Revelation 21
1. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

“Then”  “We have now come to the final revelation given to us in Holy Scripture, a glorious climax to all that God has inspired men to write for the edification of His people throughout the ages.  In this passage we move from time into eternity (Harrison 1097).”

“I saw”  “Now the eternal state comes into view (Gaebelein 150).”  “One must not be dogmatic here as to what may be interpreted symbolically and what must be considered literally.  Different scholars, with equal devotion to the divine authority of the Scriptures, have different views concerning the hermeneutics of this great passage.  Even Lang, normally a literalist, insists upon a strong symbolism here and states that ‘the reason for the employment of symbols may be that there simply is no other way of creating in our minds any just conception of reality’ (Harrison 1097).”  “This [is John’s] famous description, the equal of which cannot be found in any other literature of the ancient world (Harrison 1098).”
“new heaven and new earth”  “The creation of a new heaven and new earth is taught in Isa 65:17 and 66:22 (Mt 5:18; Mk 13:31; 2Pe 3:12).  Jewish teachers interpreted Isa 65-66 variously; some held that God would renew creation for His kingdom, others that He would replace it by an entirely new one.  John’s vision is capable of either interpretation; the fact that 20:11 describes a theophany, i.e., a pictorial representation of creation’s response to God’s coming for judgment, may be held to favor the former view (Beasley-Murray 1453).”
“new heaven”  
“new earth”  “This is the revelation concerning the final and eternal state of the earth.  ‘Thou hast established the earth and it abideth (Ps 119:90; ‘But the earth abideth forever (Ec 1:4).’  These divine statements are now fulfilled.  Many Christians have a very vague conception of the eternal state of the earth and the abode of the redeemed.  They think of it as a spiritual state destitute of any locality.  But it is not so.  The earth and the heaven abide as definite places throughout all eternity.  What a marvelous fact this is!  In chapter 20:11 we read that the earth and the heaven fled away and there was found no place.  We saw that at that time the great conflagration of which Peter speaks took place, when ‘the heaven shall pass away with a great noise and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up (2Pe 3:10).’  But we read in the same chapter ‘nevertheless we, according to His promise look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness (2Pe 3:13).’  During the millennium righteousness reigns upon the earth, but now a state comes for the earth when righteousness shall dwell there.  The great burning up meant not an annihilation of the earth and the heavens; God does not annihilate anything, nor does Scripture teach an annihilation of material things and much less the annihilation of human beings, as false teachers claim.  The conflagration of the earth and the heaven means their complete purification (Gaebelein 150-151).”

F. W. Grant writes: “Let us look at the question of continuity between the earth that flees away and the earth that succeeds it.  At first sight we should surely say, they cannot be identical.  The well-known passage in the epistle of Peter would seem to confirm this (2Pe 3:10-12).  There we learn that ‘the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall be burned up.’  And it is repeated, and thus emphasized by repetition, that ‘the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.’  Yet as we look more closely, we shall find reason to doubt whether more is meant than the destruction of the earth as the place of human habitation.  In the deluge, to which it is compared (vv.5-7, ‘the world that then was perished:’ yet its continuity with the present no one doubts.  Fire, though the instrument of a more penetrating judgment, yet does not annihilate the material upon which it fastens.  The melting even of elements implies rather the reverse, and dissolution is not (in this sense) destruction.  Yet the heavens and the earth pass away – that is, in the form in which we now know them; or, as the apostle speaks to the Corinthians, ‘the fashion of this world passes away (1Co 7:21):’ and that this is the sense in which we are to understand it, other Scriptures come to assure us.  A new earth does not necessarily mean another earth, except as a ‘new’ man means another man – ‘new’ in the sense of renewed (Gaebelein 152).”  
“for the first heaven and the first earth passed away”  “Sin, death, and all the forces antagonistic to God are now forever put away (Harrison 1097).”  “This passage does not teach that the heavens and earth are now brought into existence for the first time, but that they possess a new character (Mt 27:60; 2Co 5:17; Harrison 1098).”
“The present creation will be destroyed so that it may be cleansed from all the effects of sin (2Pe 3:7,10,12; Ryrie 1920).”
“first heaven”  “The heaven mentioned cannot be the entire heavens; for there is a heaven which cannot be touched by these fires of purification.  The heaven is that which surrounds the earth and which was once the peculiar sphere of the great usurper, the prince of the power in the air (Gaebelein 153).”
“there is no longer any sea”  “Even the word here, ‘there was no more sea’ naturally suggest another state of the earth than now exists.  This fact is a significant one: that which is the type of instability and barrenness, and condemns to it so large a portion of the globe, is gone utterly and forever (Gaebelein 152).”  “’There is no longer any sea is less concerned with water than wickedness; the devil, the antichrist and antichristian empire are all depicted as sea monsters; nothing of that order survives into the new (Beasley-Murray 1453).”
2. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

“the holy city”  “Just as the Jerusalem of old was called ‘the Holy City,’ so is the new Jerusalem so designated; only this time the word truly describes the actual character of the abode of the Redeemed (Harrison 1098).”  “Most students of the Word are convinced that what we have in this last section (I am not thinking of the epilogue) is a description of the eternal home of the redeemed in Christ.  It is probably not to be identified with heaven, but it must certainly be that to which the Scripture have previously pointed – the City of God, the New Jerusalem, the Zion that is above (Harrison 1097).”  “The ‘holy city’ combines elements of Jerusalem, the temple and the Garden of Eden (Barker 1871).” “A ‘holy city’ will be one in which no lie will be uttered in one hundred million years, no evil word will ever be spoken, no shady business deal will ever even be discussed, no unclean picture will ever be seen, no corruption of life will ever be manifest.  It will be holy because everyone in it will be holy (Harrison 1099).”
“holy”  “Holiness, the great attribute of God, has been the divinely set goal for God’s people from the beginning (Harrison 1098).”  “She is called ‘holy’ for all is holy (Gaebelein 154).”
“city”  “She is called … a city because the Saints are in blessed communion ad fellowship there (Gaebelein 154).”  “It is significant that our eternal abode is called a ‘city,’ even in the OT (Ps 48:1,8; Heb 11:16).  C. Anderson Scott, in a remarkable chapter on this aspect of the abode of the blest, has well said: ‘A city is first the ambition and then despair of man … Men are proud of a city; they name themselves by its name; they sun themselves in its power and splendor, and yet in the hands of men, the city has become a monster which devours its children.  We can hardly dare to look at the spoil-heaps of outworn humanity out of which its wealth has been extracted, at the misery and vice on the top of which most of its comfort and splendor rest.  All our effort, legislative, philanthropic, and religious, seems to fail piteously in the attempt to meet the evils inseparably connected with a great city.  Yet God prepares for us a city.  The instinct to seek a common life, to form a complicated web of mutual sympathy and dependence, which is represented by a city, is after all a true one, and the opportunity for its exercise essential alike to man’s true happiness and to the full development of his powers.  ‘It is not good for man to be alone;’ neither is it good for a family to be alone, nor yet for a group of families; and this vision shows us ‘the far-off Divine event’ as realized in the corporate life of humanity, in a society so vast that none of God’s children is left out of it, and yet so compact that it can best be described as the society of those who dwell in one city’ (Harrison 1098).”
“new Jerusalem”  “This heavenly city will be the abode of all the saints (Heb 12:22-24), the bride of Christ (Rev 21:9-10, and the place Christ is preparing for His people (Jn 14:2).  During the millennium, the new Jerusalem (described in detail in Rev 21:9-22:5) apparently will be suspended over the earth, and it will be the dwelling place of all believers during eternity (Ryrie 1920).”
“coming down out of heaven”  “That the Holy City comes down ‘out of heaven’ seems to imply that it is not identical with heaven (Harrison 1099).”
“bride adorned for her husband”  “It is the Church in all her glory; the statement establishes this beyond controversy (Gaebelein 154).”  ###still need to finish Gaebelein!
“One time in a woman’s life she has a right to be extravagant, one time she prepares herself with the greatest care and dresses as elegantly and beautifully and attractively as she can – the time of her marriage.  Even young women who have not particular beauty have had it said of them, as they walked down the aisle of a church to the altar for the wedding ceremony, ‘Isn’t she beautiful!’  As a bride adorns herself for her husband, so will God adorn and beautify this city for His loved ones.  All the beautiful things in the world God has made – sunsets, mountains, lakes, roses, beautiful trees, snowflakes, clouds, waterfalls.  What will a city be like made by the Divine Architect (Jn 14:2; Harrison 1099)?!”

“The imagery used in the portrayal of ‘the Holy City’ here and in 21:9-22:5 fluctuates between the bride-city, as the context of life in the kingdom of God, and the fellowship of the redeemed with God (Beasley-Murray 1453).”
3. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,
“tabernacle”  “Just as in so many other passages in the book of Revelation, we have in v.3, the perfect consummation and conclusion of the great theme of God – tabernacling among men.  The Greek word here for ‘tabernacle’ is the same as in the Greek translation of the OT passages describing the Tabernacle, where also we are told that in the Holy of Holies, God would meet with His people (Lv 26:11ff).  This is the word in its verbal form which is used in John’s initial description of the Incarnation: ‘And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth (Jn 1:14).’  This time the tabernacle abides; this time there will be no separation between God and His people, a fact that seems to be immediately introduced (Harrison 1059-1100).”
“He will dwell among them”  “The new heaven and the new earth are therefore the abodes of the redeemed.  The new earth, the eternal glory spot of redeemed Israel and the redeemed nations (Gaebelein 153).”  “This … feature appears as the first and greatest blessing of the eternal kingdom (Beasley-Murray 1453).”
“dwell”  “The term for ‘dwelling’ is literally ‘tent;’ it harkens back to the tabernacle in the wilderness, on which the pillar of fire and cloud rested, the sign of God’s presence and manifest glory.  The same language is used in Jn 1:14; in the new creation all that Immanuel signifies is forever fulfilled (Beasley-Murray 1453).”
4. and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer by any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
“Here, too, is the assurance of the elimination of the 5 tragic aspects of human life: tears, death, mourning, crying, pain (v.4).  The Bible does not deny the reality of pain and death, but it does give us assurance that the day is coming, by the grace of God, when, for the believer, these will no longer exist (Harrison 1100).”
5. And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”  And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”
“He who sits on the throne said”  “It has been suggested by some that in this verse, for the first time in the Apocalypse, the speaker is God Himself (Harrison 1100).”  Walter Scott wrote: “God authenticates His own magnificent declaration.  He demands our attention, and claims our hearts and unqualified assent (Harrison 1100).”

“I am making all things new”  This “refers to God’s action in the new creation, but it was begun in Christ’s resurrection and is experienced by all believers in the present (2Co 5:17; Beasley Murray 1453).”  “The cosmos was stained with the sin of Satan and of Adam.  Following the cosmic victory of Jesus Christ in his cross, resurrection and ascension, all residual elements of the fall will be removed and the universe return to its pre-fall perfection for all eternity (Mt 19:28; 2Pe 3:10-13; Lindsell 1872).”
“faithful and true”  These words characterize “not only the spoken (and written Word), but the Incarnate Word as well (19:9; Harrison 1100).”
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