Isaiah 42

5. Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it,

“Who created”  “Creation constantly forms the general matrix of the prophet’s literary form and thought (Muilenberg 467).”  “The Creator of all cannot forget the ‘all’ He has created (Sawyer 261).”  “As Genesis sets redemption in a context of creation, so the picture of God as Creator and Lord of all the universe and of human life given in Isa 40 is summarily expressed here.  His relationship to the universe is suggestive of almighty power (Grogen 255).”  “This prophet is vividly aware of the living God, and constantly confesses who He is, what He has done, and what He is doing (Muilenburg 467).  The “heavens and earth are maintained in place by His constant activity (Muilenburg 261).”

“the heavens”  God’s transcendence (Muilenburg 467).

“spread out”  This verb means “to beat out to a thin surface” (Muilenburg 466).”

“the earth”  “The saving mercies He revealed to Israel are for His whole world (Sawyer 261).”

“Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it”  Here are “the two most important elements in creation; the breath of life and the human spirit (Sawyer 65-66).”

“gives”  “The verbs, ‘created, stretched, spread and gives’ are in Hebrew all participles expressing the unchanging relationship between the Lord and His world.  He, who in the beginning created, continues in creative care and dominance (Sawyer 261).”  Life “is not held in perpetuity but is enjoyed by the faithfulness of His continued giving (Sawyer 271).”

“breath”  God’s immanence (Muilenburg 467).  “God not only breathed into the nostrils of the first man and made him a living soul; His breath gives life to all mankind (Muilenburg 468).”  “All life comes from Him (Sawyer 671).”

“spirit”  “Ruach is applied not only to the human spirit, but to the spirit of the beast as well (Delitzsch 178).”  God “is the lofty one vastly above us, but His spirit is in us.  Were that not so, He could not enter communion with us (Muilenburg 468).”  “
“people”  “The covenant Lord is also the God of the nations (Muilenburg 467).”

6. I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations,

“the Lord”  “The same Lord rules in history and grace (Sawyer 271).”

“I have called you in righteousness”  “Both the conqueror (Cyrus; 41:2) and the Servant are called in pursuance of the Lord’s righteous purposes (Sawyer 271).”  “The righteousness is not Israel’s moral character, but God’s dependable purpose (Muilenburg 469).”  “The righteousness of God is the stringency with which He acts, in accordance with the will of His holiness.  This holiness is, so far as the human race is concerned, and apart from the counsels of salvation, a will or wrath; but from the standpoint of these counsels it is a will of love, which is only changed into a will of wrath towards those who despise the grace thus offered to them (Delitzsch 178).”  “To be called in righteousness, meant to be responsible to do God’s righteous will (Martin 1095).”  “Righteousness refers to the purpose of God, ‘a steadfast and consistent purpose’ (Muilenburg 468).”

“I have called you”  The servant “has not only an exalted vocation, answering to the infinite exaltation of Him from whom he has received his call; but by virtue of the infinite might of the caller, he may be well assured that he will never be wanting in power to execute his calling (Delitzsch 177).”  “The Lord does not call and then leave the Servant to His own devices (Sawyer 271).”  “Speaking to His Servant, God assured Him that He had been called to perform the will of God (Martin 1095).”  “Those who are chosen to be God’s servants are ‘called’ men, and they are best understood through their calls (Muilenburg 468).”

“You”  This word seems to have a three-fold meaning: Cyrus, Israel, the Messiah.”  Cyrus was the founder of the Persian Empire.  Cyrus is proclaimed as Yahweh’s appointed deliver “though [he] did not know Him” (Isa 45:1-4).  Cyrus ordered the rebuilding of the temple and the reinstitution of sacrifices there, as well as freeing the Hebrew exiles (Mill 190-191).  “Cyrus is addressed directly.  ‘Called,’ strengthened,’ ‘kept,’ and ‘appointed’ are all things that come to him as Yahweh’s servant.  Yahweh is his patron for positive goals (in salvation).  The role he is to play has two sides.  As ‘covenant (for) ‘people and ‘light (for) nations, the emperor is responsible for government, justice, and order for the peoples under His rule.  In opening blind eyes and releasing prisoners, his role relates to Yahweh’s people.  Israel is to be released and restored, her temple-city rebuilt (Watts 119).” “The oracle opens with an address to the servant Israel (Muilenburg 468).”

“I will”  God’s almighty “power is now channeled for the support of His servant in the doing of His will (Grogen 255).”  “Included in the calling are a divine commitment to accompany, to keep safe and to achieve His objectives (Sawyer 271).”

“hold you by the hand”  “Because the Lord would take hold of the Servant’s hand the Messiah would have the power to carry out God’s will (Martin 1095).”

God holds our hand to strengthen us and keep us from stumbling (Barker 1074).

“and watch over you”  The RSV translation is “kept”.  “Nasar” is to preserve, safeguard; but the form here could derive from yasar, to shape, fashion (Sawyer 271).”  “God assures [His servant] of divine support in the execution of His mission (Grogen 255).”

“appoint”  “Whom the Lord calls He ‘shapes’ for the appointed task (Sawyer 261).”

“covenant”  “The ‘covenant’ is God’s free decision and promise to take and keep a people for His own possession.  It was Israel’s unique privilege – to be drawn to the Lord in deliverance and redemption, to know and obey Him as redeemer (Sawyer 261).”  Covenant “means an act of divine compassion: what God promised to Abraham and David is to be extended to the rest of the world (Sawyer 66).”  Covenant “is the gift of divine grace but also the basis of Israel’s mission.  God’s gracious purpose for the nations is embodied in Israel (Muilenburg 469).”  “Israel was to be in her national life an incarnation of God’s covenant (Muilenburg 469).”  The “reference to a covenant of the people, makes us aware of the fact that the servant cannot be simply identified with Israel.  He at least represents a group within it, perhaps the faithful remnant (4:2), if not an individual.  Thus the reader is being gradually educated as to the identity of the true servant of God.  The phrase ‘covenant of the people’ implies a structured relationship between God and those already possessing His revelation (Grogen 255).”  “Redemption, creation, and history as it is interpreted in the covenant life of the servant Israel, meet in this poem (Muilenburg 470).”

“The servant is the covenant – not just through Him (Sawyer 261).”  “The Messiah will fulfill the Davidic covenant as king (9:7) and will institute the new covenant by His death (Jer 31:31-34; Heb 8:6-13; 9:15; Barker 1076).”  “The ministry of the Servant would be to fulfill the covenant promises to the people of Israel (Ryrie 1074).”  “As the Father has given us Christ, so has He also given us all of the covenantal blessings that attend the work of the mediator (Lindsell 1043).” Only the head of the Church “could be described as God’s covenant, uniting the Lord and His people (49:8) in His own person (Mt 26:28; Kidner 657).”

“people”  This probably is the Israelites (Barker 1088).”  “Though the servant may not simply be Israel, He is very closely associated with that people (Grogan 256).”  “It is best to approach … the word people which has just been used in the introductory verse as applying to all mankind (Muilenburg 468).”  “Universality is not, therefore, a violation or adjustment of the covenant; it is its fulfillment (Sawyer 262).”

“light to the nations”  This phrase “suggests a widening of the scope of … revelation (Grogen 255).”  “Such attainment was not within ‘Israel’s grasp, but was within God’s grace (Muilenburg 469).”  “The ministry of the Servant would be to bring light to the nations (Ryrie 1074).”  This was “one of the earliest designations of Jesus (Lk 2:32) and one of the formative titles of His Church (Ac 13:47; Kidner 657).”  “Christ is the light of the world (Jn 8:12) and Christians reflect His light (Mt 5:14).”

“light”  This word is parallel to salvation in 49:6 (Barker 1076).”

7. To open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.

“To open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners”  “Israel’s ministry of enlightenment to blind nations and liberation to the bound is all God’s gracious doing through her (Muilenburg 469).”  “Spiritual and physical healing are also linked together in Christ’s ministry (Barker 1065).”  “Spiritually unredeemed Israel and the Gentiles are blind, and they are captives in darkness (Martin 1095).”

“open blind eyes”  

“bring out prisoners”  To bring prisoners out “from the prison of Babylon and also from spiritual and moral bondage (Barker 1076).”  “The release of captives from prison is not to be taken as referring to liberation from bondage (Muilenburg 469).”  “Though Cyrus would be the servant to release Jewish captives from exile, the Messiah gives spiritual release (Jn 8:32), sight (Jn 9:39-41), and light (Jn 8:12) to those who trust Him (Martin 1095).”

8. I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.

“I am the Lord”  Isa 40-48 “are particularly emphatic as to the sole deity of the Lord (Grogan 256).”  “The interpretation of Sheldon Blank that the words, ‘I am Yahweh’ in 2nd Isaiah mean ‘I am God,’ the one and true and only god, receives strong support here (Muilenburg 469).”

“My name”  “Name and person are one; name signifies identity.  Israel knows the name of her God; therefore she stands in unique and concrete relationship with Him (Muilenburg 469).”  “’My name” is the Lord’s distinct personal identity, differentiating Him from ‘idols’ (Sawyer 262).”  “It is Yahweh’s revelation to all the world that He alone it God (Muilenburg 469).”

“I will not give My glory to another”  “Even though they ape Him, it is a coincidence: He is not there.  Furthermore, He is their foe and will not ultimately tolerate their continuance (Sawyer 262).”  “His name must not be profaned or His glory shared by other gods.  His glory is His alone.  His glory and His praise are the ultimate categories of revelation and response (Muilenburg 469-470).”  “Yahweh’s jealousy for His true glory will chiefly express itself in spreading His light world-wide (Kidner 657).”  “The Servant’s work does not detract from His unique glory but rather ministers to it (Grogan 256).”

“glory”  “Glory is the credit due to God for these events (Watts 119).”  God’s “’glory,’ His own glorious nature, is not for sharing (Sawyer 262).”  “God would redeem Israel from Babylon, and all the nations would see the deliverance.  “God acts in the servant’s work for His own glory (Grogan 256).”  Ultimately the glory of the redeeming God would be seen in Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14), especially at His return (Mt 16:27) – but also in the redeemed (2Co 3:18; Barker 1071).”  “The worldwide glory of God is linked with His miraculous signs (Ps 72:18-19; Barker 1025).”

“nor My praise to graven images”  “How absurd to mention idols in the same breath with Him and suppose that they too share His reign (Muilenburg 470).”  “Praise is due to Him and to no other, surely not to the idols (Muilenburg 470).”


“We can imagine the Servant, faced with the task of bringing divine revelation to the Gentile world.  It is a world full of gods who, however unreal they are, nevertheless exercise unimaginable power over human minds and hearts (Sawyer 262).”

“The Lord, Israel’s covenant keeping God, had given the prophecy recorded in vv. 6-7 and He will not let idols take credit for it (Martin 1096).”  “With the information the nations received in 41:1-20, they [were] challenged to use their idols to recall past events and predict the future (Martin 1095).”  “But their inability to tell the future shows that their gods are ineffective and worthless (Martin 1095).”  “Isaiah was affirming that God, unlike idols, can tell the future.  And this divine ability adds to His glory (Martin 1096).”  “What an assurance, then, that in reality there is only one God, jealous for His name and glory, a God as much in control of the future as He is of the past, therefore the Guarantor of the fulfilment of His Word (Sawyer 262).”

9. Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you.

“former things”  “We grant that many factors influence the course of history; the point for us to stress is that all of them are under God’s direction, and He is the sovereign whom we must ever keep in mind (Muilenburg 470).”  This refers to “earlier predictions or accomplishments (Barker 1075).”  “The ‘former things’ could refer to earlier prophecies given through Isaiah and already fulfilled, or the phrase could relate to the entire Israelite prophetic movement and its already fulfilled predictions (Grogan 256).”  The full meaning of the “former things’ “is disclosed in the light of the ‘new things.’  What was hidden in them is now revealed (Muilenburg 470).”

“now I declare”  “He, and He alone, is true God, controlling history and knowing the meaning of its events (Muilenburg 470).”

“new things”  “God is about to perform new events in the earth, and He is proclaiming them before they have happened, before even the first faint shoots have shown themselves.  He is Lord of time, of past events and future events.  History and eschatology are not to be taken as antithetical to each other (Muilenburg 470).”  This refers to “the restoration of Israel (Barker 1076).”  “The point is that the God who has already proved His word true is able to make known new things (Grogan 256).”  “In view of all that God had already done for Israel, these new things of which He had been speaking would certainly happen.  No other god can foretell such things (Martin 1096).”
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