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Josiah “set the example, for if the leaders don’t walk with God, how can God give His people His best blessings (Wiersbe 156)?”  “Kaiser examines 2Ch 34:1-33 in three steps centered on the theme of human humbleness: (1) humbling oneself before God [vv.1-13]; (2) humbling ourselves before God’s word (vv.14-28] and humbling ourselves before God’s people [vv.29-33] (Thompson 379-380).”
Josiah “is twenty – and the year is 628 B.C. – when the reform began.  This detail is in contrast with the account in Kings.  A natural reading of 2Kg 22 suggests that it was the discovery, in 621 B.C., of the ‘book of the law (2Kg 22:8)’ that precipitated the reform (McConville 256).”  Josiah’s “own personal transformation, as well as the reform itself, began before the ‘Book’ was found (vv.1-7; Thompson 379).”  “In Chronicles the reform is at least well under way, perhaps complete (v.7), by the time of the discovery.  There are reasons to think that Chronicles has preserved an account of the matter that conveys more precisely what actually happened.  The author of Kings has evidently telescoped and schematized his material because he wants to stress the penitence of Josiah following the reading of the book, and the consequences for his reign.  Chronicles has wanted to insist that the circumstances of the discovery – or loss – of the book did not materially affect the opportunity for Josiah to act righteously, and has therefore made known the actual chronology of events (McConville 256).”

29. Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.

“Josiah’s response to this word is far from complacent (McConville 258).”  “Josiah believed in God’s faithfulness to His Word (7:14), and as a godly leader who was concerned for his people he wanted to delay his people’s punishment for a long as possible (Barber 273).”  “The response of the king was to summon the elders of Judah and Jerusalem for consultation which resulted in a renewal of the covenant relationship (Howard 485).”  “Elements of the Davidic covenant were also incorporated, since the ceremony was led by the king (vv.31-32) and took place in the temple (v.30; 2Ch 7:13-14,17-18; Selman 534).”
30. He went up to the temple of the Lord with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites – all the people from the least to the greatest.  He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of the Lord.
“the people of Jerusalem”  “In contrast to his source the Chronicler wanted to single out that ‘the inhabitants of Jerusalem’ were participants in the covenant ceremony.  He was sensitive to the fact that they were the human targets of God’s prophetic judgment against Jerusalem (v.24, 27-28).  In 32:22 he had specified this very group as recipients of salvation ‘from the hand of Sennacherib … and from the hand of all others.’  Sadly deliverance had stimulated no devotion, and now divine wrath loomed over them (Allen 428).”
“Levites”  “The chronicler follows quite closely his source at 2Kg 23:2.  It is suggested that this [deviation] represents the Chronicler’s view that the proclamation of the word of God, especially in terms of preaching, was in his time the prime function of the Levite.  In other words, it is an interpretive change, indicating to the people of his own time that the prophetic function now lay in the hands of the Levitical community (Howard 485).”  “The Chronicler often associates prophetic functions with the Levites (20:14; 29:25,30; 35:15; 1Ch 25:1-8; Dillard 282).”  “This change is most likely allied with the repeated exercise of a prophetic ministry by the Levites (20:14; 29:30; 1Ch 25:1,3) and the prophetic qualifications of their founders (29:25; 35:15; 1Ch 25:5), though it is unnecessary to assume that the Levites had taken over all the work of the prophets by the Chronicler’s time (Selman 535).”  “The Levites may represent a continuation of cultic prophets, or in light of the demise of the prophetic succession in the post-exilic period, the Levitical preaching and teaching are understood as a continuation of the earlier prophetic function (Dillard 282).”  “In attendance at this meeting was a young priest named Jeremiah (Jr 1:1-3).  How hollow this occasion must have seemed to him in later years as he lived through the ungodly reigns of subsequent kings (Corduan 356)!”
“all the people from the least to the greatest”  “The reading was for everyone, not the religious leaders only (Thompson 379).”
“He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant”  “The Word of God … demands to be heard by all (Thompson 379).”  “Such a public reading of the law was commanded in the book (Dt 31:10-13).  “In keeping with the prescription of the Mosaic law, all the people gather for the reading of the law scroll and the covenant-ratification ceremony (Dt 31:11;Hill 624).”  “But since the scroll had been misplaced, no one had known about this requirement (Corduan 356).”  “What the people heard was the very inspired and authoritative word of God, given to be normative for life and faith (Thompson 379).”
“all the words of the Book of the Covenant”  “This may be the section known by that phrase in Ex 20:1-23:33, or it may be all of Dt (Merrill 647).”  “Scholars are more or less unanimous that the book was what we now know as Dt (McConville 256).”  “It is likely that the writing was an early version of the present book of Dt – a statement of Israelitish custom made under the influence of prophetic zeal for Yahweh, and somehow deposited in the temple at Jerusalem after the fall of Samaria (Elmslie 541).”  “’The covenant’ that Josiah ‘renewed’ was the one contained in the Book of the Covenant, specifically the revelation of God’s older testament – the pre-Christian revelation that was the Lord’s eternal instrument for the redemption of His elect people (Payne 552).”  “All that is known for certain about the contents of the book, and the immediate impression which it made, is that when it was submitted to the prophetess Huldah she somberly declared that there was nothing in it to justify hope that sinful Jerusalem would escape destruction, but that the disaster would not happen in good-intentioned Josiah’s lifetime (vv.22-28; 2Kg 22:14-20; 540-541).”
“the Book of the Covenant”  “The expression ‘the Book of the Covenant’ is a rarely used technical term for the entire Pentateuch in later Judaism (Sir 24:23.  Thus, this book title likely refers to the core of the Sinai covenant code, Ex 19-24 (Ex 24:7; Hill 623).”  “The phrase ‘Book of the Covenant’ deserves special attention.  This phrase only occurs only 4 times in the OT (Ex 24:7; 2Kg 23:2,21; 2Ch 30).  Its exact meaning is uncertain, but according to Ben Sira (ca. 190-180 B.C.) the phrase referred to the entire five books of the Penteteuch that was given to Moses (Sirach 24:23; Thompson 379).”

“Covenant”  What is most “important is the theological significance of the term ‘covenant,’ which denotes an agreement that creates new relationships in accordance with stipulations outlined in advance.  The OT recognizes two types of covenants.  The treaty or obligatory covenant creates a relationship between unequal parties (i.e., God and Israel) and obligates the servant or vassal to serve the master or suzerain by means of specific regulations (e.g., Mosaic law).  The grant or promissory covenant obligates the master to the basal, who is rewarded for past loyalty (e.g., God’s promise of a dynasty to David).  Divine punishment in the form of curses may be invoked for violation of agreement in both cases (Hill 623).”  Biblical covenant always contain both grace and law, promise and judgment, and Josiah could point to both Asa and Hezekiah for covenant ceremonies which reaffirmed God’s grace to a previously disobedient people (2Ch 15:1-15; 29:10; Selman 534).”  “Beyond treaty definition and form, the idea of covenant combines both judgment and hope for Israel: judgment in the form of divine curse for disloyalty to the treaty demands and hope in the form of divine blessing for loyalty to the treaty demands (Lv 26; Dt 28; Hill 624).”  “The facts that the scroll is entitled here ‘The Covenant Scroll’ and that they acted according to the covenant of God (v.32) show how important the covenant was in determining the shape of Israel’s future (Selman 534).”  
“which had been found in the Temple of the Lord”  “It is hard to imagine that God’s people could have forgotten the law of Moses.  Written copies of Scripture were not as common among the people as they are today.  The king was to have a copy himself (Dt 17:18), and the Levites were to have ready access to their copies, but most Israelites probably learned the law of Moses from the teaching of their parents and the Levites (2Ch 17:9).  The loss of the law then could occur in the span of one generation.  All that was necessary was for one generation to neglect its responsibility to teach the younger generations.  The loss of the law in Josiah’s day was not a new problem.  In fact, the problem appears to have been at the root of Israel’s failure to keep her obligations and to obey the will of God.  Already in the earliest stages of her history as a nation, after the death of Joshua and his generation, ‘there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel (Jg 2:10; Sailhammer 111).”


Blaiklock writes: “The ancient roll of Dt had lain hidden in the rubble that had again, since Hezekiah’s cleansing, collected in the holy place.  Thus it is that man amid the clutter of his worldliness loses the Word of God.  Its provisions nonetheless abide, and … ‘by the Law is the Knowledge of Sin.’ … Youth found the Law that age had lost.  If the book had vanished – discredited, neglected, no longer read, and dishonored in the defilement of the holy place – the principal cause, if one man is to be blamed, is that o Manasseh for all his vain seeking, after a misspent half-century, to restore the broken religion.  It might well be the prayer of older men and women today, tardily aware of the accelerating rush [of] a Gadarene society, that youth should recover ‘the Law,’ the discipline of faith, the old moralities, the forgotten Savior (Barber 274).”
31. The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord – to follow the Lord and keep His commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all His soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.
“by the pillar”  “The king now stands ‘in his place (NRSV, RSV) rathan than ‘by the pillar (2Kg 23:3).  Though the Hebrew word for ‘place’ occurs only in post-exilic parts of the OT, this change may also reflect the absence of pillars such as Jakin and Boaz in the second temple (3:17; Selman 535).”
“renewed the covenant”  “The ‘renewing of the covenant’ was a familiar event in Jewish history.  When the new generation was about to enter Canaan, Moses had them renew the covenant, as recorded in Dt.  On two occasions, Joshua called for a renewal of the covenant (Js 8:34ff; 24), and so also did Samuel (1Sm 7:2ff; 12:1ff).  After Nehemiah and the people completed the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem, Ezra led them to rededicate themselves to Jehovah (Ne 8-10; Wiersbe 155).”  “The key issue of our study is the creation of relationships by means of a covenant ritual, and this through the voluntary act of the individual or community (Hill 623).”  “Covenant renewal for ancient Israel was repairing or restoring a relationship with God broken because of their willful violation of the stipulations regulating the relationship.  Repentance or humbling oneself is the first step in renewing a covenant relationship with God (Ps 51:17; Hill 623).”  “Josiah’s covenant-renewal ceremony combines elements of the Mosaic covenant (esp. seen in the terms ‘commands, regulations and decrees [Dt 4:40;6:1]) and of the Davidic covenant (esp. seen in the leadership of the king and the temple sit, v.29; 7:13-14,17-18; Hill 623).”  “Theologically, the idea of God’s grace extended to the disobedient people of God is not lost on the Chronicler.  What God did in Israel by way of religious reform and spiritual renewal through the covenant-renewal ceremonies of Asa, Hezekiah, and Josiah is ‘repeatable’ history for the Jews living in postexilic Judah – if they too humble themselves and pray and pledge covenant loyalty to Yahweh (Hill 624).”  “Though the people had been judged by the covenant, ‘covenant’ renewal became the foundation of a new hope (Selman 534).”  “A new generation cannot live on a legacy.  They must learn afresh who the Lord is and what He has done for them (Sailhammer 111).”
“to follow the Lord and keep His commands … with all his heart and all his soul”  “Israel was a nation greatly blessed by God, and with those blessings came great responsibility (Stewart 442).”  “The spirit of Dt is finely echoed in the royal commitment to follow the Lord, in obedience that springs from ‘all his heart and all his soul (Dt 13:3,4; 26:16; also 6:5; 10:12).  It was a mark of the Chronicler’s description of Asa’s covenanting (15:12) and appeared in a shorter form in his thumbnail sketches of such models of excellence as Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah (22:9, 31:21; Allen 428).”  “Josiah sought to impress both [God’s warnings and promises] upon the collective consciousness of his people by making a solemn covenant before the Lord (Stewart 442).”
“his”  This pronoun refers to Josiah.  “Josiah, as a good leader, set the example (Barber 274).”  “Then, as now, spiritual renewal and true transformation must begin at the individual level, and it only comes by the power of the Holy Spirit (Hg 2:5; Zech 4:6; 12:10; Hill 624).”
“The last part of v.32 and all v.33 is an expansion by the Chronicler indicating that the covenant applies to the whole of Israel (Howard 485).”  “V.32 is a free paraphrase of ‘all the people pledged themselves to the covenant (2Kg 23:30; Selman535).’”  “Chronicles 34:32 paraphrases the response of the people in pledging their loyalty to the covenant agreement (2Kg 23:3b; Hill 623).”
32. Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their fathers.

“Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it”  “The Chronicler has emphasized that ‘all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin (NRSV, RSV)’ assented to the new arrangements, and that they did so by reviving an older covenant rather than making a new one (Selman 535).”  “The precedent for involving the entire community in covenant renewal was already established by Asa (2Ch 15:1-15) and Hezekiah (29:10; 30:1; Hill 624).”  “The conformity of the populace was accomplished apparently without the measures taken during the reign of Asa (Dillard 282).”  “This wasn’t a demonstration of ‘civil religion’ where everybody obeyed because the king commanded it.  What Josiah pled for was a yielding of their hearts and souls to the Lord in sincerity and truth (Wiersbe 156).”  Josiah “gathers Judah for a great act of covenant renewal, determined that the people shall be worthy of the mercy received (McConville 258).”  “The Chronicler’s version stresses that Josiah imposes the pledge of obedience on the assembly, suggesting that the people do not fully share the king’s faith or convictions about the covenant relationship with Yahweh (Hill 623).”  “It was the king who made the people ‘pledge themselves (NIV, NRSV);’ ‘swear and oath (NEB);’ ‘made’ them ‘stand to it (RSV).’  This suggests that Josiah’s personal faith was not necessarily copied by the people, an observation that is confirmed by both Jeremiah and subsequent events (36:14-16; Jr 3:10; Selman 535).”  “This is borne out by the fact that Josiah’s religious reforms died with him at Megiddo (2Ch 36:8,14; Jr 3:10; Hill 623).”  “In their desire to avert [divine judgment] they penitently participated both in the pledge of commitment and in the Passover celebration (35:18; Allen 428).”
“pledge”  “The people stood indicating their acceptance of the conditions of the covenant (274).”
“the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance w/ the covenant … God of their fathers”  “Even if it was only temporary, Judah had returned to their foundations (Selman 534-535).”
“the people of Jerusalem did this in accordance with the covenant of God”  “Josiah’s covenant was characterized by the ‘obedience of faith (Ro 1:5; Selman 534).”  “The king’s initiative in getting them to make this commitment is also emphasized (contrast 2Kgs 23:3; Allen 428).”
33. Josiah removed all the detestable idols from all the territory belonging to the Israelites, and he had all who were present in Israel serve the Lord their God.  As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the Lord, the God of their fathers.


“This verse summarizes and concludes the events of ch.34 (Thompson 380).”

“Josiah”  “Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the Lord as he did – with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses (2Kg 23:25).”  “To the prophet Jeremiah, whose early ministry coincided with his reign, he was a paragon whose faithfulness condemned his unworthy successors in Jerusalem (Jr 22:15ff).  In Chronicles, he has all the qualities of Hezekiah, without (apart from the strange circumstances of his death) the enigmatic reservations; he shows the promise of a Joash, without disappointing it later on (McConville 254-255).”  “Josiah is seen as an exemplary Davidic king (Sailhammer 111).”  “Josiah is remarkable for his youthfulness at the time of his first zeal to re-establish the worship of the Lord.  It is at the age of sixteen (v.3) that he begins to ‘seek the God of David his father (McConville 256).’”
“removed all the detestable idols”  “The final verse of this section summarizes the impact of the discovery of the law scroll and the covenant-renewal ceremony on Josiah’s reign by means of allusion to the extensive religious reforms carried out in Judah (2Kg 23:4-20; Hill 624).”  “the earlier details are not repeated, presumably because some of the same kind of things had already taken place (vv.3b-7; Selman 535).”  “The king then began to implement the terms of the covenant and obey the law of the Lord (Wiersbe 156).”  “For more details on his thorough purging of the land of its high places – with their accompanying immoralities – of its astral worship, of its spiritism, and of its other paganisms, see 2Kg 23:4-14,24 (Payne 552).”  “In particular the king destroyed the altar of Jeroboam I at Bethel, along with the other high places of Samaria, and slew such of the priests as remained (2Kg 23:15-20), exactly as had been predicted in 1Kg 13:2, over 300 years before (Payne 552).”

“all the territory belonging to the Israelites”  V. 6 enumerates the tribes (Payne 552).  “This verse summarizes Josiah’s reform in Judah and in the lands of the Northern Kingdom (Barber 275).”  This expression “draws attention to the Chronicler’s belief that Israel was now one and that all in Israel would serve the Lord their God as long as Josiah lived (Thompson 380).”
“and he had all who were present in Israel serve the Lord their God”  “God’s covenant is not made with individuals in isolation.  God called Israel to be his chosen nation.  As a community they were to enjoy the blessings of God’s mercy and shoulder the obligation to honor him in all that they did.  That is why Josiah was not content to simply renew his personal covenant with the Lord.  His next step was to call his people to do the same (Stewart 442).”  “Again, however, there are hints that the people needed some coercion (Selman 535).”  Josiah exerted “his continuing influence for good (Allen 428).”  “The covenant renewal called for pure and unadulterated monotheism for the rest of his reign (Thompson 380).”  “Josiah made them ‘serve’ (i.e., worship) the Lord, which they did, but only ‘as long as he lived’ (Selman 535).”
“as long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the Lord”  “This national commitment was the next appropriate response to God’s covenant of grace (Stewart 442).”  “The people’s obedience to the terms of their covenant is summarized along the lines of 2Kg 23:4-25 (Selman 535).”  “By God’s design, almost frighteningly so, Israel’s destiny lies in the decision of the people to choose ‘life and prosperity’ or ‘death and destruction (Dt 30:15).’  Thankfully in this instance, because of the strong leadership of Josiah, the people chose life – for a time (Hill 624).”  Josiah “led the people in God’s way (Sailhammer 111).”  “Just as the ‘God of his father Davie’ became ‘his God (vv.3,8),’ so the ‘God of their fathers’ became ‘their God (vv.32-33).’  The process of making the traditional faith one’s own is beautifully repeated.  Josiah taught others the lesson of a living faith he had learned earlier (Allen 428).”  “From the time the Book of the Law was discovered (622 BC) until [Josiah’s] death (609 BC) the people conformed outwardly to the teaching of God’s word (275).”  “One must remember that this ‘Book’ did not in itself create this change, but rather true transformation comes only by the power of the Holy Spirit (Thompson 379).”
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