

Proverbs 25


Proverbs 25:14

“Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely.”

“Like clouds and wind without rain”  “The illustration here is clouds and wind that lead one to expect rain but do not produce it – they gain attention but prove to be disappointing and hence deceitful (Gaebelein).”  “An image applied to unproductive men in Jd 12 (Barker).”

“clouds and wind”  “Clouds and wind usually give farmers promise of rain.  But if no rain comes, the farmers are keenly disappointed (Walvoord).”

“the man who boasts of his gifts falsely”  “The proverb speaks about the braggart who does not come through with his promised gifts (Buttrick 924).”  “The gift of the braggart does not compare with what he promised (Ryrie).”  “People who claim they will give presents but never keep their promises are frustrating to the supposed recipients.  A person ought not promise something if he knows he cannot follow through (Walvoord).”

“the man who boasts”  “Inappropriate and boastful speech is as unhelpful as ‘clouds and wind without rain’ (Atkinson p.153).”  “The windbag who brags of gifts to be bestowed, but the promise is deceitful – there are none (Gaebelein).”  “The promises of a boaster are empty (Gaebelein).”

“gifts”  In ancient Israelite society, as in many eastern societies today, the giving of a gift when seeking the favor of a superior or patron was an accepted social custom.  The distinction between a gift and a bribe is not always easy to draw at the best of times; but it is much harder to draw in some societies than in others (Aitken).”

“boasts of gifts falsely”  “The lesson, of course, is not to make false promises (Gaebelein).”
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