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A little history pertaining to Moab.  The Bible paints the origin of the Moabites in dark colors.  In Gen. 19, after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and after the death of Lot’s wife, he goes to the high country and settles in a cave.  Lot’s daughters, fearing that they will never marry, get him drunk and have intercourse with him.  The products of this act are two boys named Ammon and Moab.  They both settled and lived east of the Dead Sea.  The land of Moab comprised the rich elevated plateau between the wadis Arnon and Zered.  When the Israelites wished to cross Moabite territory into the Promised Land, the King of the Moab summoned Balaam to curse them, which left bitterness that endured for centuries after.  Later on, the tribe of Reuben was assigned its portion with the Moabites to the south of them, and Gad was assigned a portion of Ammon to the east of them.  Relations between Israel and Moab at times were peaceful.  Remember, Naomi’s family lived there during a time of famine in Judah, and then went back with her daughter-in-law, Ruth a Moabite, was an ancestress of David and thus the blood of Moab flowed through the veins of Jesus.  However, Moab was likely a more bitter enemy than is normally thought.  Moab provided mercenaries to quell Judah at least once.

Except for Babylon, Moab receives more attention from Jeremiah than any other nation, including Egypt.  Pride was the rood of her troubles.  Moab trusted in her works and in her wealth, which were not protection against her foes.  She was renowned for her vineyards and she produced good wine.  She also trusted in her god, Chemosh, a god of astral deity.  King Solomon built a shrine for him.  However, a god that could not save himself was in no position to help others.  He was carried off along with other idols.  Moab never suffered exile like Judah.

A few other thoughts:  The Moabite Stone was discovered in 1868 and gives us just a little information about this place.  The Babylonians completely destroyed the country in 582BC.  They took both Moab and Ammon.  Judgment on Moab would be so thorough that not a single town would escape the “destroyer”.  The command to “put salt on Moab” refers to a practice of scattering salt on the ruins of a defeated city as a curse that nothing would ever live or grow in that place again.  Wine that is left too long undisturbed becomes syrupy and unfit to drink.  Bethel was also the name of a god worshipped in Syria.  The warning is the same where Bethel in understood as a place of bull worship or as a god, Bethel would fail them.  The mention of a number of Moabite towns reveals the extensiveness of the destruction that was going to overtake the nation.  Moab’s horn would be cut off and its arm broken.  The “horn” and “arm” were both symbols of strength and authority in the O.T.

