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Revelation 7


The scene returns from earth to heaven, where God’s people are assured that their sacrifices are not in vain.  After the tribulation has passed, God will reward His faithful people.  All the difficulties and martyrdoms of life are transitory and give way to victory and perfection (Lindsell 1855).”

9. After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands:”
“a great multitude”  “The vision of the 144,000 sealed against the effects of trial is replaced by that of a great multitude that no one could count, standing before God and the Lamb in the glory of the kingdom (Beasley-Murray 1436).”  The great multitude is “identified in v.14 as those who have come out of the great tribulation (Barker 1934).”  “There is no doubt as to who this multitude is, because one of the elders explained it to John: they are Gentiles who have been saved through faith in Christ during the Tribulation (Wiersbe 590-1).”  “This multitude is composed of many racial and geographic groups who will be redeemed during the tribulation period.  In these difficult days, many will find Christ as Savior (Ryrie 1904).”  “A.M. Farrer considered that this contrast gives expression to two complementary themes of the Scriptures: on the one hand that God knows the number of His elect, and on the other, that those who inherit the blessing of Abraham are numberless as the stars (Beasley-Murray 1436).”

“which no one could count”  “This may well be a memory of the promise that God made to Abraham that His descendants would one day be as the number of the stars in the heavens, and as the sand of the seashore (Barclay 26).”  “In every direction they stretch out as far as the eye can see.  As God promised Abraham, they are in number as the stars of heaven and the sand of the sea (Mounce 162).”

“from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues”  “Here is the promise that the day will come when all this motley crowd of many nations and many tongues will become the one flock of the Lord Christ (Barclay 26).”  “In the earthly Temple in Jerusalem no Gentile could go beyond the Court of the Gentiles on pain of death.  An Israelite could pass through the Court of the Women and enter into the Court of the Israelites, but no further.  Beyond that was the Court of the Priests, which was for priests alone.  But in the heavenly temple the way to the presence of God is open to people of every race.  Here is a picture of heaven with the barriers down.  Distinctions of race and of status exist no more; the way into the presence of God is open to every faithful soul (Barclay 35).”

“standing”  “The fact that they are standing before the throne and not seated around it indicates that these people are not identified with the 24 elders (Wiersbe 591).”  “The picture is of a series of great concentric circles of the inhabitants of heaven.  On the outer ring stand all the angels.  Nearer the throne are the 24 elders; still nearer are the four living creatures; and before the throne are the white-robed martyrs (Barclay 27).”  “’Standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb’ signifies their position of acceptance and honor as God’s true servants and reminds us of the continuity of this vision with the earlier vision of the throne and the Lamb.  This group seems to complete the full circle of participants before the throne begun in chapter 4 (Johnson 486).”

“white robes”  “In the ancient world this was a very natural picture, for it was forbidden to approach a god with robes that were unclean (Barclay 29-30).”  “The white robes … always stand for purity, for the life cleansed from the taint of past sin, the infection of present sin and the attack of future sin (Barclay 32).”  “Garments very often represent something very different from the character within.  In this case the outer whiteness perfectly represents an inner whiteness (Hough 422).”  “The picture was still further intensified by the fact that often when a Christian was baptized he was dressed in new white robes.  These robes were taken to symbolize his new life and to soil them was the symbolic way of expressing failure to be true to their baptismal vows (Barclay 30).”

“We have here something more than pain recollected in tranquility.  We have pain recollected in triumph (Hough 421).”  “A Roman general celebrated his triumph clothed in white (Barclay 26).”  “Their ‘white robes’ impress John and are an important feature of the vision.  We cannot fail to connect them with the white robes given the martyrs under the 5th seal (6:11).  The white robes symbolize salvation and victory (v.10), and their possessors obtained them by ‘[washing] their robes and [making] them white in the blood of the Lamb (v.14)’ (Johnson 486).”  “Their robes of white symbolize not only the victory of faith but the righteousness of Christ.  “Put at its very simplest, this means that the blessed ones have found the secret of purity and the secret of victory in all that Jesus Christ did for them in His life and in His death (Barclay 32).”  “This implies that they were true recipients of Christ’s redemption in contrast to others who, though professing belief in Christ, were not genuine overcomers (3:5-6,18; Johnson 486).”  “Victory by sacrifice is a recurring motif in Revelation (Mounce 162).”

“palm branches”  Palm branches were “used for festive occasions (Barker 1934).”  “The palm branches are appropriate in this scene of festive joy.  Those who went out to meet Jesus as he rode toward Jerusalem on the day of the triumphal entry carried palm branches and cried out ‘Hosanna!’  “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord’ (Mounce 162).”  “Their white robes and palms symbolize victory: they were true overcomers!  The Jews used palm branches at their Feast of Tabernacles, which was a special time of national rejoicing (Wiersbe 591).”  “’Palm branches’ are referred to only one other time in the NT (Jn 12:13), where they are connected to the Passover celebration (Johnson 486).”  “In John 12 they denote the triumph of Christ, while here in Revelation the reference is to the victory of the servants of Christ (Johnson 486).”  “Jewish coins of the period 140 B.C. to A.D. 70 frequently contain palms and some have the inscription ‘the redemption of Zion’ (Johnson 486).”  

10. And they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
“Salvation to our God”  “All those from every nation and language who have entered into the happy consummation realize that they owe their felicity to the regnant God and to the Christ who died upon the Cross (Hough 420).”  “The victors ascribe their redemption to God and the Lamb (Beasley-Murray 1436).”  “The great multitude joyfully acknowledges that their deliverance rests on the sovereign will of God and the redemptive activity of the Lamb (Mounce 163).”  “It is God who has brought them through their trials and tribulations and distresses; and it is His glory which now they share.  God is the great Savior, the great deliverer of His people.  And the deliverance which He gives is not the deliverance of escape but the deliverance of conquest.  It is not a deliverance which saves a man from trouble but one which brings Him triumphantly through trouble.  It does not make life easy, but it makes it great.  It is not part of the Christ hope to look for a life in which a man is saved from all trouble and distress; the Christian hope is that a man in Christ can endure any kind of trouble and distress, and remain erect all through them, and come out to glory on the other side (Barclay 27).”

“salvation”  “Their praise to God is for His ‘salvation’, not their own accomplishments.  Since the same word is associated with the final manifestation of God’s power and kingdom (12:10; 19:1), here it may also denote God’s final victory over sin and the principalities of this world that crucified Christ and that kill His true disciples (Johnson 486).”  “This salvation is more than their victorious passage through hardship and suffering.  It is deliverance from everything that stands over against the blessedness portrayed in vv.15-17.  It is salvation from sin and all its dire consequences (Mounce 162).”

11. And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,

“The redemption of the human race, that ultimate purpose of God in creation, has at last been realized.  If there is ‘rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents’, how unbelievably great will be the joyful adoration of the heavenly host when all the redeemed stand before their God (Mounce 163).”

12. Saying, “Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”

“The sevenfold list of attributes expresses complete or perfect praise (Barker 1934).”  “It is not simply a blessing that the angelic hosts have in mind, but the blessing (Mounce 163).”  “The praise of the angelic orders reflects the praise of the redeemed multitude (Beasley-Murray 1436).”  “There is no greater exercise in the life of devotion than to meditate on the praise of the angels and, to appropriate to ourselves everything in it (Barclay 28).”

“Saying”  “The angelic hosts respond to the cry of the redeemed with ‘Amen’ and voice their praise and worship of God for the salvation given to men (Johnson 486).”  “The martyrs have just sung their shout of praise to God and the angels take that song of praise and make it their own (Barclay 27).”

“Amen”  “’So let it be,’ says the angels … to the martyrs’ praises.  Then they sing their own song of praise and every word in it is meaningful (Barclay 27).”

“blessing”  “God’s creation must always be blessing Him for His goodness in creation and in redemption and in providence to all that He has created (Barclay 28).”

“glory”  “God is the King of kings and the Lord of lords; therefore, to Him must be given glory (Barclay 28).”  “Glory is the radiance of the divine Person (Mounce 163).”  

“wisdom”  In this context wisdom is the divine knowledge God exhibited in His plan of redemption (Mounce 163).”  “God is the source of all truth, the giver of all knowledge.  If men seek wisdom, they can find it by only two paths, by the seeking of their minds and by waiting upon God (Barclay 28).”

“thanksgiving”  “Thanks is the appropriate response for salvation (Mounce 163).”  “God is the giver of salvation and the constant provider of grace; He is the Creator of the world and the constant sustainer of all that is in it (Barclay 28).”  “We must see to it that we are never guilty of the ugliest and the most graceless of sins, that of ingratitude (Barclay 28).”

“honor”  God is to be worshipped.  It may be that sometimes we come to think of Him as someone to be used; but we ought not to forget the claims of worship, so that we not only ask things from Him but offer ourselves and all we have to Him (Barclay 28).”  “Honor is the public acknowledgment [of God’s salvation] (Mounce 163).”

“power”  “Power is God’s ability to act (Mounce 163).”  “God’s power never grows less and the wonder is that it is used in love for men.  God works His purposes out throughout the ages and in the end His kingdom will come (Barclay 28).”

“strength”  “Strength is [God’s] redemptive presence in the events of history (Mounce 163).”  “The problem of life is to find strength for its tasks, its responsibilities, its demands.  The Christian can say: ‘I will go in the strength of the Lord’ (Barclay 28).”

“to our God”  “This ascription of praise is apparently directed both to God and the Lamb (Mounce 163).”  “The Lamb is not specifically included in this doxology, but this is doubtless an unintentional omission, since for John God and the Lamb are essentially on in power (Rist 421).”

13. Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?”
“one of the elders”  “Here and in 5:5 are the only references in Revelation to an elder speaking individually, a fact that supports the view that the elders in Revelation are angels and not a symbolic group representing the Church (Johnson 486).”

“answered”  “One of the elders, anticipating the question that John is about to ask, inquires rhetorically (Mounce 163).”  “The question and answer format is often used in prophetic literature for introducing the explanation of a vision (Mounce 163).”

“who are they”  “In fact, John himself did not know who they were!  If they had been OT believers, or the Church, John would have recognized them (Wiersbe 591).”

14. I said to him, “My Lord, you know.”  And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
“My Lord, you know”  “John’s mode of address to the angel is in keeping with the reverence he shows for angelic beings elsewhere in the book.  In itself it does not necessarily imply a supernatural person.  It may be only an expression of courtesy such as Mary used to the gardener on Easter morning.  “’You know’ expresses John’s lack of understanding and his confidence in the ability of his interpreter (Mounce 164).”  “That the elder had to tell John who they were suggests that they are a special people, which indeed, they are (Wiersbe 591).”

“These are the ones”  “Here in an anticipatory presentation is the total group of martyrs whose predestined number is to be completed in the last and greatest persecution (Rist 421).”  “Charles interprets the scene as one in which martyrs are still arriving from the great persecution.  The larger context favors a point in time when the complete number of the redeemed stand before God and the blessings of the eternal state are about to be realized (Mounce 164).”

“great tribulation”  This is “the period of final hostility prior to Christ’s return.  Some hold that the beginning of this hostility was already being experienced by the Church of John’s day (Barker 1934-5).”  “The Authorized Version generalizes the meaning by translating: ‘These are they who came out of great tribulation.’  But the RSV correctly translates: ‘These are they who came out of the great tribulation (Barclay 29).”  “The great tribulation out of which the multitude has come is not a general designation of the trials which are the Christian’s normal lot, but the tribulation that occurs at the close of this age (Beasley-Murray 1436).”  “The group here described is a particular group coming from a particular time (Walvoord 145).”  “Persecution has always been the lot of those who follow the Lamb.  The intensity of the final conflict of righteousness and evil will rise to such a pitch as to become ‘the great tribulation’ (Mounce 164).”  The Great Tribulation finds its fulfillment in that final persecution which supplies the full complement of Christian martyrs (Mounce 164).”  “The seer is convinced that he and his people are standing at the end time of history and that that end time is to be terrible beyond all imagining (Barclay 29).”  “The great tribulation is that period of time just prior to the return of the Lord Jesus when great trials, afflictions, and even martyrdom will come to believers, either those who belonged to Christ before the tribulation or those who are converted during the tribulation.  Some divide this period into two segments.  During the first half, the wrath of the wicked will be poured out on the earth; during the second half, the wrath of God will be poured out (Lindsell 1856).”  “The vision depicts the scene after the cessation of the judgments of the Lord within history and the sufferings of Christians at the hands of the opponents of God, and so has in view the last generation (Beasley-Murray 1436-7).”  “The whole point of [John’s] vision is that beyond that terrible time glory will follow (Barclay 29)."

“they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”  “The tense of both verbs indicates once-for-all actions that took place in the past (Mounce 165).”  This “is a symbolic expression of the forgiveness of sins through faith in the Christ who died for all (Beasley-Murray 1437).”  “Normally one cannot make anything white with blood.  The passage is talking about spiritual purity.  The only way sins can be washed away is through the precious blood of Christ and because of His death and sacrifice (Walvoord 146).”  “This statement is a reiteration of the theme that the salvation and victory of the martyrs are made possible because Christ, the first martyr, had been victorious through His death (Rist 422).”

“washed their robes”  “The reference to the washed robes should be viewed in relation to 3:4, where soiled clothes represent defection from Christ through unbelief and worship of false gods (Johnson 486).”  “Here is symbolically laid down man’s part in his own salvation; the blessed ones washed their own robes.  That is to say, the act of man’s redemption is Christ’s, but the effect is not passive and man has to appropriate it.  There might be available to a man all the apparatus to cleanse his garments, but it remains ineffective until he uses it for himself (Barclay 34).”

“made them white”  “Here is a picture which is present all through Scripture, of the man who has stained his garments with sin and who has been cleansed by the grace of God.  It is of the greatest importance to remember that this love of God does not only forgive a man his stained garments, it make them clean (Barclay 30).”  “It is the sacrifice of the Lamb upon the cross that supplies white garments for the saints.  Their act of washing the robes is not a meritorious work but a way of portraying faith (Mounce 165).”

“the blood of the Lamb”  “The emphasis in the Scripture upon the shed blood of sacrifice whether in the Mosaic law of the OT or the sacrifice of Christ in the NT points to the necessity of His substitutionary death for the believer’s redemption (Walvoord 147).”  “The blood of the Lamb is the assurance of cleansing and forgiveness for these who have been martyred for their faith in Christ.  Even their own sacrificial death could not atone for their sins.  They, like all others, must rest alone in that sacrifice which Christ provided for them.  What is true for them is true for the saints of all ages; only the blood of Christ avails to wash away sin (Walvoord 147).”  This phrase “is a shorthand expression for the death of Christ viewed as a sacrifice for sins, hence the imagery of v.14 depicts the effectiveness of the Lord’s redemption in the lives of His people.  It includes the overcoming of sin in life by virtue of the power of Christ’s atonement and so covers the whole of life’s pilgrimage, as well as the event of conversion (Beasley-Murray 1437).”  “’The blood of the Lamb’ connotes here more even than the profound reference to the sacrificial death of Jesus (5:9); it also suggests faithful witness in following Jesus in His death (2:13; 12:11; Johnson 486).”  “Certainly the blood of Jesus Christ speaks of His death.  But to the Hebrews the blood stood for the life.  That is why the orthodox Jew never would – and still will not – eat anything which had blood in it.  The blood is the life and the life belongs to God; and the blood must always be sacrificed to Him.  The identification of blood and life is not unnatural.  When a man’s blood ebbs away, so does His life.  When the NT speaks about the blood of Jesus Christ, it means not only His death but His life and death.  The blood of Christ stands for all Christ did for us and means for us in His life and in His death (Barclay 30-1).”  “Though a modern world is offended by substitutionary sacrifice and especially by the reference to sacrificial blood, from God’s viewpoint, like the children of Israel in Egypt, there is no safety except for those under the blood (Walvoord 147).”  “It is indeed true that the very life poured out on the Cross enters the lives of men to make them something different from what they were (Hough 422).”


“It is the blood of Jesus Christ which is cleansing us from all sin.  It is the blood of Jesus Christ which makes expiation for us, and it is through His blood that we are justified.  It is through Hi blood that we have redemption, and we are redeemed with the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  It is through His blood that we have peace with God.  His blood purges our conscience from dead works to serve the living God (Barclay 31).”

15. “For this reason, they are before the throne of God” and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.

“For this reason”  “The main idea is based on sacrifice.  Sacrifice is essentially something designed to restore a lost relationship with God.  God gives man His law; man breaks that law; that breach of the law interrupts the relationship between God and man; and sacrifice is designed to atone for the breach and to restore the lost relationship.  The great work of Jesus Christ in His life and in His death is to restore the lost relationship between God and man.  This work of Christ has something to do with the past.  It wins for man forgiveness for past sins and liberates him from his slavery to sin.  This work of Christ has something to do with the present.  It gives a man here and now, upon earth, in spite of failure and sin, a new and intimate relationship with God, in which fear is gone and in which love is the bond.  This work of Christ has something to do with the future.  It frees a man from the power of evil and enable him to live a new life in the time to come (Barclay 31-2).”  “It is because they are clothed in the righteousness of Christ that the multitude is able to stand before the throne of God (Mounce 165).”

“They were rewarded [for their martyrdom].  They had the privilege of being before God’s throne and of serving Him (Wiersbe 591).”

“they are before the throne of God”  “They are described as being … in a place of prominence and honor (Walvoord 148).”  “They are no longer under the altar, praying for vengeance, but are in the blessed presence of God (Rist 420).  “Those who have been faithful will have the entry into the very presence of God (Barclay 34).”  “They are accepted, for they stood before God’s throne and the Lamb.  No doubt they had been rejected on earth for they stood for truth at a time when lies were popular and Satan was in charge (Wiersbe 591).”  “They lived in a time when a throne threatened them – they looked forward to a time when a throne would protect them (Hough 423).”

“they”  “Of course, in the heavenly city, all distinctions will cease and we shall all simply be the people of God in glory.  But while God is working out His program in human history, distinctions still exist between the Jews, the Gentiles, the Church, and the Tribulation saints (Wiersbe 591).”  “The elder’s statement in vv.14b-17 describes the blessedness of the whole Church.  The difficulty is relieved if we remember that John prophesies of a day that to him is almost on the horizon; it was not given to him to see the period that intervened before the end.  The last persecution may come at any time.  Those who have gone before, having witnessed a good confession, are of course included in this throng, but it was superfluous to state that.  The Church of the present is the subject in view, and its situation fills John’s canvas.  For us, nearly two millennia later, the Church is mainly in heaven, but we may know that all believers, including ourselves, will be among that throng (Beasley-Murray 1437).”

“they serve Him”  “When God’s people get to heaven, there will be work to do!  We shall be able to serve Him perfectly (Wiersbe 591)!”  “Theirs is no state of passivity but of continual service of God in praise and worship (Johnson 487).”

“serve”  The Greek word is latreuo, which the NAS’95 translates as: offer, serve, service and worship (Thomas 1544).  “All 21 cases of latreuo in the NT are used in a religious sense, which includes the worship of strange gods (Hess 550).”


This “indicates that heaven is not only a place of rest from earthly toil but also a place of privileged service (Walvoord 148).”  “John does not envisage heaven as the scene of holy inactivity (Morris 115).”

“serve Him day and night”  “’Day and night’ is an idiom meaning unceasingly or without pause (Mounce 165).”  “The expression … can be understood as meaning simply that they will continually serve the Lord, that is, they will not need sleep or restoration as is necessary in earthly toil.  The are delivered from the limitations of this life (Walvoord 148).”  “Serving God day and night was part of the task of the Levites and the priests (Barclay 34).”  “Their service is not the ritual performance of Levitical priests but a spiritual worship of adoration and praise (Mounce 165).”

“in His temple”  “All 16 references to the temple in Revelation use the word that designates the inner shrine rather than the larger precincts.  It is the place where God’s presence dwells (Barker 1935).”  “The reference to the ‘temple’ of God raises the question whether the scene describes the final state of the saints or an intermediate state, as 21:22 tells us that the New Jerusalem has no temple.  However, the language used in vv.15-17 seems to depict the same condition as that of the saints in chapters 21 and 22.  Since 7:15 relates to worship, it would be appropriate to refer to the presence of God and the Lamb as ‘in’ the temple (Johnson 487).”  “Their service is said to occur in the temple of God, a reference to the immediate presence of the Lord, not to any earthly temple (Walvoord 148).”  “In 21:22, however, the future existence of the people of God is described as a city; and in that glorious city, unlike the pagan cities of the present world, there will be no special temple in which to worship God, because God Himself and the Lamb will be present everywhere (Johnson 487).”  “The temple is not to be thought of as a building in heaven.  In John’s vision heaven itself is the sanctuary: within, all God’s children are worshiping priests (Mounce 165).”  “The memory of their endurance is cherished in the bright land when, for themselves, agony has been lost in eternal joy (Hough 421).”

“spread His tabernacle”  “The promise that god will spread His tent over them would evoke memories of the tabernacle in the wilderness, the pillar of cloud and of fire, and the Shekinah glory (Mounce 166).”  “To ‘spread His tent (skenoo) over them,’ or to ‘reside permanently’ calls to mind the shekinah presence in the OT tabernacle or temple and later in Jesus and also the idea of a permanent residence.  Never again will these people endure torment.  They have the supreme protection of the living God Himself (Johnson 487).”  “For the tent to be over His people is a way of saying that the immediate presence of God will shelter and protect them from all that would harm.  It is the fulfillment of the OT promise that God will dwell in the midst of His people (Mounce 166).”  Skenoo “is the same word as is used when John says that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (Barclay 35).”  “No Jew would hear the word skenoun without thinking of shechinah; and the real meaning of the passage is that God’s blessed ones would serve and live in the very sheen of His glory (Barclay 36).”  “This prospect reaches fulfillment in 21:3, when God makes His dwelling with men (Rist 422).”  “To say that God dwelt in any place was to say that His glory was there (Barclay 35).”  “They will be in wonderful fellowship with their blessed Lord (Walvoord 148).”

16. “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat;

“We do well to remember that John found the origin of this passage in the words of Isaiah: ‘They shall not hunger or thirst; neither scorching wind nor sun shall smite them, and by springs of water will lead them (Isa 49:10)’ (Barclay 37).”

“They will … no longer”  “The promise that they will neither hunger nor thirst would be especially meaningful in an ancient land where both were constant threats (Mounce 166).”  “While today, in most parts of the world, it is relatively easy to confess Christ, this will not be the case during the Tribulation, at least during the last half of it.  Then, unless persons wear the ‘mark of the beast,’ they will not be able to buy or sell; and this would leave them without even life’s bare necessities (Wiersbe 591).”  “The condition described here contrasts to the earthly experience of those who suffered much for their faith.  For them, starvation, thirst, and the burning desert are forever past (Johnson 487).”  “God’s justice will prevail in the end, when their living conditions will be reversed for the good (Wall 121).”  “Thus in the future life the saints will not know stagnation, boredom, or satiation (Johnson 487).”  “The abundant provision of the heavenly scene is evident in this description (Walvoord 148).”  “Typical physical ills are taken as symbols.  Whatever the torment they will be free from it (Morris 116).”  “In the age to come neither sun nor scorching east wind will strike the redeemed.  They are sheltered from all discomfort by the presence of God (Mounce 166).”


“Yet the promise goes beyond physical privation (Mounce 166).”  “There is spiritual promise here, the promise of the ultimate satisfying of the hunger and the thirst of the human soul.  This is a promise which occurs again and again in the NT (Barclay 36).”  “The promise of this passage is that in Christ is the end of the world’s hunger, the world’s pain, and the world’s sorrow (Barclay 37).”

“hunger/thirst”  “The reference to hunger and thirst refers not just to food but also to spiritual fulfillment (Osborne 90).”

“nor thirst anymore”  “Christ assuages people’s thirst by providing in Himself the antidote to their restlessness, the complete counterpart to their unsatisfied desires (Beasley-Murray 1437).”  “The saved will always thirst for God and that thirst will be satisfied (Morris 116).”

“sun/heat”  “The heat and sun refer to God’s shelter and protection.  God’s care extends to every part of life (Osborne 90).”

17. for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”
“Lamb”  “John makes his point that Christ by His sacrifice of Himself makes provision for the needs of His people (Morris 116).”

“in the center of the throne”  The Lamb “has come to a place of supreme power (Hough 424).”  “He is the Lamb and the Ruler and the Shepherd all in one.  Sometimes scholars shy away from the richness of the NT revelation.  Those who do emphasize the great sacrifice of Christ do not always have much to say about His triumphant reign.  And those who speak of the kingdom of God do not always have much to say about the tender and gracious intimacy of the divine guidance.  Even when a mixed metaphor is involved, the book of Revelation insists on presenting the richness and the many-sidedness of God’s relation to men (Hough 424).”

“shepherd”  “Shepherd [is] a striking word to use of a lamb (Morris 116).”  “The idea of the Lamb as the shepherd of God’s flock is an intriguing exchange of roles.  Elsewhere in the writings of John, Christ is pictured as the good shepherd.  The metaphor builds on the OT picture of God as the shepherd of Israel (Mounce 166).”  “Ancient kings often referred to themselves as the shepherds of their people (Barker 1935).”  “It is not through some perfect environment but through the presence and continual ministry of the Lamb that their sufferings are forever assuaged (Johnson 487).”  “That the thought of the shepherd emerges with that of the sacrifice and the ruler gives one in a sudden vista a new sense of the intimate kindness of God.  Stately interpretations of the Christian religion are strangely lacking if they have missed the sense of the tenderness of God (Hough 424).”  “Judaea was like a narrow plateau with dangerous country on either side.  It was only a very few miles across with on one side the grim cliffs and ravines leading won to the Dead Sea and on the other the drop to the wild country of the Shephelah.  There were no fences or walls and the shepherd had to be ever on the watch for straying sheep.  George Adam Smith describes the eastern shepherd.  ‘With us sheep are often left to themselves; I do not remember to have seen in the East a flock without a shepherd.  In such a landscape as Judaea, where a day’s pasture is thinly scattered over an unfenced track, covered with delusive paths, still frequented by wild beasts, and rolling into the desert, the man and his character are indispensable’ (Barclay 38).”  “Christ is the promised Good Shepherd (Mounce 166).”  “As a shepherd, Jesus gives daily care, guidance, and provision (Osborne 89).”

“will guide them”  “Whereas on earth their enemies may have tormented them, now the Lamb guides them (Johnson 487).”  “The great Guide knows sources of the water of life which will not fail (Hough 424).”  “As God has led in the past, so will He lead in the future (Mounce 167).”

“springs of the water of life”  “Without water the flock would perish; and in Palestine the wells were few and far between.  That the Divine Shepherd leads to wells of water is the symbol that He gives us the things without which life cannot survive (Barclay 39).”  “The living fountains picture eternal refreshment in God’s presence (Osborne 89).”  The Lamb “directs the heavenly multitude to the fountain and source of life – that is, to the immediate presence of God.  The Psalmist says that people will drink from the river of God’s delights, for with Him is the fountain of life (Ps 36:8-9).  The same concept lies behind Jesus’ promise that ‘whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life (Jn 4:14).  As in the preceding verse, the figure points beyond itself to that ultimate satisfaction of people’s longings.  As a fresh-water spring in a semiarid land would be to a shepherd and his thirsty flock, so will be the eternal presence of God to redeemed humanity in their longing for spiritual wholeness (Mounce 167).”  “In the final vision of the city of God [these] turn out to be a river of living water – more than enough for the needs of all (Beasley-Murray 1437).”  “In contrast to the burning thirst experienced in their tribulation, now they will enjoy the refreshing waters of life (Johnson 487).”

“God will wipe every tear from their eyes”  “As He nourishes our bodies so He also comforts our hearts; without the presence and the comfort of God the sorrows of life would be unbearable, and without the strength of God there are times in life when we could never go on (Barclay 39).”  “Even the sorrowful memory of the pain and suffering of the former days will be mercifully removed by the Father (Johnson 487).”  “In heaven tears have no future, they have only a past.  And the tears are wiped from the eyes which are to weep no more (Hough 424).”  “Tribulation produces tears.  Like a tenderhearted, devoted mother, God will wipe each tear from their eyes with the eternal consolations of glory itself.  Never again will they cry out because of pain and suffering (Johnson 487).”


“They will have the tender compassion and care of the Savior, and the tears that once were theirs shall be wiped away.  Some have attempted to draw from this passage that there will be actual tears in heaven and have implied that saints will be shedding tears because of grief over wasted lives and unconfessed sin while on earth.  This passage, however, does not even suggest such a situation.  The point is that the grief and tears of the past, speaking of their trials in the tribulation, will be over when they get to heaven.  The saints in glory will be occupied with the beauty and wonder of heaven and the worship of the Savior.  They will not have time for repentance of that which can no longer be changed.  Instead, God will wipe away all tears resulting from their suffering on earth.  In the glory of heaven whatever burdens and cares may have been laid upon the saints in earthly life, there will be no sorrow, no tears, and no death (Walvoord 148-9).”
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