot believe what he does not know (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Faith may be defective through ignorance, and it may also be defective through a want of appreciation of the person of Christ (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Let them know that vague and indefinite views of Christ are too often the cause of all their perplexities.  They must try to see more clearly the great object on which their faith rests.  They must grasp more firmly His love and power toward them that believe, and the riches He has laid up for them even now in this world.  We are many of us sadly like Martha.  A little general knowledge of Christ as the only Savior is often all that we possess.  But of the fullness that dwells in Him of His resurrection, His priesthood, His intercession, His unfailing compassion, we have tasted little of nothing at all (Ryle 46).”  “The knowledge of Jesus [is] indeed the most important and gracious knowledge which a believer can obtain (Spurgeon #1568).”  “No man will really, and out and out, and adequately, believe this gospel unless he does a great deal more than assent to it or refrain from contradicting it (Maclaren 86).”  “There is no great enemy of the Christian faith than the ordinary lazy … assent of the understanding, because men will not take the trouble to contradict it or think about it.  That is the sort of Christianity which is the Christianity of a good many church and chapel-goers.  They do not care enough about the subject to contradict the ordinary run of belief.  Of all impotent things there is nothing more impotent that a creed which lies idly in a man’s head, and never has touched his heart or his will (Maclaren 86).” “Things believed and never used are like a sluggard’s farm which lies fallow, and is never tilled; we hardly call such ground a farm, and can we call such belief real faith (Spurgeon #1568)?”  “Submit, then, to a heart-searching inquiry as to your faith (Spurgeon #1568).”
	“When we have read or heard the word of Christ, concerning the great things of the other world, we should seriously put it to ourselves, Do we believe this, this truth in particular, this which is attended with so many difficulties, this which is suited to my case?  Does my belief of it realize it to me, and give my soul an assurance of it, so that I can say, Not only this I believe, but thus I believe it?  The crosses and comforts of this present time would not make such impression on us as they do, if we believed the things of eternity as we ought (Henry 382).”  “It is for us to grow in knowledge, and to exercise faith in proportion as we do so (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Take the question into your own hearts, and remember what belief is, and what it is that you have to believe, and answer according to its true significance, and in the light of conscience (Maclaren 87).”  “It is one thing to believe doctrine, but it is another thing to believe that doctrine as it is embodied in the person of Jesus Christ (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Dost thou realize that I, thy Teacher and Friend, am very God, and have the keys of death and the grave in My hands (Ryle 54)?”  “How little we know what we really believe about Christ (Ryle 54)!”
“There is only one way by which any man can come into any vital and life-giving connection with Jesus Christ, and that is, by the exercise of His own personal faith.  And remember, too, that as the exercise of uniting trust in Christ is exclusively your own affair, so exclusively your own affair is the responsibility of answering this question.  To you alone is it addressed.  You, and only you, have to answer it (Maclaren 90).”  “Lay upon your hearts and consciences – viz., the intensely personal act of your own faith, by which alone Jesus Christ can be of any use to you (Maclaren 89).” “If you trust yourselves to Him, and answer this question with your ringing ‘Yea, Lord!’ then you will get a life which will mould you day by day into more entire beauty of character and conformity with Himself; … a life which will bring a solemn joy into sorrow, a strength for every duty; … light in darkness, and a present God for your sufficient portion; a life which will run on into the dim glories of eternity, and know no change but advancement, through the millenniums of ages (Maclaren 88).”  “The certainty of the resurrection of the body, as based upon the work of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, always inspires new hope in the hearts of the believers (Kretzmann 473).”  “This word: I believe in the resurrection of the body, is stronger than death.  Though the dead may have rested in their graves for hundreds and even thousands of years, though their flesh has long since been consumed by worms and their bones have fallen into dust, yet they shall arise on the last day (Kretzmann 473).”
	“On condition of their faith, the door into all divine and endless blessedness and progress is flung wide open for men, [but] do not forget the other side of the issues which depend on this question.  For if it is true that Jesus Christ is Life, and the Source of it, and that faith in Him is the way by which you and I get it, then there is no escape from the solemn conclusion that to be out of Christ, and not to be exercising faith in Him, is to be infected with death, and to be shut up in a charnel-house.  I dare no suppress the plain teaching of Jesus Christ Himself: ‘He that hath the Son hath life; He that hath not the Son hath not life.’  The issues that depend upon the answer to this question of my text may be summer up, if I may venture to say so, by taking the words of our Lord Himself and converting them into their opposite.  He said, ‘He that believeth … though he were dead, yet shall he live and whosoever liveth, yet shall he die.’  That implies, He that believeth not in Christ, though he were living, yet shall he die, and whosoever liveth and believeth not shall never live.  These are the issues – the alternative issues – that depend on your answer to this question (Maclaren 88-89).”  “You stand in Christ’s presence, with all His regard concentrated upon you, and that to thee individually this question comes from a gracious, loving heart, which longs that you answer, ‘Yea, Lord, I believe!’ (Maclaren 91).”  “Suppose you said to Him, ‘No, Lord, I do not;’ and suppose He said, ‘Why do you not?’ what do you think you would say then?  You will have to answer it one day, in very solemn circumstances (Maclaren 91).”
“everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die” “The second clause [of vv.25-26] reinforces the first, but does not merely repeat it (Hendriksen 150).”
“Over [the believer] death shall have no power (Clark 200).”  “The sting of bodily death shall be taken away.  [The believer] partakes of a life that never ends, from the moment that he believes in Christ.  His body may be laid in the grave for a little season, but only to be raised after a while to glory; and his soul lives on uninterruptedly for evermore, and , like the great risen Head, dieth no more (Ryle 54).”  “Jesus brought into life the certainty that death is not the end.  The last words of Edward the Confessor were: ‘Weep no, I shall not die; and as I leave the land of the dying I trust to see the blessings of the Lord in the land of the living.’  We call this world ‘the land of the living;’ but it would in fact be more correct to call it ‘the land of the dying’ (Barclay 95).”  “In the most real sense we are not on our way to death, but on our way to life (Barclay 95).”  “That the believer at death enters upon life in the state of perfection is comforting, but not unfamiliar; that the believer residing here on earth is given the assurance that he will never, no never die, is astounding (Ro 8:10; 2Co 4:16; Hendriksen 151).”  “The life of a believer is of such a quality that he ‘will never die’ spiritually (Blum 314).”  Christ “never permits ‘the life’ which He has once bestowed to be lost, but preserves it to the end.  For since flesh is so frail, what would become of men, if, after having once obtained life, they were afterwards left to themselves?  The perpetuity of ‘the life’ must, therefore, be founded on the power of Christ Himself, that He may complete what He has begun (Calvin 436).”  “Hanna expresses well the thought of this passage: ‘Would that I could get you and all to look to Me in another and far higher character than the assuager of human sorrow, the bringer of a present relief – that I could fix your faith on Me as the Prince of life, the Author, the Bestower, the Originator, the Supporter, the Maturer of that eternal life within the soul over which death hath so little dominion that whosoever hath this life begun, in dying still lives, and in living can never die (Clark 200).”  “Those who have this life can never die in the sense of being separated from the source of life (Harrison 329).”  “The temporary separation of soul and body is here regarded as not even interrupting, much less impairing, the new and everlasting life imparted by Jesus to His believing people (Brown 418).”  “‘Everyone who lives’ physically ‘and believes in Me shall never die’ spiritually and eternally (Ryrie 1623).”  “Thus gloriously the miracle itself (38:34) is introduced and illumined, so that when it occurs it shall be viewed not as an end in itself but as an illustration of what Christ is and wishes to be for all those who trust in Him.  Thus, the miracle will be seen in its true character, namely, as a sign, pointing away from itself, to Christ, and making Him manifest in all His glory (Hendriksen 151).”
“It is true, or course, that even here on earth the believer has a foretaste of this heavenly life (3:36; 16; Hendriksen 150).”  “The reason why it is said that believers ‘never die’ is, that their souls, being born again of incorruptible seed (1P 1:23), have Christ dwelling in them, from whom they derive perpetual vigor (Calvin 436).”  “That ‘the outward man daily decays in them’ is so far from taking anything away from their true life, that it aids the progress of it, because ‘the inward man is renewed from day to day’ (2Co 4:16; Calvin 436).”  “Everyone who was still alive and believed in Him, should be preserved from dying forever – that is, the death of the body would be no more than a peaceful sleep.  The soul would continue to live in happiness; and after the resurrection , both body and soul would be preserved from all evil to eternity (Henry 382).”  “Those who believe ‘shall never die,’ in that they will ultimately triumph over death (Köstenberger 2046).”  “Death itself is a sort of emancipation from the bondage of death (Calvin 436).”
	The Apostolic Constitutions (381-394) state: “In order to show that it was in His power, if it had pleased Him, that all men and women should be immortal, God provided the examples of Enoch and Elijah, who He did not allow to have any experience of death (Elowsky 14).”  “Like Enoch, or Elias, we shall pass into the glory state (Spurgeon 6).”
	“Jesus revealed the added truth that some believers would never die (Wiersbe 336).”  “When [Christ] cometh, all His redeemed shall live with Him (Spurgeon 6).”  “After the coming of Christ there shall be no more death for His people (Spurgeon 6).”  “When the Lord comes there will be no more death; we who are alive and remain (as some of us may be – we cannot tell) will undergo a sudden transformation – for flesh and blood, as they are, cannot inherit the kingdom of God – and by that transformation our bodies shall be made meet to be ‘partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light’ (Spurgeon 6).”  “The one who believes in Christ has eternal life that transcends physical death.  If he is living and believing, he will never die but will make an instant transition from the old life to the new life (1Th 4:16-7; Tenney 118).”  “When Christ returns in the air to take His people home, those who are alive at His coming shall never die.  They shall be changed and caught up to meet Him in the air (Wiersbe 336)!”  “There is, however, no specific reference in Jn 11:15 to the second advent of Christ.  Whether Jesus had this event in mind and whether Martha would so have understood His words is uncertain (Tenney 118).”
	“That there are great depths in this … every reverent believer will always admit (Ryle 54).”  “The difficulty probably arises from the utter inability of our gross, carnal natures to comprehend the mysteries of life, death, and resurrection of any kind (Ryle 54).”  “The simple questions, ‘What is life, and what is death?’ contain enough to silence the wisest philosopher (Ryle 54).”
“everyone who lives and believes in Me” “In this verse our Lord seems to me to speak of living believers, as in the last verse He had spoken of dead ones (Ryle 54).”  “The believer is pictured as he lives here on earth, before death (Hendriksen 150).”
“everyone who lives” “‘Lives’ refers to those who have spiritual life not (Köstenberger 2046).”
“shall never die” “We have here an instance of litotes: shall never, never die really implies: shall most certainly live forever, yes forever (Hendriksen 150-151).”  A believer “‘shall not die eternally,’ as the Burial Service of the Church of England has it (Ryle 54).”  This is “a double negative, ‘never, never die’ (Wiersbe 338).”  Believers “shall never, never die – shall most certainly never taste everlasting death; shall never, never be separated soul and body from the presence of the God of love (Hendriksen 150).”
“Do you believe this?” “It is by faith, by faith alone, that these great truths are accepted.  Hence, Jesus demanded that Martha should personally appropriate what she had just now heard from His lips, namely, that as a result of what He is – namely, the resurrection and the life – the life of a believer ever conquers death (Hendriksen 151).”  Since “trust must be found in the heart of every believer, Jesus puts the searching question to Martha (Kretzmann 473).”  “There is no reaching the land of truth unless you will work your passage by thinking over the teaching of the Lord (Spurgeon #1568).”  “We call ourselves believers, but are we believers at all (Spurgeon #1568)?”  “Many people are worse than their creed, because their creed is asleep, and is not operating upon them: they believe as though they did not believe (Spurgeon #1568).”  “It is almost as bad to lay up a doctrine in lavender as it is to throw it out of the window.  When you so believe a truth as to put it to bed and smother it with the bolster of neglect, it is much the same as if you did not believe it all (Spurgeon 2).”  “Some persons … accept the Gospel as true, but then they never expect to see its promises practically carried out; it is a proper thing to believe, but by no means a prominent, practical factor in actual life (Spurgeon 2).”  “Coleridge says, ‘Truths, of all others, the most awful and mysterious, and at the same time of universal interest, are too often considered as so true, that they lose all the power of truth, and lie bedridden in the dormitory of the soul, side by side with the most despised and exploded errors’ (Spurgeon #1568).”  “Do not accept [this teaching] for any other reason than that in your own judgment it is in accordance with the mind of God as unveiled in holy Writ.  God has given to each man a judgment and a conscience, and an understanding; and these the owner of them is bound to use (Spurgeon #1568).”  “We must believe revealed truth as we see it, in its own clear, well defined, and accurate from as Scripture shows it (Spurgeon #1568).”  “The light can only be seen by a man’s own eyes, and he cannot look at objects by proxy (Spurgeon #1568).”
“this” “What is ‘this’?  The answer will tell us what are the central essential facts, faith in which makes a Christian (Maclaren 82).”  “The essential truths which are so expressed are those which … constitute the fundamental truths of Christianity – the very core and heart of the Gospel (Maclaren 88).”
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