Jonah

3.  

10. “When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them.  And He did not do it.”

4. 
1. “But it greatly displeased Jonah and he became angry.

“But it greatly displeased Jonah”  Jonah surprisingly returned to the attitude of chapter 1 and rejected God’s compassion on Ninevah (Smith 96).”  “Jonah’s hatred for his enemies was so great that he even resented the very nature of God (Stuart 821).”  “By objecting to the character and actions of God, Jonah as effectively put himself out of fellowship with God as the evil and ignorant heathen (Ellison 385).”  “Jonah blatantly rejected and repudiated the goodness of God to the Ninevites.  In that attitude he symbolized the nation Israel (Hannah 1470).”  Note “the contrast between God’s compassion (3:10) and Jonah’s displeasure, and between God’s turning from His anger (3:9-10) and Jonah’s turning to anger (Hannah 1470).”  “Jonah’s fickle attitude toward God’s dealings with him are remarkably abrupt and variegated (Hannah 1470).”


“The book ends with a part of the story that is specially chosen to illustrate the deficiency of Jonah’s attitude (Stuart 821).”  “The wrongness of Jonah’s attitude, and by implication the wrongness of any similar attitude, is indeed the most important lesson of the book (Stuart 821).”

“angry”  The word literally is “hot” (Ryrie 1379).  “the character of Jonah here again stands in direct contrast to the general expectation concerning a prophet (Smart 891).”  “Jonah was perhaps the only evangelist who was ever angry that his preaching brought his listeners to repentance (Lindsell 136).”  “At the point where a prophet might be expected to rejoice, Jonah is consumed by disappointment and anger.  The sight of thousands of Assyrians repenting and turning to God enrages him (Smart 891).”  “Rabbinic literature contains the idea … that on the basis of Dt 18:21-22 he would be regarded as a false prophet (Ellison 385).”  “Jonah’s anger at God for sparing Nineveh stemmed from his unbalanced patriotic fervor (Hannah 1470).”  “To Jonah, God’s mercy to the Ninevites meant an end to Israel’s favored standing with Him (Barker 1368).”  “Jonah was angry that God would have compassion on an enemy of Israel.  He wanted God’s goodness to be shown only to Israelites, not to Gentiles (Barker 1368).”  “As a loyal Israelite, Jonah preferred to have Ninevah destroyed (Lindsell 1346).”
2. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘Please Lord, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country?  Therefore in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.

“He prayed to the Lord”  “Jonah conducts himself as though he were a faithful believer, not a rebel against God.  This is true to life in every age, for the most thorough-going rejection of god’s will often takes place in persons who observe the forms of piety and in their own minds count themselves believers (Smart 891).”  Jonah even protested about God’s actions in prayer (Stuart 821)!

“was not this what I said” Jonah “said, in effect, ‘this is just what I was afraid would happen because it is just like you, Lord, to do this sort of thing’ (Stuart 821).”

“in order to forestall this I fled”  Jonah “tried to run away because he was afraid his message might save the Ninevites and keep God from destroying the kingdom (Lindsell 1346).”  “God was concerned about the city but Jonah was not (Hannah 1471).”  “Jonah’s self-interests were a reminder to Israel of her lack of concern for the ways and mercies of God (Hannah 1470).”  “Jonah probably knew from Amos and Hosea that Assyria would be Israel’s destroyer (Hanah 1470).”

“for I knew”  “Jonah knew God is willing to forgive but he did not want his enemies to know it (Hannah 1470).”  “Although Jonah had a head knowledge of how God acted, the integration of this truth into concrete experience was extremely difficult.  It was impossible to understand how justice, compassion, and freedom of God interacted (Smith 96).”  “What is clear is that Jonah was finding fault with God as He really is, not as he imagined Him to be (Ellison 385).  This “explains why those who pride themselves on their loyalty to Scripture hold doctrines that stand in plain contradiction to the revealed character of God (Ellison 385).”

“You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness”  This is “a central expression of God’s character in the OT (Ellison 385).”  While these are the same words the Lord used when He gave the new stone tablets to Moses (Ex 34:6), in the Exodus account God includes the words; “Yet He does not leave the guilty unpunished (Ex 34:7).”  “The prophet feared that all these attributes of God would be extended toward the despicable, cruel Ninevites – and it happened (Hannah 1470)!”

“gracious”  This word is “linked with hen (‘grace’) and expresses God’s attitude toward those who have no claim on Him, since they are outside any and every covenant relationship (Ellison 385).”

“compassionate”  “Though the Hebrew term translated’ compassionate’ may have come from another root, in practice it came to be linked with rehem (‘the womb’) and expressed the understanding and loving compassion of the mother to her child.  Though no sexual connotation is involved, we have here [with the word gracious] the male and female aspects of understanding, compassion, and favor united in the one God (Ellsion 385).”

“slow to anger”  In contrast to God being slow to anger, “Jonah became angry quickly (Barker 1368).”

“one who relents concerning calamity”  1Ki 21:27-29 and 2Ki 20:1-6 show that it was recognized universally that a pronouncement of divine punishment might be averted by suitable penitence (Ellison 385).”  “The fact is that, with minor but most important exceptions, prophecy is conditional (Ellison 385).”  Jonah “knew that God would spare the Ninevites if they repented, and He did not want these enemies of Israel to be spared (Ryrie 1379).”  “Jonah realized that God’s compassion and freedom to respond to human action caused Him to act in mercy.  This divine act was consistent with Israel’s traditions (Smith 96).”  Jonah “wanted to be delivered from calamity (2:2,7), but he did not want the Ninevites to be kept from disaster (Hannah 1470).”  “Jonah, an object of God’s compassion, had no compassion for Nineveh’s people (Hannah 1470).”

3. Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life.’

“Therefore”

“please take my life from me”  “Jonah preferred to die rather than see his promise of judgment fail to be executed (Lindsell 1346).”  “Jonah’s anguish over what God did led him to request that he might die (Hannah 1471).”  Jonah’s “despondent request to die was the despondent plea of one who has seen things important to him go in just the opposite direction from what he had hoped (Stuart 821).”  “Jonah’s request to die contradicted his prayer for deliverance in the fish and is almost incomprehensible (Smith 96).”

“for death is better to me than life”  “Jonah shortly before had rejoiced in his deliverance from death, but now that Nineveh lives, he prefers to die (Barker 1368).”  “Because God relented of His wrath and did not destroy the city, Jonah was so emotionally disappointed that he lost all reason for living (Hannah 1471).”  “He had lost his purpose for living, which was so wrapped up in the expectation of the defeat of his nation’s enemies (Stuart 821).”  “He was virtually saying to God, “I have devoted my life to your service as your servant, as your prophet.  But what I have experienced of you just does not make sense of the world order in which I find myself.  Why should I go on living, for to leave your service would make my life purposeless (Ellison 386).”  “Jonah preferred death to being reconciled to the gracious will of God (Ryrie 1379).”

4. The Lord said, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry?’

“Do you have good reason”  “This question implied a negative response: Jonah had no right to be angry (Hannah 1471).”  God was suggesting to Jonah “that he might not be correct in his estimate of the position (Ellison 386).”  “Jonah did not understand that God’s love goes far beyond national distinctions (Lindsell 1346).”  “God, hesitant to be angry with even His prophet, sought to reason with [Jonah] (Hannah 1471).”  “God patiently reasoned with Jonah to correct him and to humble him (Lindsell 1347).”  Jonah’s “problem was with God and His freedom to grant compassion for reasons beyond human reason (Smith 96).”


“God’s question in reply, … was posed for the benefit of the reader as well.  Can we, or any among us, ever resent God’s compassion on anyone, including our enemies (Stuart 821).”

“to be angry”  “God asked the sulking messenger whether his anger was justified (Hannah 1471).”

5. Then Jonah went out from the city and sat east of it.  There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the shade until he could see what would happen in the city.

“Jonah went out from the city”  “Jonah was so distraught that he did not reply to God.  Instead he left the city (Hannah 1471).”  “Jonah was so angry that he left the city to sulk, while he waited for a destruction that never took place (Lindsell 1346).”

“and sat east of it”  

“a shelter” “Because Mesopotamia is largely treeless, he would have made his shelter of stone, without a roof (Stuart 821).”  “Apparently this shelter did not provide enough shade since the next verse indicates that God provided a vine to give more shade (Barker 1368).”

“until he could see what would happen in the city”  “Apparently [Jonah] had a clear view of the city (Hannah 1471).”  “Though Jonah knew that God is slow to anger he still wanted the Lord to execute His wrath swiftly (Hannah 1471).”  “He probably hoped to see a great show of fire and brimstone (Stuart 821).”  “Unable to imagine God not carrying out His justice on people who deserved it, Jonah was determined to wait till Nineveh was in fact judged (Hannah 1471).”  “Obviously he had forgotten that he, who also deserved death for disobedience, was delivered by God (Hannah 1471).”  “As the prophet sat somewhere east of the city of Ninevah in a hot and arid area, the 40 days expired (Smith 96).”

6. So the Lord God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver him from his discomfort.  And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.

“So the Lord God appointed a plant”  “Again, God used His control of nature to affect Jonah (Stuart 821).”  “To bring some sense of order to Jonah’s understanding of the divine operation of justice and compassion, God gave Jonah the joy of a shady plant (Smith 97).”  “God gave [Jonah] a visual lesson (Hannah 1471).”

“a plant”  “The God of the sea, who could provide a fish to swallow Jonah, is also the God of the land and its vegetation (Hannah 1471).”  “Probably a castor oil plant, a shrub growing over 12 feet high with large, shady leaves (Barker 1368).”  “It easily withers if it stalk is injured (Hannah 1471).”

“it grew up over Jonah”  The plant’s “swift growth was an act of God (Ryrie 1380).”

“to be shade”  “God provided a vine to give the prophet shade that his crude shelter could not provide (Hanah 1471).”  “The shade from the green plant, covering his booth with its dense foliage, protected him from the rays of the desert sun (1471).”

“to deliver him from his discomfort”  “Here is evidence that God is compassionate – even when His servants are upset and depressed (Hannah 1471).”  “God graciously increased the comfort of His stubbornly defiant prophet (Barker 1368)."  “God erected an object of His Jonah’s affection (creaturely comfort) and contrasted it with the object of His own concern (the souls of people) (Hannah 1471).”

“Jonah was extremely happy about the plant”  “Ironically [Jonah} was glad for his own comfort but not for the Ninevites’ relief from judgment (Hanah 1471).”  “Do we hate our enemies and wish – or pray – ill for them while accepting forgiveness and grace for ourselves (Stuart 821)?”  “God rebuked Jonah, not through a storm in this instance, but by exposing the selfishness of his likes and dislikes (Hannah 1471).”

7. But God appointed a worm when dawn came the next day and it attacked the plant and it withered.

“God appointed a worm”  “Strikingly in chapter 1 God intervened by a strom and a huge fish; now He intervened with a lowly worm and a sultry wind (Hannah 1471).”

“when dawn came the next day”  “The fact that the plant grew overnight shows that more-than-usual rapid growth was as much a miracle as God’s providing the fish for Jonah (Hannah 1471).”

8. When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ‘Death is better to me than life.’

“God appointed a scorching east wind”  “’A scorching east wind’ is normally called a ‘sirocco,’ which means ‘east wind’ (Ellison 387).”  “During the period of a sirocco the temperature rises steeply, sometimes even climbing during the night, and it remains high, about 16-22 degrees Fahrenheit above the average … at times every scrap of moisture seems to have been extracted from the air, so that one has the curious feeling that one’s skin has been drawn much tighter than usual (Ellison 387).”  “God taught Jonah something about His ways by causing Jonah to experience both the compassion and judgment of God (Smith 97).”

“appointed”  “One of the characteristics of the book of Jonah is its use of the verb manah.  It is used of the fish, the vine, the worm and the wind.  This is not due to lack of stylistic ability but is intended to stress the divine initiative and sovereignty.  This element is brought out in NIV by the consistent us of the verb ‘provided’ (Ellison 387).”

“the sun beat down on Jonah’s head”  “The prophet’s own shelter was not enough to protect him from the terribly hot wind from the east (Hannah 1471).”  It is clear this took place “in the hot season, when the mean daily maximum temperature in Mesopotamia is about 110 degrees Fahrenheit (Ellison 387).”  “Jonah, in effect out in the midday sun, was eventually in such misery that death would be a relief to him (Stuart 821).”

“Death is better to me than life”  “Again the prophet was so discomforted – first by Nineveh’s repentance and now by the loss of the shade from the vine – that he wanted to die (Hannah 1471).”  “In a passionate fit of anger Jonah struck out at the senselessness of life in a world run on the basis of divine behavior beyond human understanding (Smith 96).”

9. Then God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have good reason to be angry about the plant?’  And he said, ‘I have good reason to be angry, even to death.’

“Do you have good reason to be angry”  “God being slow to anger, again attempted to reason with Jonah (Hannah 1471).”

“about the plant”  “God was wanting Jonah to see the contrast between His sparing Nineveh and His destroying the vine – the contrast between Jonah’s lack of concern for the spiritual welfare of the Ninevites and his concern for his own physical welfare (Hannah 1471).”

“I have good reason to be angry”  “Jonah, in his heat prostraiton, was furious at the death of his plant (Stuart 821).”  “Jonah was happy with God’s compassion (giving the plant) and angry at His judgment (killing the plant) (Smith 97).”  “Life for Jonah is a series of disconcerting surprises and frustrations.  He tries to escape from God and is trapped.  He then gives up, accepts the inevitability of perishing, and is saved.  He obeys when given a second chance, and is frustratingly, embarrassingly successful (Hannah 1472).”

“even to death”  

10. Then the Lord said, ‘You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight.

“you had compassion on the plant”  “Jonah’s affections were distorted; he cared more for a vine than for human lives.  He cared more for his personal comfort than for the spiritual destiny of thousands of people.  What a picture of Israel in Jonah’s day (Hannah 1472).”  “God’s perspective was the exact opposite: His concern for the city was far greater that the concern for a mere plant (Lindsell 1347).”


“Donald E. Baker paraphrases the Lord’s response this way: ‘Let’s analyze this anger of yours, Jonah … It represents your concern over your beloved plant – but what did it really mean to you?  Your attachment to it couldn’t be very deep, for it was here one day and gone the next.  Your concern was dictated by self-interest, not by genuine love.  You never had the devotion of a gardener.  If you feel as bad as you do, what would you expect a gardener to feel like, who tended a plant and watched it grow only to see it wither and die?  This is how I feel about Nineveh, only much more so.  All those people, all those animals – I made them; I have cherished them all these years.  Nineveh has cost Me no end of effort, and it means the world to Me.  Your pain is nothing compared to Mine when I contemplate their destruction (Hannah 1472).”

“for which you did not work”  “God used the plant as an object lesson to teach Jonah this important truth: if Jonah was justified in being so upset about the loss of a plant to whose existence he had contributed nothing, was not God justified in showing love and concern for the people of Nineveh, whom He had created (Ryrie 1380).”  Jonah’s recovery from the fish’s belly did not teach him as much as he should have learned, not the least of which is that God’s ways are not our ways and His thought are no our thoughts (Isa 55:8-9; Lindsell 1347).

“which you did not cause to grow”  “God wanted Jonah to see that he had not right to be angry over Nineveh or the vine because Jonah did not give life to or sustain either of them.  Nor was he sovereign over them.  He had no control over the plant’s growth or withering (Hannah 1472).”  “Whereas Jonah had no part in making the plant grow, God had created the Ninevites (Hannah 1472).”

“which came up overnight and perished overnight”  This phrase indicates “fleeting value (Barker 1369).”  “The plant was quite temporal and was of relatively little value.  Yet Jonah grieved over it (Hannah 1472).”

11. Should I not have compassion on Ninevah, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals?’

“Should I not have compassion”  “Whereas Jonah thought God was absurd in sparing the Assyrians, God exposed Jonah as the one whose thinking was absurd (Hannah 1472).”  “Simply put, Jonah was for compassion (to the insignificant plant) and so was God (to the 120,000 people in Ninevah) (Smith 97).”  “The commission [God] gave Jonah displayed His mercy and compassion to the Ninevites, and His last word to Jonah emphatically proclaimed that concern for every creature, both man and animal.  Not only does the ‘Lord … preserve both man and beast (Ps 36:6; 145:15)’, but He takes ‘no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but [desires] rather that they turn from their ways and live (Eze 18:23; 33:11).’  Jonah and his countrymen traditionally rejoiced in God’s special mercies to Israel but wished only His wrath on their enemies.  God here rebukes such hardness and proclaims His own gracious benevolence (Barker 1369).”  God “wants His own people to obey Him, to be rid of religious sham, and to place no limits on His universal love and grace (Hannah 1473).”

“in which there are more than 120,000 persons”  “The population must have been around 600,000 if there were 120,000 children (Ryrie 1380).”

“who do not know the difference between their right and left hand”  This “may refer to young children, … but other commentators suggest that the 120,000 were adults, who were as undisciplined or undiscerning as children, thus picturing their spiritual and moral condition without God (Hanah 1472).”  “Like small children, the Ninevites needed God’s fatherly compassion (Barker 1369).”

“as well as many animals”  “A final touch of irony, as if to say, ‘Jonah, even if you approve of the destruction of hundreds of thousands of people, think of the waste of livestock that would be involved’ (Ryrie 1380).”  “God’s concern extended even to domestic animals (Barker 1369).”  “Since all cultures value animals above plants and people above animals, God’s point to Jonah is clear (Stuart 821).”  “We do not find in Scripture the sentimentalism about animals found in many classes of society today.  Yet the biblical position on animals is much sounder than that normally met among modern man, who assumes that his control of the animal world reflects his intrinsic superiority.  God has subjected the animal creation to man because man, having been made in the image and likeness of God, is God’s representative (Ellsion 389).”

“?”  “The question [at the end of] Jonah leaves the reader with a sense of uneasiness, for the curtain seems to drop abruptly.  No response from Jonah is recorded.  How is this silence to be understood?  Most likely Jonah could not have written the book unless he had learned the point God was seeking to bring home to him.  Apparently Jonah perceived his error and then wrote this historical-biographical narrative to urge Israel to flee from her disobedience and spiritual callousness (Hannah 1472).”
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