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27. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’;
“You shall not commit adultery”  This is the 7th commandment (Ex 20:14; Bruce 360).”  “In the cultural context of the original Decalogue, this commandment forbade a man to have sexual relations with someone else’s wife.  To infringe this commandment was a capital offense; the penalty was stoning to death (as it still is in some parts of the Near and Middle East).  Another commandment seems to carry the prohibition back beyond the overt act: the second clause of the 10th commandment says, ‘You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife (Ex 20:17),’ where his wife is mentioned among several items of his property.  In a property context one might covet someone else’s wife not by way of a sexual urge but because of the social or financial advantages of being linked with her family (Bruce 360).”

“adultery”
28. but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
“Parallels to this saying can be found in rabbinical literature (Bruce 360).”

“looks”  “Not a passing glance but a willful, calculated stare that arouses sexual desire.  According to Jesus this is a form of adultery even if it is only ‘in his heart’ (Barker 1375).”  “Jesus traces the adulterous act back to the lustful glance and thought, and says that it is there that the rot starts and it is there that the check must be immediately applied.  Otherwise, if the thought is cherished or fed by fantasy, the commandment has already been broken (Bruce 360).”

“woman”  “There may be significance in the fact that Jesus does not speak of someone else’s wife, but of ‘a woman’ in general (Bruce 360).”

“lust”  “When you desire another man, you kill marital trust and risk the judgment of God (Dillow 100).”  “The desire itself is sinful, and wrong desire leads to a sinful act (Ryrie 1976: 1452).”

“adultery”  Jesus defines ‘heart adultery’ and physical adultery.  To him, adultery is committed when a man looks on a woman with the intent to commit adultery.  The Jews of Jesus’ day said only the overt act was adultery; a heart filled with adulterous thoughts was still innocent.  Jesus’ explanation did not change the law of God (Lindsell 1422).”  “The Pharisees’ teaching was concerned only with the outward act.  They said the only way one could commit adultery was through an act of sexual union (Barbieri 30).”  “Our human nature always seeks to get away with as much as is legally possible.  We give ourselves permission to flirt, vowing never to cross the line into lust.  We toy with temptation and indulge in contemplation, assuring ourselves we will pull out before ‘things get out of hand.’  But we deceive ourselves.  We are never safe.  We never know which temptation, which thought or action, will pull us across the line into sin (Dillow 95).”


“We have seen numerous situations in which a husband or wife has a ‘best friend’ of the opposite sex.  The relationship between the two involves intimate sharing and the meeting of needs, yet they fell they are not in error because they don’t take off their clothes.  This constitutes an emotional affair and robs the marriage of the oneness God intended to be between husband and wife (Dillow 95).”

“in his heart”  Jesus “only stated what lay at the heart of the moral law and condemned those whose interpretation opened the door to heart adultery (Lindsell 1422).”  The Pharisees “correctly quoted the commandment, but they missed the point (Barbieri 30).”  “A mere literal avoidance of murder and adultery does not get to the heart of the problem.  Underlying these outward acts are the fundamental attitudes of hatred and lust (France 912).”  “This is another instance of Jesus’ making the law more stringent by carrying its application back from the outward act to the inward thought and desire (Bruce 360).”  “We typically think of activation in terms of outward actions, but we can also activate through inward intentions.  For example, we may say, ‘It’s okay for me to imagine making love with this person (inward intention), after all, I’d never actually do anything’ (outward action)  But God does not make such distinctions.  Both are equally wrong (Dillow 95).”  “In the most notable case of adultery in the OT – King David’s adultery with the wife of Uriah the Hittite – the trouble began when, late one afternoon, David from his palace roof saw the woman bathing (2 Sam 11:2; Bruce 360).”  “Jesus’ statement reveals God’s heart: Do not – even in your mind – defile yourself by uniting yourself with a man who is not your husband.  When you fantasize about another man while you are making love with your husband, you bring that man into your bed just as surely as if he were physically there (Dillow 95).”  “The lustful desire, in the heart, as wrong as the act, indicates that one is not rightly related to God (Barbieri 31).”

29. If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.
“right eye”  The “right eye” is presumed to be “the more precious of the two (Bruce 360).”

“if your right eye makes you stumble”  This phrase “means, in effect: ‘Don’t let your eye lead you into sin’.  How could it do that?  By resting too long on an object of temptation.  Matthew places this saying immediately after Jesus’ words about adultery in the heart, and that is probably the original context, for it provides a ready example of how a man’s eye could lead him into sin (Bruce 360).”

“tear it out”  “Jesus is not teaching self-mutilation, for even a blind man can lust.  The point is that we should deal as drastically with sin as necessary (Barker 1375).”  “This is strong language, used to emphasize the comparison; i.e., sin is so dangerous, because it leads to eternal condemnation, that it would be better to lose hands or eyes temporarily than to lose life eternally (Ryrie 1976: 1452).”  “Jesus was advocating the removal of the inward cause of offense.  Since a lustful heart would ultimately lead to adultery, one’s heart must be changed (Barbieri 31).”

“your whole body to be thrown into hell”  This would happen “as a result of sin (Bruce 360).”  “Only by … a change of heart can one escape hell (Barbieri 31).”  “Jesus wants to emphasize that sexual sin leads to death.  Physical death, spiritual death, the death of your marriage (Dillow 100).”

30. If your right hand makes your stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.
“cut it off”  “Jesus was not teaching physical mutilation, for … a man with only one hand might use it also to sin (Barbieri 31).”  “Why does Jesus make these radical statements?  First, He wants to make it clear that we are to cut off whatever causes us to sin (Dillow 100).  “Chop off every thought and mental image … the instant it enters your mind (Dillow 100).”

“hell”  “The Greek word is gehenna, which derives its name from a deep ravine south of Jerusalem,the ‘Valley of(the Sons of) Hinnom’ (Hebrew ge hinnom).  During the reigns of the wicked Ahaz and Manesseh, human sacrifices to the ammonite god Molech were offered there (2Ki 23:10; Jer 7:31-32; 19:6).  It became a sort of perpetually burning city dump and later a figure for the place of final punishment (Barker 1374).”

31. “It was said, ‘whoever send his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce’;
“certificate of divorce”  “A literal appeal to Dt. 24:1-4 had led to the sanctioning of divorce provided the due form of certification was observed, but Jesus restates God’s original purpose of the permanence of marriage (France 912).”

32. but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
“everyone who divorces his wife”  “In His response, the Lord strongly taught that marriage is viewed by God as an indissoluble unit and that marriages should not be terminated by divorce (Barbieri 31).”

“unchastity”  “The Greek word is porneias.  The NIV translates this word “marital unfaithfulness”.  The KJV translation is “fornication.”  The RSV translation is “fornication”.  The NLT is “unless she has been unfaithful”.  The CEV is “some terrible sexual sin”.  The Greek word is porneia, fornication, “is used of ‘illicit sexual intercourse’ it stands for, or includes, adultery (Vine).”  “In the NT porneia is broader than moicheia (adultery).  “Matthew points us to unlawful sexual behavior (Elwell 348).”  Divorce “is disallowed except for unchastity, which may mean adultery, unfaithfulness during the period of betrothal (1:19), or marriage between near relatives (Ryrie 1452”Another view is that porneia refers to a relentless, persistent, unrepentant lifestyle of sexual unfaithfulness (different from a one-time act of illicit relations) (Barbieri 64).”  “Such a continued practice would thus be the basis for divorce, since such unfaithful and unrelenting conduct would have broken the marriage bond (Barbieri 64).”  “It seems most likely that porneia refers to serious sexual sin, including adultery (Elwell 345).”  “The word-group porne in the LXX generally stands for [the] Hebrew [word] zanah, to commit fornication (Reisser 498).”  “Promiscuity is likewise ruled out.  Such unions are neither exclusive nor enduring.  Moreover, they violate the holiness that inheres in biblical marriage (Elwell ???).”  “Illicit sexual unions are deemed reprehensible in that they temporarily and superficially establish a one-flesh relationship without proper accompanying intentions and commitments.  An act with spiritual significance is made to serve improper ends.  Another person is selfishly exploited.  What should be a constructive relationship serving as the means to deeper interpersonal communion becomes in promiscuous relationships destructive both to one’s capacity for personal unity with a member of the opposite sex and to existing marriage relationships, if any (Elwell ???).”

“In later Jewish Rabbinic language, zenut (porneia) is to be understood as including not only prostitution and any kind of extra-marital sexual intercourse but also all marriages between relatives forbidden by Rabbinic law.  Incest and all kinds of unnatural sexual intercourse were viewed as fornication.  One who surrenders to it shows ultimately that he has broken with God.  Thus the Book of Jubilees can even call porneia an unforgivable mortal sin.  In order to avoid fornication, early marriage was recommended (Reisser 499).”  “Correspondingly the Dead Sea Scrolls give frequent warnings against such fornication (Reisser 499).”  “In the NT the main weight of the word-group (used 55 times, of which porneia alone counts for 25) falls clearly in Paul (21 times, of which 1Co and 2Co account for 15) and in Rev (19 times).  From this one realizes that the question of porneia comes up for discussion particularly in the confrontation with the Greek world and in the context of final judgment (there again linked with the person’s relationship with God) (Reisser 499).”


“It is not absolutely clear whether porneia in the exceptive clause (Mt 5:32; 19:9) is to be understood simply as extra-marital sexual intercourse in the sense of moicheia or as prostitution.  Some exegetes argue that the reason for divorce could only be that during the marriage the woman’s earlier activity as a prostitute became known.  Most exegetes, however, suppose that porneia is to be understood synonymously with moicheia as adultery (Reisser 500).”  “Because ‘unchastity’ in Mt 5:32 and 19:9 is unqualified, it cannot be limited to incest, sexual unfaithfulness during the engagement period or even adultery.  It refers to any and all unlawful sexual activity.  Unless qualified, Matthew’s audience would have interpreted this term broadly as ‘sexual immorality’ and included not only adultery, incest, premarital infidelity, but also homosexuality (Lv 18:22), bestiality (Lv 18:23) and any other sexual conduct condemned in the OT (Stein 1992: 195).”  “Lexical evidence does not require the meaning adultery in the divorce texts unless it can be proved (which it cannot) that the word always means adultery.  No reference in the NT equates porneia  with moicheia (Ryrie 237-8).”  “G. Bornkam holds that in the conflict between various Rabbinical schools about what constituted sufficient grounds for divorce, Matthew with the secondary ‘exceptive clause’ represents the strict standpoint of the school of Shammai (Reisser 500).”  “Those following Shammai said divorce was permissible only for a major offense (Barbieri 31).”  “The school of Shammai limited divorce to unchastity (or at least indecent conduct) because of their interpretation of Dt 24:1, the school of Hillel was much more liberal and permitted divorce even for burning the husband’s supper.  Rabbi Akiba went even further and permitted divorce if a husband found a more attractive woman (Stein 1992: 196).”  Matthew “reveals that he does not interpret Jesus’ teaching as conflicting with the Law (5:17) or as a legal principle to cover all circumstances (Stein 1992: 197).”  “Jesus clearly took the side of Shammai, but only after first pointing back to God’s original ideal for marriage (Barker 1395).”

“The Mosaic Law was not concerned with divorce for adultery (for death was the prescribed penalty for those found guilty of adultery, Dt. 22:22) and thus it did not enter upon the question of the right to remarriage in the event of such a divorce (Reisser 500).”

“It has been objected that since adultery was punishable by stoning, unchastity as a cause for divorce could not refer to adultery because stoning the guilty parties to death would make divorce superfluous.  Yet, although the OT and the rabbinic materials speak of putting an adulterer to death, the degree to which this was literally carried out is uncertain (Stein 1992: 195).


“Does Matthew teach that divorce is mandatory in the case of unchastity?  There may be an allusion to this in Mt 1:19 where ‘being a just man’ is best interpreted as a causal participial phrase explaining why Joseph was going to divorce Mary.  The rabbinic literature seems to require divorce in such instances.  Yet the OT example of Hosea, the lack of any clear command in the NT and the great emphasis on forgiving one another, argues strongly against any interpretation which would make divorce mandatory in cases of adultery (Stein 1992: 197).”  In Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster, author and professor of theology, says, ‘We can pray for sexual deviations with genuine assurance that a real and lasting change can occur.  Sex is like a river – it is a good and wonderful blessing when kept within its proper channel.  A river that overflows its banks is a dangerous thing, and so are perverted sex drives’ (Dillow 154).”

“adultery” Matthew “is aware that the horror of adultery does pose a legitimate ground for divorce.  Even as surgery is never a good thing but may be the lesser of 2 evils, at times divorce is less evil than a union in which adultery has taken place (Stein 342).”  “The problem … is perhaps that Jewish Christians who keep the law are required to divorce adulterous wives and hence cannot be responsible if these contract a new relationship which is from a Christian standpoint itself adulterous (Bromiley 920).”
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