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Luke 1
1. In as much as many have undertaken to compile a account of the things accomplished among us,

2. just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants fo the word.

3. It seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus.

4. so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.

**********

5. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.

“Herod, king of Judea”  This man was “called ‘the Great,’ a monster of cruelty, a vassal of Rome, who ruled the Jews with savage tyranny.  The political slavery of the people was only less pitiful than their spiritual decline, for religion had become an empty form, a mere system of ceremonies and rites (Eerdman, 1949, 20).”
“division of Abijah”  “Work in the temple was divided among divisions of priests, each division named for its leader (1Ch 24:10; Ryrie 1542).”
“Zacharias”  “God is never without His witnesses and His true worshippers (Eerdman 1949, 20).”

“daughters of Aaron”  “Elizabeth, like Zacharias, was of a priestly family (Ryrie 1542).”
6. They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.

“They were both righteous in the sight of God”  “In a godless age this couple lived lives that were fully pleasing to God (Ryrie 1542).”
“blamelessly”  They were “not sinless but without reproach, carefully observing the moral and also the ritual requirements of the law (Eerdman 1949, 20).”
7. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both advanced in years.

“they had no child”   “Godliness is no guarantee against sorrow or against the disappointment of human hopes, and these pious souls were saddened because their home was childless.  This trial was peculiarly great among a people who regarded childlessness as a sign of divine displeasure nad it was even more distressing to the hearts of the faithful who were yearning for the birth of the promised Messiah (Eerdman 1949, 20).”
8. Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the appointed order of his division.

“Luke is the gospel of gladness, of praise, and or prayer, of tender, human interest, and of heavenly grace.  It is fitting, therefore, that the narrative should open with a scene in the Temple at the hour of incense and with a divine promise which fills a heart with rapturous joy (Eerdmans 1949; 20).”
9. according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

“he was chosen by lot”  “Twice each year Zacharias went to Jerusalem to perform for a week his sacred tasks.  Finally there came to him a privilege which a priest could enjoy only once in his lifetime; the ‘lot’ fell upon him, and he thus was chosen to enter the Holy Place at the hour of prayer and there offer incense upon the golden altar just before the veil in the very presence of God.  It was the supreme hour of his life (Eerdman 1949, 20).”
10. And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering.

“hour of incense offering”
11. And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.

12. Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him..
13. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.

“the angel said to him”  The angel “gradually unfolded the contents of the divine answer (Eerdman 21).”  “The angel spoke with great definiteness (Eerdman 21).”
“petition”  “For what had Zacharias then been praying – for a son, or for the salvation of his people?  Were not both desires included in that supplication?  As the representative of a nation, the priest hardly could have confined his petition to what was purely personal and private.  Yet as he pleaded for the coming of the Messiah, there must have been in his soul the secret yearning of the long years or the memory of that abandoned hope which he had always associated in thought with the salvation of Israel.  Many a minister of Christ has a similar experience; in the very performance of his public tasks there rests on his soul the conscious shadow of some private grief (Eerdman 21).”
“your petition has been heard”  “The angel declared that the prayer for national salvation had been heard (Eerdman 21).”

“Elizabeth will bear you a son”  “The Messiah was about to appear, and his coming was to be heralded by a son who was to be born to the aged priest (Eerdman 21).”
14. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

15. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.

“he will drink no wine or liquor”  John “would be a Nazirite, and as such would take the vow of total abstinence from wine and of complete dedication to God (Eerdman 21).”
“he will be filled with the Holy Spirit”  “As a consequence of this dedication He would be filled with the divine Spirit and thus enabled to lead his people to repentance (Eerdman 21).”
16. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.

17. It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, “to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

“the disobedient to the attitude of righteousness”  John “would labor in … calling men to lives of natural affection and justice (Eerdman 21).”
“to make ready a people prepared for the Lord”  John would prepare people “for the salvation that Christ would bring (Eerdman 21).”
18. Zacharias said to the angel, ‘How will I know this for certain?  For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in years.’

“How will I know this for certain?”  “So surprising a message was too great to be credited at once by the wondering priest.  He had ceased to hope that the longing of his heart could be fulfilled.  He therefore asked for a sign by which he might be assured that the blessed promise was true (Eerdman 21).”
19. The angel answered and said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

“who stands in the presence of God”  “The angel replied with a statement of his own majestic power and the glory of his mission and he granted to Zacharias a sign (Eerdman 21).”
20. “And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.”

“you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place”  “This sign was at once a rebuke and a blessing.  It rebuked the unbelief of the aged priest, yet it strengthened his faith.  He was smitten with dumbness which was to continue until the promise of the angel had been realized.  Zacharias would not accept the word of the Lord; he would not praise him for his goodness and grace.  Therefore, his tongue was to be silent and he was to be unable to speak until at last his lips were opened in glad thanksgiving.  Unbelief is never joyous; infidelity has no songs (Eerdman 21-22).”
21. The people were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay in the temple.

22. But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he kept making signs to them, and remained mute.

“he was unable to speak to them”  “The sign suggests supernatural power.  The faith of Zacharias and also of Elizabeth will be strengthened by the very silence of their home.  So when the people in the court of the Temple waited for the priest to reappear, when as he came they still waited for the usual benediction, when they found that Zacharias had been stricken with dumbness, they concluded he had seen a vision in the Temple, and he himself was assured that the messenger had come from God (Eerdman 22).”
23. When the days of his priestly service were ended, he went back home.

24. After these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in seclusion for five months, saying,

“she kept herself in seclusion”  “Until it would be evident that her ‘reproach’ for childlessness had been taken away, Elizabeth lived in strict retirement.  She would not have others, by seeing her, think that she was under divine displeasure at the very time when she secretly knew that she was a special recipient of divine grace (Eerdman 22).”
25. “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men.”

“He looked with favor upon me”  
**************
26. Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth.

27. To a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.

28. And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.”

29. But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind fo salutation this was.

30. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.

32. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;

33. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”

34. Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am still a virgin?”

35. The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.

36. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.

37. For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38. And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.”  And the angel departed from her.

"Behold the bondslave of the Lord"  Luke portrays Mary "as 'the handmaid of the Lord' (Fitzmeyer)."  "Slaves could be freed at any time...only daughters sold as maidservants were bound for life, as long as the master followed the OT law concerning them (Gower)."  Doule (servant/handmaid) means "slave-girl" (Morris).  Doule "denotes compulsory service" (Bromiley).  "Doulos...came to mean 'one who gives himself up to the will of another (Vine)."  A servant maid might bear children for her master (Douglas).  The master could have her marry his son, at which time she became his daughter-in-law, with full privileges, or he could marry her himself (Unger).  "The slave-girl could not but do the will of her Master (Morris)."  In both the Old and New Testaments, service and worship to a deity were equated.  A non-Hebrew slave was not freed at the year of Jubilee and became the property of the master's heirs.  Mary's reaction "reminds one of the humble and fully surrendered attitude of the 'Servant' in Isaiah's great 'Servant' passages (Hendriksen)."  "Mary is Jehovah's willing property for Him to use as He in His covenant grace desires; she declares this of herself (Lenski)."  "A female captive could become a freedwoman by marriage (Douglas)."  "God does not violate the integrity of the human person.  The Holy Spirit would not have come upon Mary without her consent  (Lindsell)."  "God never forces His love or His will on anyone.  The implication here is that the angel was announcing God's plan and purpose to Mary and it would not be carried out without her consent (Larson)."  "Here Mary responded positively to the message of the angel Gabriel and was willing to be 'the servant of the Lord' (Lindsell)."

"May it be done to me according to your word.”  [This] "is surely one of the most courageous statements ever recorded (Larson)."  [Mary] "responded as though she had made a decision (Larson)."  "Mary wills that what the angel said to her may come to pass; kata means in exact accord with the utterance that has fallen from [the angel's] lips (Lenski)."  "The scene closes with Mary's humble acceptance of the will of God (Marshall)."  "We can only imagine what this announcement required of Mary, especially as her condition became obvious (Bock)."  Mary was willing to experience disgrace and divorce to be in God's will (Wycliffe).  "Is God's power such that He can create life and exercise sovereignty over it?  This is a question Jesus' birth should raise.  Would people believe the claims surrounding Jesus?  The questions are profound.  Wonderful things come in surprising packages, but they can come, because God has the power to deliever them (Bock)."  "Mary's enthusiastic response to the angel depicts her from the very beginning of the account as one who cooperates with God's plan of salvation (Fitzmeyer)."  [Mary] is "ready to do [God's] will and to used for carrying out His purpose" (Hendriksen).  "She made a complete surrender.  She placed herself, body and soul, at the disposal of the God who loved her and who, by means of this promised pregnancy and childbirth, was bestowing upon her an inestimable blessing (Hendriksen)."  "She revealed belief in the Word of God and submission to the will of God.  There was no doubt in her mind as to the truth of the divine promise with all that it suggested of miracle and of mystery; and there was no shrinking on her part from all that the fulfillment of this promise possibly might involve of suspicion and shame and reproach and suffering and even death.  Thos who believe most firmly in the promises of God, submit most patiently to His providences; they see the glory which surely will succeed the gloom (Eerdman)."  "Nothing is said about the fulfillment of the angelic promise; we are left to infer from Mary's willingness to obey God that the miraculous conception by the Spirit ensued (Marshall)."  "Mary had learned to forget the world's commonest prayer - 'Thy will be changed' - and to pray the world's greatest prayer - 'Thy will be done' (Barclay)."  "To say 'Your will be done,' surrendering one's own expressed preference to the Father's wisdom as Jesus did in Gethsemane, is the most explicit way of expressing faith in the goodness of what God has planned (Packer)."
“word”  The Greek word is rhema, which is primarily translated in the NIV as "word(s)". (Goodrick).  Bromiley defines rhema as "something definitely or expressly stated, i.e. statement".  "The significance of rhema (as distinct from logos) is exemplified in the injunction to take 'the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,' Ep 6:17; here the reference is not to the whole Bible as such, but to the individual scripture which the Spirit brings to our remembrance for use in time of need, a prerequisite being the regular storing of the mind with Scripture (Vine)."

************
39. Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of Judah,

40. and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42. And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!

43. And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?

44. For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.

45. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.”

*************
46. And Mary said: “my soul exalts the Lord,

47. And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

48. For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed.

49. For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and Holy is His name.

50. ‘And His mercy si upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.’
51. He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.

52. He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were humble.

53. He has ‘filled the hungry with good things;’ and sent away the rich empty-handed.

54. He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy,

55. As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his descendants forever.”

56. And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home.

57. Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth and she gave birth to a son.

***********
58. Her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had displayed His great mercy toward her; and they were rejoicing with her.

59. And it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to call him Zacharias, after his father.

60. But his mother answered and said, “No indeed, but he shall be called John.”

61. And they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by that name.”

62. And they made signs to his father, as to what he wanted him called.

63. And he asked for a tablet and wrote as follows, “His name is John.”  And they were all astonished.

64. And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God.

65. Fear came on all those living around them, and all these matters were being talked about in all the hill country of Judea.

66. All who heard them kept them in mind, saying, “What then will this child turn out to be?”  For the hand of the Lord was certainly with him.

**************
67. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying;

68. “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people,

69. And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant – 

70. As he spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old –

71. Salvation ‘from our enemies,’ and ‘from the hand of all who hate us;’
72. to show mercy toward our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,

73. The oath which He swore to Abraham our father,

74. To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear,

75. in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.

76. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High:

77. for you will go on ‘before the Lord to prepare His ways;’to give His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins,

78. Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us,

79. ‘To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,’ to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

80. And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.
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