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52. He named the second Ephraim, “For”, he said, “God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.”
“God has”  “Through his choice of names, Joseph is expressing his faith that God has been with him and blessed him (Wenham 398).”  “The important thing is that in explaining the names Joseph gives full credit to his own God for all that had happened.  It was the Hebrews’ God, not the Pharaoh or the gods of Egypt, for all their prominence in the story, who had brought his to his present success and happiness (Gibson 263).”

“Ephraim”  “The wordplay on the name (Ephraim sounds like the Hebrew for ‘twice fruitful’) reflects the fact that God gave Joseph ‘two’ sons (Barker 62).”  “The name reflects Joseph’s joy over this second gift of God (Jeske 338).”  “The name of Joseph’s second son focuses on a God who blesses (Hamilton 512).”  “After the loneliness and fear of the kidnapping and all that led up to imprisonment, to have a wife and family called for celebration in the naming of this second son (Baldwin 177).”

“Ephraim is primarily a place name, from the same root as Ephrathah, situated in the center of the territory of the tribe; i.e., the tribe took its name from the land it occupied in Palestine (Simpson 780).”  “’Ephraim’ perhaps originally meant ‘fertile land’ or ‘pasture land,’ certainly an apt description of the land that the tribe of Ephraim would inherit (Wenham 398).”  “There is an element of prophecy in the choice of name, for Ephraim became one of the largest tribes (Wenham 398).”

“fruitful”  “The fruitfulness to which Joseph alludes refers to more than simply the birth of a son.  It must include the opportunity be the vehicle in the survival of Egypt (Hamilton 512).”  “It’s a wonderful thing when we can come through times of trial with the kind of attitude Joseph had, burying past hurts and rejoicing in present blessings, being forgetful and fruitful at the present time (Wiersbe 104).”

“land of my affliction”  “Joseph occupied a position of power and privilege in an ancient nation which was a world power, but he did not consider Egypt his home (Jeske 338-9).”  “Egypt was very obviously the place God wanted Joseph to be at that time, and he was content to live there.  But his heart was in Canaan.  That was the land of promise, and Joseph had not forgotten (Jeske 339).”


“The land of affliction is often the fruitful land – fruitful of patience, faith, courage fortitude, victory.  The times when the soul of Israel rose to its noblest heights were often the times when outward events were darkest (Bowie 781).”

53. When the seven years of plenty which had been in the land of Egypt came to an end,
“seven years of plenty”  “Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams proved accurate, and Egypt enjoyed seven years of bumper crops, a fifth of which were put into Pharaoh’s storage cities (Wiersbe 104).”

54. and the seven years of famine began to come, just as Joseph had said, then there was famine in all the lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.
“seven years of famine”  “Seven year famines were a familiar feature of life in the ancient Near East.  Inadequate rainfall in the southern Sudan would prevent the Nile from flooding for its usual three months in northern Egypt, and without its annual flood, Egyptian agriculture was doomed (Wenham 398).”

“famine”  “The description of the famine is terse and repetitive to highlight its seriousness (Wenham 398).”  “The fivefold repetition of the word famine and its description as “very severe” twice (a term only used elsewhere of the famine in Jerusalem just before it fell, 2Kgs 25:3; Jer 52:6) emphasize the seriousness (Wenham 398).”  “famine in all the lands”  “The famine spread over all the neighboring lands (Delitzsch 353).”  “Failure of the rains in Palestine and Syria led to poor harvests there.  No doubt it was unusual for the rains to fail in both Sudan and the Levant in the same year, but this is what occurred in Joseph’s time (Wenham 398).”

“all”  “The extensiveness of the famine is underscored by the repeated use of kol (lit., ‘all’) in this section (Hamilton 513).”

55. So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried out to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, you shall do.”
“People cried out to Joseph”  “Most of the Egyptians are apparently not aware that grain distribution is now in Joseph’s hand (Hamilton 513).”

“Go to Joseph”  “Interestingly, Pharaoh refers to Joseph by his Hebrew name, not by his Egyptian name (Hamilton 513).”  Joseph’s Hebrew name was Zaphenath-paneah (Hamilton 513).”

“whatever he says to you, you shall do”  “There may be an intended echo of this story of the great provider, in John’s record of the similar words (Jn 2:5) which made way for the miracle at Cana.  What Joseph was to the men of his day (John may imply), this and more would Jesus be to the world (Kidner 198).”

56. When the famine was spread over all the face of the earth, then Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians; and the famine was severe in the land of Egypt.
“famine was spread over all the face of the earth”  

“sold to the Egyptians”  “Joseph realized that the nation’s grain reserves from the years of plenty had to be guarded carefully if the nation was to survive seven years of famine, and so he did not simply give grain back to the people who had originally grown it (Jeske 339).”

“sold”  The Hebrew word “signifies to trade in corn, to buy and sell corn (Delitzsch 353).”

“the famine was severe in the land of Egypt”  “Years of famine have frequently fallen, like this one, upon Egypt, and the neighboring countries to the north.  The cause of this is to be seen in the fact, that the overflowing of the Nile, to which Egypt is indebted for its fertility, is produced by torrents of rain falling in the alpine regions of Abyssinia, which proceed from clouds formed in the Mediterranean and carried thither by the wind; consequently it has a common origin with the rains of Palestine (Delitzsch 354).”

57. The people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe in all the earth.
“The people of all the earth came to Egypt”  “This was the means God used to bring about the migration of Jacob’s family to Egypt (Jeske 339).”  “Our Savior holds the destiny of all people in his hands.  He so directs their course that even the doings of the ungodly, though they may not realize it, must contribute to God’s glory and to the welfare of his family of believers.  God had overruled the evil designs of Joseph’s brothers, and now he controlled even the destiny of the nation of Egypt in order to serve his good plans for his chosen people (Jeske 339).”

“all the earth”  This refers to “the known world from the writer’s perspective: the Middle East (Barker 62).”

“famine”  “How severe a famine could be in Egypt, which is a thin fertile strip between deserts, is twice indicated by records of its’ inhabitants resorting to cannibalism.  But because Palestine was watered by rainfall and Egypt by the Nile, the harvest seldom failed simultaneously in both (12:10; 26:1-2).  This time it was only the exertions of one man that averted a multiple disaster (Kidner 198).”

“Joseph”  “This description of the famine in the time of Joseph echoes the author’s description of the flood in the time of Noah.  God saved only Noah and his family from the flood, so that Noah became the new (after Adam) father of the race.  With the call of Abram out of the post-flood and post-Babel nations, God once more singled out one man, now to be the father of His special people.  God promised that, through this man and his descendants, ‘all the families of the earth will be blessed (12:3)’.  The author highlights the fact that in this new crisis hope rested with one of these descendants (Barker 62).”  “At last Joseph was in power in Egypt.  God’s revelation to him by dreams was being fulfilled (Ross 100).”
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