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“Do these verses represent true repentance or false complacency (Emmerson 679)?”  Is Hosea “formulating a genuine expression of penitence, or a liturgy of lament, or – as the reaction of 4ff. rather indicates – does he describe a shallow, even hypocritical, response (cf. NIV heading?) (Polkinghorne 876)?”  “The answer turns on whether the theology expressed here is genuinely Yahwistic, a vehicle of repentance framed by the prophet for the people in response to 5:15, or whether it is in essence mechanistic and manipulative, reflecting Canaanite ideas and denying Yahweh’s sovereign freedom.  The negative evaluation of both Ephraim and Judah in vv.4-6 suggest that the latter is the correct view (Emmerson 680).”
“The words of chapter 6:1-3 are typical of a penitential psalm; if used with honesty and understanding, they would pave the way for a return to the nation’s true source of life and faith (Craigie 45).”  “For three verses Hosea gives the words of Israel in the day of her repentance.  The section carries a close relationship in thought with 5:15, which notes that this time of repentance will come only with the beginning of Christ’s millennial reign.  Israel as a nation has never yet prayed like this (Wood 193).”


“The song is Hoseanic in style and not disruptive of the context.  Its placement follows the alternating doom-hope pattern that characterizes the entire book.  It represents a faithful presentation of covenant teaching, because its orientation is eschatological, not immediate (Stuart 107).”

1. Come, let us return to the Lord.  For He has torn us, but He will heal us; He has wounded us, but He will bandage us.
“us”  “This plea to turn to the Lord came either from the lips of Hosea or from the people who saw the need to seek help from God for their sins (Lindsell 1304).”  “This is the call to return to God that the priests ought to have led.  God Himself may be quoting their words, as He did Israel’s in 2:7b.  The cohortative form ‘let us’ argues against the view that the song is Hosea’s own plea to return.  Nowhere else does the prophet use this means of addressing the people (Hubbard 124).”

“The words seem more appropriately to be coming from people who themselves desire to be right in God’s sight (Wood 193).”  “The decision to return had to be made by the people themselves; they had to resolve to do it.  If they had not so resolved, any hope of restoration and renewal would have been in vain (Mauchline 625).”


“All generations are ‘you’, whether past, present or future.  The nation is a continuum.  Particular individuals and groups may come and go in the continuum, but they are all part of the corporate identity which is the ‘nation’ per se.  The song of 6:1-3 is thus eschatological, relating to a nation that is a continuum throughout history (Stuart 107).”  “The fulfillment of the song is thus implicitly reserved for another generation than that which heard Hosea sing it (Stuart 108).”

“return to the Lord”  “There is no connecting word with the preceding verse, but this is clearly what God wants to hear (Butterworth 772).”  “This verse depicts the people as urging one another to return truly to God (Wood 193).”  “The repentant Israelites would encourage each other to return to Yahweh because they believed He would heal them (as a shepherd, 5:13) even though He had torn and wounded them (as a lion 5:14; Constable 28).  “God may withdraw (v.15), but it is the people who return (6:1; Craigie 46).”  “V. 1 may be taken therefore as a sincere utterance, showing, indeed, no evidence of repentance or sorrow, but manifesting at least a straight purpose to return to God (Mauchline 624).”  “In contrast to her past folly, Israel will turn to the Lord as her source of healing and life (Chisholm 1393).”  “This prospect envisions an end to the rebellion against God that led Israel to her downfall (McComiskey 88).”


“The prophet pleads with his own nation (perhaps including Judah) to return to Yahweh (Stuart 107).”  He calls “His rebellious people to reject their sinful ways and return to Him and [He] will be quick to revive and heal those who respond (Smith 113).”
“For”  “The second and third lines of v.1 should read as concessive clauses, each beginning with ‘although’ (a perfectly acceptable meaning of Heb ki) (Hubbard 125).”

“He has” “One of the reasons for turning to God is the realization that He is sovereignly in control of life (Smith 110).”  “They would recognize that their punishment had come from Him, not just from a foreign enemy (Dt 32:39; Constable 28).”
“has torn us”  “’Has torn’ corresponds to the threat to tear in verse 14 (Hubbard 124).”  “Israel acknowledges that [God] has torn them to pieces (Butterworth 772).”  “the emphasis here is on the mutilation and eating of the victim, presumably after it is killed.  It is not a mild but a fatal injury that Yahweh inflicts (Andersen 419).”  “The fact that Yahweh slew them is stated clearly in 6:5 (Andersen 419).”  The emphasis is “that the present distress is punishment directly from Yahweh, not a situation Yahweh has allowed (Stuart 107).”  “It is a confident assertion that God’s punishment is never intended to be merely penal, but always to be disciplinary and remedial; it is part of His activity as Savior (Mauchline 624).”  “God’s tearing and smiting are obstacles to the return (Hubbard 125).”

“but He will”  “The song is an expression of hope (Stuart 107).”  “The ancient affirmation is twisted to link the acts of wounding and healing together as though they were an automatic sequence, an expected cycle of divine work on which the devotees of Yahweh could rely (Boice 49)”

“heal us”  “Assyria was not able to cure Israel (5:13), but the Lord is able, even though like a lion (5:14) He had torn them to pieces (Chisholm 1393).”  “As the endurance of punishment impels to seek the Lord (5:15), so the motive to return to the Lord is founded upon the knowledge of the fact that the lord can, and will heal the wounds which He inflicts (Keil 94).”  “The sickness is such that only God can restore it (Craigie 46).”  “The call to repentance is based on the fact that Yahweh, who tore the nation as a lion rends its prey, is willing also to heal the people and bind up the wounds He inflicted (McComiskey 88).”  “It is a universal truth that when a spiritually dead people turn in humility to God, He will respond in mercy (88).”  “Israel’s confidence in God’s help rests not in the judgment He has rendered but the rescue He has offered (Hubbard 125).”  “This is a response to God, His character, and His promises.  Although Hosea does not use the term faith, the confident statements that God ‘will revive us … He will restore us (v.2)’ represent a reliance and confidence that demonstrate trust in God.  Such statements proclaim that deliverance is only through the gracious act of God and is not based on human abilities or worth (Smith 113-114).”

“Hosea’s contemporaries would themselves no more see the healing of Israel than Moses’ contemporaries saw the exile predicted for them as ‘you’ in Dt. 4 (Stuart 107).”

“He has wounded us, but He will bandage us”  “In their cry, they will acknowledge that it was the Lord’s hand upon them in judgment during this extended era of suffering, and they are assured that the One who bruised them with the rod will bless them with His loving hand of grace (Logsdon 48).”  “Implicit in v.1 is the language of Yahweh as a shepherd binding up his injured sheep (Ek 34:4,16), but here ironically Yahweh Himself is the lion who has wounded the flock.  Both lion and shepherd imagery in the OT are royal symbols (Emmerson 68).”  “Hosea confesses that the God who ‘has torn us to pieces’ is able to heal the people.  God can also bind up the festering wounds full of pus (5:12; Smith 110).”  “Here in is observed the twofold character of the major theme of the minor prophets – the goodness and severity of the Lord (Logsdon 48).”
“wounded us”  “The crucial requirement of admitting their guilt (v.15) has been omitted.  They have faced their woundedness but not their waywardness.  Healing is sought, eve resurrection, but no specific sin is mentioned.  This absence of repentance and failure to confess sins by name contrast sharply with Hosea’s closing song of penitence (14:1-3).  And God’s complaint (vv.4-5) seems to indicate His dismissal of the song as inadequate, whereas Israel’s final song is followed by Yahweh’s promise of love and healing and then by His own love song (14:4-7; Hubbard 125).”

“He will bandage us”  “These acts [‘heal,’ bandage’] affirm Hosea’s belief in God’s power and dependability to respond to their repentance.  This hope is based on His earlier promises to restore those who turn from their evil ways and repent (2:16-23; 3:4-5; Dt 4:25-31; 32:39; Smith 111).”  “They [are] confident of His restoration because of His character, His faithfulness to His promises (5:15), and His power (Constable 29).”  “Hosea also hopes to persuade the people to repent before they die from God’s judgment (Smith 111).”
2. He will revive us after two days; He will raise us up on the third day, that we may live before Him.
“He will revive us”  This is “merely a special application of the general declaration, ‘I kill, and make alive’ (Dt 32:39), to the particular case in hand (Keil 95).”  “The wounding is unto death (v.2; Hubbard 125).”  “Only recognition of death itself will do justice to the passage (Andersen 419).”  “The verbs ‘revive us’ and ‘raise us up’ are frequent expressions for resuscitation and resurrection (Hubbard 125).”  “The nation is depicted in this context as being ill not dead (McComiskey 88).”  “The people will confidently anticipate His forthcoming restoration of their national vitality (Chisholm 1393).”

“after two days”  “By the definition ‘after two days,’ and ‘on the third day,’ the speedy and certain revival of Israel is set before them.  Two and three days are very short periods of time; and the linking together of two numbers following one upon the other, expresses the certainty of what is to take place with this space of time, just as in the so-called numerical sayings … the last and greater number expresses the highest or utmost that is generally met with (Keil 95).”  “The people are confident that God’s answer to their prayer will be swift – that He has torn and injured solely to heal and bind (Polkinghorne 876).”  “Israel supposed that God’s wrath would only be temporary (Barker 1328).”  “They expected the revival to occur soon (Chisholm 1393).”  “Hosea is confident God will respond quickly to the people’s turning to God (Smith 111).”  “There is hope in these verses; perhaps after a couple of days the process of revival will begin (Craigie 46).”  “The expression of confident hope is v.1 gives place to an attitude of easy complacency is v.2.  The restoration and revival are to be speedy and without trouble; in two or three days all will be well again.  Therein is revealed the shallowness of the popular religious attitude.  There is no sense of awe before God, no sense of the loss of an intimate relationship which can only gradually be restored, no searching sense of guilt before divine law and the need for spiritual cleansing (Mauchline 624-625).”  “There is no adequate recognition here of the consequences which follow in the wake of human sin (Phillips 624).”

“The point is that when the people respond in sincerity to God, His response to them will be quick; they will have to wait only a short time for relief (McComiskey 88).”


“The poetic figure should not be taken literalistically (in 2 or 3 days, all would be well) or to mean ‘soon’ (even in a relative sense).  Its intent is more likely that after ‘a set time’ Yahweh would again visit His people in mercy; thus He would not, in effect, forget them (Stuart 108).”

“He will raise us up on the third day”  The NIV is: “on the third day He will restore us.”  “Such language anticipates the clearer accounts of national resurrection after death in exile or through persecution found in Eze 37 and Dan 12:1-2 (Hubbard 125).”  “The rising of the nation refers to their restoration to national stability (McComiskey 88).”  “The context of 6:1 suggests this is comparable to the reviving of a severely injured soldier (Smith 111).”
“If recovery from sickness not revival from death is the meaning, the time-frame seems trivial.  A three day illness, especially in antiquity, would have been no big thing (Hubbard 125).”

Here is “the only specific references in the OT to being raised up on the third day (Butterworth 772).”  “The language of v.2 is often thought to reflect the mythology of a dying and rising god.  It may, however, refer simply to the prospect of imminent healing as in the story of Hezekiah’s healing where remarkably similar expressions occur (2Kg 20:5,7; Emmerson 680).”  “Clearly this is not primarily a prophecy of an individual, the Messiah, but a metaphor of the coming to health of the nation (Butterworth 772).”  “The words hold out nothing more than the quickening of Israel out of its death-like state of rejection from the face of God, and that in a very short period after its conversion to the Lord (Keil 96).”  “It expresses … the hope that could be born in the heart of the penitent, if he truly turned back to God (Craigie 46).”  “Hosea reflects the adaptation of individual physical death and resurrection to the experience of the nation, and thus is figurative (Andersen 420).”  “Nevertheless, there is a real similarity between the two situations: God works a totally impossible healing.  What was done metaphorically for the nation of Israel, God’s son (cf.11:1), was done literally for Jesus Christ, God’s Son (Butterworth 772).”  “Paul writes to the Church in Corinth ‘that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures’ (1Co 15:4), alluding no doubt to Hosea’s words.  It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ which imparts new meaning to the ancient message, transforming its tone of despair to one of hope for all human beings (Craigie 47).”

“that we may live before Him”  Hosea’s desire is not just to see the nation revived (or resurrected) from its stricken state in the distant future, but to see the people ‘live in His presence’ now (Smith 111).”  God “will bind up their wounds, restore them, and let them live in His favored presence (Smith 113).”  God will “restore them to life and usefulness.  He would do this so they might enjoy His fellowship and serve Him (Constable 29).”  “To be restored to the Lord’s presence could therefore readily be likened to a renewal of life (Mauchline 625).”  “Their repentance will lead to their living before God (McComiskey 88).”  “The consequence of the longed-for national resurrection is a life lived in Yahweh’s presence, where joy is available to the people (Ps 16:11) and praise to Yahweh is their constant response (Ps 6:5; 30:9; 88:10-12).  “Israel’s hope is based on covenant promise.  Hosea knows that Yahweh will never utterly reject His people.  He may heal and bandage a people quite distant in time, only a ‘remnant’ of the present nation, but such a return will surely take place (Stuart 108).”

“The basic promise of the verse is that Israel can definitely expect Yahweh to renew His people.  But this is not a promise without conditions.  Rather, it will require ‘living in His presence’ and ‘knowing Him.’  These two conditions are one and the same.  Israel must and will again become the special possession of Yahweh, fully loyal to Him and under His authority when the healing and bandaging occur (Stuart 108).”

“live”  “Life is the viability of the relationship of the nation to the promised inheritance.  Its antithesis, death, represents the cessation of a vital relationship with God and the promises made to Abraham and his descendants (McComiskey 88).”

3. So let us know, let us press on to know the Lord.  His going forth is as certain as the dawn; and He will come to us like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.
“know”  “There is a marked difference between knowing about God and knowing God.  It is comparable to the difference between reading about love and falling in love (Phillips 626).”  “The knowledge of Jehovah … is a practical knowledge, consisting in the fulfillment of the divine commandments, and in growth in the love of God with all the heart.  This knowledge produces fruit (Keil 96).”  The “invitation, to ‘know,’ is followed by an expression of the reliability of Yahweh, certifying that He is indeed knowable.  To know Yahweh means to accept His covenant lordship (Stuart 108).”  “True knowledge of God provides the basis for faith and obedience (Wood 193).”  “We have observed that knowing God entails a knowledge of His ways, His purposes, His loving requirements, and His promises (McComiskey 89).”

“The people express a heartfelt desire for a personal relationship with God.  This is a daring metaphor, for ‘to know’ one’s wife would normally indicate sexual intercourse.  Nevertheless, Hosea and other biblical writers do not shrink from using marriage as a picture of this close and exclusive relationship (Butterworth 772).”

“So let us press on to know the Lord” “It will take a mighty miracle of human confession and divine grace before God will revive this people and ‘restore’ them, but it is possible.  The people will have to ‘acknowledge the Lord,’ a reversal of the present state of having no acknowledgment of God in the land (4:1,6; 5:4; Smith 111).”  “The choice of revival is not pictured as a single decision but as a pressing on to know God through an intimate covenant relationship (Smith 114).”  “If they are to know (experientially) this prophesied blessing and joy, it is a matter, first and always, of following the Lord (Logsdon 48).”  “They will have to commit themselves to knowing their God in a personal covenant relationship.  If they do this, God will respond to them (Smith 111).”  The hope of restoration (v.2) “would motivate this revived generation of Israelites to encourage themselves to pursue intensely knowing (acknowledging) Yahweh as the true God and as their God (4:1,6; 5:4; Constable 29).”
“press on”  Literally this means to “’pursue or chase,’ which suggests the intensity of Israel’s newfound devotion (Chishoom 1393).”  “The people are to make the knowledge of God the object of their pursuit (McComiskey 89).”  “In the long last only as our knowledge becomes flesh, through following on, walking in the way, obeying the commands, living the life, only so does it work its perfect work in us (Phillips 626).”  “In 2:9 the woman vainly pursued her lovers; here Yahweh is the object of pursuit (Andersen 422).”  “The song calls for a pursuit of the knowledge of God to make up for what has been so desperately lacking and to displace both the passionate pursuit of the Baals and the frustrating chase after political stability.  The pursuers are confident that their quest will be successful, because they count – in reversal of God’s withdrawal in 5:15 – on divine intervention (Hubbard 126).”  The “knowledge of God comes to men gradually, and it must be persistently pursued and zealously sought (Mauchline 626).”

“His going forth is as certain as the dawn”  “Hosea motivates any doubters with the promise of the reliability of God (Smith 111).”  “What the Lord has prepared for them is just as sure as the rising of tomorrow morning’s sun (Logsdon 48-49).”  “Like the rising of the sun and the regularity of the seasons, so surely will Yahweh respond to His people should they return to Him (McComiskey 89).”  “His return to bless them would be as certain and as life-giving as the sunrise (Constable 29).”  “The people should have recognized this fact, for the early history of Israel demonstrated Yahweh’s loving response to an obedient people (McComiskey 89).”  The “covenant affirmed the certainty of Yahweh’s willingness to enter the arena of time and history to work on behalf of His people (McComiskey 89).”  “Their implication is that as Yahweh has in the past, He will continue in the future to make Himself available to be known (Stuart 109).”  The people are sure God “will respond to their persistence in seeking Him (Wood 193-194).”  “The Lord will surely respond favorably to such loyalty.  His emergence from His hiding place (cf 5:6,15) will be as certain as the sunrise (Chisholm 1393).”  God’s “going forth will end the withdrawal from Israel described in 5:15 – and thus by implication will follow Israel’s recognizing Yahweh.  “The song praises [God’s] consistency and dependability, but when and how He would eventually heal and bandage are not specified (Stuart 107).
“He will come to us”  “This hope … contrasts God’s withdrawal from the nation (5:6,15; Smith 111).”  God “may withdraw for a while until people see the folly of their ways, but that withdrawal does not prevent people from seeking a new relationship with Him (Smith 113).”
“dawn”  “The dawn is mentioned instead of the sun, as the herald of the dawning day of salvation (Keil 96).”

“the rain”  “He would bring refreshment and fertility back to the nation (Dt 11:13-15).”  “God is a reliable as the sun, and brings blessing like the seasonal rains on which Israel depended for her very life.  In Palestine most rain occurs between early December and early March.  The winter rains come at the beginning of this period in the autumn, softening the ground for sowing.  The spring rains (sometimes called ‘latter rains’) are showers from March to May which strengthen the crops (Butterworth 772).”  “The fertility of the country is wholly dependent upon the rainfall.  Rain there is the condition of life and fruitfulness; so will the Lord be to His returning people (Mauchline 626).”  “The latter comparison was especially well chosen since the regularity of these rains was a sign of the Lord’s favor (cf. Dt. 11:13-15; Chisholm 1393).”  “The summer is almost completely dry, and rain is eagerly sought and appreciated as a great blessing (Butterworth 772).”  “Israel believed that, as surely as seasonal rains fell, reviving the earth, God’s favor would return and restore her (Barker 1328).”  God “will pour out His blessings on His people, as the winter and spring rains water the earth and assure agricultural prosperity (Chisholm 1393).”  “Knowing Yahweh in a restored covenant relationship will refresh and renew Israel as rain refreshes dry land (Stuart 109).”
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