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John 15
1. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.

2. “Every branch in Me that does no bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.

3. “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

4. “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.

5. “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

“I am the vine, you are the branches”  “The vine and the branches are distinguished.  From the vine comes the life; from the branches, as a result comes the fruit.  The order is the same here as in 14:20 and 15:4 (Harrison 347).”  “And the vine does and must do everything for them.  It is the vine that draws the sap from the kindly earth; the vine that passes it to the needy branches; the vine that enables them even to hold on, in order that they may get more (Gossip 715).”
“I am the vine”  “Repetition gives emphasis (Barker 1548).”  
“he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit”  “Fruitbearing is not only possible but certain if the branch remains in union with the vine.  Uniformity of quantity and quality are not promised.  But if the life of Christ permeates a disciple, fruit will be inevitable (Tenney 151).”  “A disciple’s continual abiding with Jesus – and the indwelling of Jesus in a believer – result in abundant fruit (Guthrie 1994, 325).”  “Our abiding in Christ connects us with the source of life.  His abiding in us brings a steady supply of fruit (Harrison 347).”  “There is no fear that when he comes to us he may draw back, saying that though his grace is an all but illimitable ting, he had not realized that anyone could be so futile as we are; and that we can scarcely expect it to cover such a case as ours.  Knowing all there is to know, the very worst, he is not daunted in the least, is sure that he can manage for us (Gossip 715).”
“he who abides in Me and I in him”  

“he bears much fruit”  
“for apart from Me you can do nothing”  “A living union with Christ is absolutely necessary; without it there is nothing (Barker 1548).”  “V. 5 underlines the disciples’ helplessness apart from Jesus (Guthrie 1994, 1057).”  “For it is on the basis of that frank recognition of our utter fecklessness apart from him that Christ enters into his covenant with us, and gives us his tremendous promises, and makes his honoring claims upon us (Gossip 715).”  “He is not surprised that apart from him, or using him only sporadically, we have not done better.  He knew that without him we could do, not something fairly good though insufficient, but just nothing at all (Gossip 715).”
“apart from me”  This means “to be severed” from Christ (Harrison 347).”
6. “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.

“they are burned”  “It is a known fact, that apart from producing grapes the vine has no use except to be burned for fuel (Ek 15:5; Harrison 347).”
7. “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

8. “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.

9. “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.

10. “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

11. “These things have I spoken to you sot that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.

12. “This is my commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.

13. “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

14. “You are My friends if you do what I command you.

15. “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.

16. “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

17. “This I command you, that you love one another.
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