Ezekiel 16

48. “As I live,” declares the Lord God, “Sodom, your sister and her daughters have not done as you and your daughters have done.

“As I live”  “Yahweh affirms on oath that even Sodom, the archtype of wickedness in Israelite tradition, and her daughters were no match for Jerusalem (Block 508).”

“Sodom”  “Indeed it was only to heighten the disparaging comparison of Jerusalem that Sodom was adopted as a sister and given precedence over Samaria in the argument Greenberg 303).”  “The Bible frequently compares a city or people to Sodom as the epitome of evil and degradation (Barker 1247).”

”daughters’”  “The cities of a land or kingdom dependent on the capital (Keil 222).”  “The daughters of these cities were the minor towns that surrounded them (Feinberg 91).”  Jerusalem is furnished with ‘daughters’ or dependent cities, so that the nation of Judah is in view (L. Allen 244).”

“have not done as you and your daughters have done”  “The people of Jerusalem, whether at home or in exile, were so deeply imbued with the notion of their city as being the ‘holy city’, that they were blinded to its true character.  Yet they all knew, with that marvelous moral insight that detects so clearly the evil in others, how sinful Sodom and Samaria were (Craigie 119)!”  “As evil as Sodom was, she did not begin to do evil like Jerusalem.  Jeremiah described how the prophets of Jerusalem committed adultery, lied, and encouraged evildoers so that none turned from their wickedness, just like Sodom (Alexander 817).”  “In wickedness and flagrant disregard of the will of the Lord, Jerusalem had far outstripped both Samaria and Sodom.  Her abominations exceeded any of theirs (Feinberg 91).”  “The prophetic comparison points to a familiar human weakness.  We are all more acute at perceiving the moral failings of others than we are in perceiving them in ourselves.  Moral vision and insight have sometimes a curious bifurcation: they are totally blind to the weakness in oneself that is seen with such penetrating clarity in another.  And ironically, this partial blindness is most common in those who have the least excuse, those to whom the greatest opportunity for moral wisdom has been granted.  It more often the religious people of this world than the pagans who perceive and denounce the weakness in others, blithely unaware of its presence in themselves (Craigie 120).”

“you”  Jerusalem (Alexander 817).

49. “Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and the needy.
“this was the guilt”  “From Ge 19 we have come to associate Sodom with homosexual gang rape, but Ezekiel does not even hint at this crime (L. Allen 509).”  “Sodom’s chief sin” … “stemmed from her abundant materialism (food), given to her from God, which had resulted in false security, apathy, a luxurious life of ease, and the corollary disdain and neglect of the poor and needy (Alexander 817).”  “The sin of Sodom as described here, very different from the traditional interpretation, has much to say to the affluent Western world of today (Taylor 141).”  “In fact the account [Ezekiel] gives is simply of a city very much like London or New York or wherever we ourselves are living.  It is just the common sin of which we read here, the sin of being full, contented, and prosperous, and of forgetting that there are needy folk at our gate (Allen 150).”

“guilt”  The Hebrew word is avon, which the NASB translates as “iniquities” the vast majority of the time.  Avon is also translated “blame, guilty, punishment, punishment for iniquity (Thomas 1571).”

“arrogance”  The Hebrew word is gaon, which the NASB most frequently translates as “pride”.  Gaon also is translated, in the NASB as, “eminence, excellence, glory, majestic, majesty, pomp, proud, splendor and thicket (Thomas 1502).”  “The proud felt they did not need to trust God or follow His instructions because they could now determine their own destiny (Smith 788).”  “Arrogance is often accompanied by affluence, careless ease, and failure to help the poor (Smithy 788).”  “Notice how pride was singled out as the root of Sodom’s sin when her abomination’s were traced to their source (Feinberg 91).”  “Sodom’s chief sin had been pride and self-exaltation (Alexander 817).”  “Pride is a fundamental attitude of self-sufficiency because of which a person throws off humility and pursues selfish desires.  In pride a person rejects the need for dependence on God or His laws and despises moral or social limitations that regulate behavior according to the highest good of others (Smith 787).”

“abundant food”  Block translates sibat lehem as “stuffed with food,” “glottonous (509).”  “God had blessed her abundantly with fullness of bread, but she monopolized these blessings for her own pleasures and basked in prosperous ease (Feinberg 91).”

“abundant”  The Hebrew word is sobah, which the NASB translates as “glutted, satisfied, and sufficient (Thomas 1601).”  Thomas defines sobah as satiety (1601).

“careless ease”  Block translates salwat hasqet as ”comfortably secure” or “complacent (509).”  “This material ease fostered sexual perversion (Alexander 817).”

“careless”  The Hebrew word is shaqat, which the NASB also translates “quiet, undisturbed, calm, grant relief, rest, pacified, peace, and still (Thomas 1611).”

“ease”  The Hebrew word is shalvah, which the NASB also translates as “complacency, prosperity, quietness, time of tranquility (Thomas 1606).”  “It may … designate a sinful attitude of idleness and carelessness (Nel 117).”

“did not help the poor and the needy”  “Either Ezekiel’s characterization was based on an alternative tradition, or he was expounding on the significance of zeaqa/seaqa, which occurs twice in the Genesis narrative (18:20; 19:13).  These dialectical variants of the same word ‘connote the anguished cry of the oppressed, the agonized plea of the victim for help in the face of some great injustice.’  In agreement with the author of Genesis, Ezekiel portrays Sodom’s crimes as social and moral rather than cultic (Block 509).”  “Here social injustice rather than sexual perversion is highlighted (Barker 1247).”  “Sodom’s sin was her haughty unconcern for the needs of others in spite of her wealth (Walvoord 1258).”  “Provision for her own needs made her insensible to the needs of others; she had no social conscience (Feinberg 91).”

50. “Thus they were haughty and committed abominations before Me.  Therefore I removed them when I saw it.”
“haughty”  The Hebrew word is gabah, which the NASB also translates as “build high, exalt, lifted, loftier, make high, mounts, proud, raised, taller, took great pride and upward (Thomas 1502).”

“committed abominations”  The Hebrew word is toebah, which the NASB also translates as “detestable or loathsome (Thomas 1614).”

“Therefore I removed them”  Ezekiel’s “immediate exilic audience and the people back in Jerusalem must have been aware of the manner in which Yahweh had responded to Sodom’s wickedness.  If he had disposed of them in a flash, Jerusalem may expect no better fate (Block 509).”  “If God removed Sodom in judgment, as he did, certainly Jerusalem would receive greater punishment (Alexander 817).”  “This passage stands as both an exhortation and a warning against such wickedness and life styles today (Alexander 817).”  “If we are guilty in this respect, as we unquestionably are, how can we expect that it will be more tolerable for us in the Day of Judgment than for Sodom (Allen 150)?”
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