PROVERBS 3


Each command in vs. 1-12 deals with misusing a gift of God (Walvoord).

1. My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments;

“my son”  This is “used frequently in the first 9 chapters (Walvoord).”  It “probably refer[s] to Solomon’s own son(s), not to students of a sage, because of the reference to their mother in 1:8 (Walvoord).”

“do not forget”  Attentiveness is urged “because of the benefits it brings (Carson).”  “The verbs ‘do not forget’ and ‘keep’ remind the disciple of general educational discipline (Gaebelein)."  “One of the golden words of religion is ‘remember.’  There is no spiritual life or growth apart from the great spiritual heritage of the past.  No religion recognized this truth more clearly than Judaism, with its strong emphasis on the teaching of its youth concerning the great facts and truths of its holy history.  In view of the appalling, continuing ignorance among Christians of the simple biblical facts and Christian doctrines, the Church may do well to heed more carefully the message of this verse (Buttrick).”

“teaching”  “As in 1:8; 4:2; and 6:20,23 ‘teaching’ translates torah (Walvoord).”  The NIV translates torah “law” about 70% of the time (Goodrick).  ”Torah “fundamentally means ‘direction’ (Kidner).”  “’Law’ in the OT is never simply a matter of rules and regulations.  The word torah really means ‘instruction which guides and directs.’  So God’s law or the Torah is the instruction He has given to guide and direct the lives of His people according to His will and purpose (Aitken).”  “Kidner observes that where torah occurs in the book unqualified, it refers to divine law; but when qualified, as here, it refers to home teachings (Gaebelein).”  “The sage speaks with a voice which we might more readily associate with the law of God than with the teaching of the wise (Aitken).”  “The words of the wise were more than opinions or suggestions.  They had a binding quality to them because they were based on the teachers’ God-fearing observations of how life under divine control really worked.  They were close cousins to the statutes of Moses which the prophets applied regularly to Israel’s covenant relations (Hubbard).”  “The language of Proverbs 3:1-12 is very similar [to Dt 6:1-15].  In both Proverbs and Dt, the education of the young people begins with an acknowledgment of Yahweh’s covenanted faithfulness and the call to acknowledge Him in all your ways (Atkinson).”  

“heart”  The teacher “calls, in the first instance, for inward willing acceptance of His commandments; for it is the heart, not primarily the hands, which he desires should keep them (Maclaren 84).”  If these instructions are part of your inner life, 2 benefits will be realized: longevity, a sign of God’s blessing, and prosperity (Walvoord).”

“keep my commandments”  “’Command’ used in tandem with ‘reason’ recalls the style of the Decalogue where long life in the land is the promised result of honoring one’s parents (Hubbard).”  “What the sage seeks from his students is the same kind of ready and willing obedience which God requires for His law and which is so well exemplified by the psalmist (Aitken).”  “To obey self is sin, to obey God is righteousness (Maclaren 85).”

2. For length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.

“for length of days”  The NIV translates this verse “For they will prolong your life.”  “The expression connotes happy, prosperous years, full of earthly blessing and well-being (Buttrick).”  “One who trusts God will have that peace of mind and cheerfulness of soul which make for good health and long life (Buttrick).”  “’Fear of the Lord (10:27; 19:23) brings health to the body (v.8) and ‘adds length to life 10:27; 9:10-11; Barker).”  “A life conformed to God’s will tends to longevity, and that many forms of sin do shorten men’s days (Maclaren 85).”  Longevity of life is “a sign of God’s blessing (Walvoord).”

“life”  “The result [of adherence to parental instruction] is a life worth living, free from danger and trouble (Gaebelein).”

“peace”  “The word for prosperity, shalom, is often translated ‘peace.’  Though it includes peace and prosperity, it is broader in meaning.  It also suggests wholeness, health and harmony (Walvoord).”  “The prosperity [this verse] speaks of is shalom, the wide-ranging biblical concept of peace, happiness, wholeness and fullness in this life (Carson).”  Shalom is pure well-being, free from all that disturbs peace or satisfaction, internal and external contentment (Delitzsch).”  “The sure way to deepest peace is to give up self-will and live in obedience (Maclaren 85).”

“will add to you.”  The NIV translates this “bring you prosperity.”  “When Solomon prayed for wisdom, God promised him riches as well as long life if he obeyed God’s commands.  Normally the righteous are prosperous and happy, but sometimes it is the wicked who are strong and prosperous, temporary though that may be.  Job also shows how disaster and death can strike a godly person (Barker).”

3. Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.

Vs. 3-12 are “more directly religious than those of other sections (Carson).”  “Vs. 3-12 are concerned about the warnings about wisdom rather than praise of it: interest in wisdom get out of hand if it loses touch with God (Carson).”

“kindness and truth”  These “are the 2 basic covenant terms in Israel (Gaebelein).”  “Between them they express the sine qua non for true and lasting relations, whether between God and man, or between man and his fellow men (Aitkin).”  The 2 words together form “faithful love (Gaebelein).”  “Together these 2 words supplement each other, faithfulness keeping love from becoming a weak sentimentality, and love preventing faithfulness from becoming a harsh legalism Buttrick)."  “These words … show that the content of this disciplined life is the Yahwistic faith (Gaebelein).”  “A life of wisdom is rewarding, but he who devotes himself to kindness and faithfulness with the sole motive of getting long life, abundant welfare, and favor with God and man, may miss the true meaning of wisdom and be denied the rewards that seemed certain (Buttrick).”

“kindness”  The NIV translates this word as “love.”  The Hebrew word is hesed, loyalty to one’s covenant or commitment (Walvoord).”  “When applied to God, hesed is regularly translated ‘steadfast love (Aitkin).’”  “It really means ‘loyal love,’ and describes the relationship which exists between 2 parties of a covenant (Buttrick).”  “Hesed is essentially fidelity to obligations arising from a relationship (Gaebelein).”  Hesed “expresses unswerving fidelity and constancy (Aitkin).”  Hubbard defines hesed as mercy, “the primary term for Yahweh’s commitment to His people and their reciprocal love and loyalty to Him and to each other … [is] show the meaning and impact of law and command (Hubbard).”  Hesed “is God’s covenant-love (the NT calls it ‘grace’) by which He never abandons His people, even in the face of their sin and unfaithfulness.  Applied to the people, it occasionally means their answering devotion or love for God.  But far more often it means the loyalty and kindess which they should show towards one another, especially to those less fortunate than themselves (Aitkin).”

“truth”  The Hebrew word is emet.  Emet “expresses rock-solid integrity and trustworthiness (Aitkin).”  “Emet is essentially that which can be relied on, that which is stable (Gaebelein).”  Emet is “a key word for God’s utter reliability in word and deed and the people’s pledge of integrity in turn (Hubbard).”  The NIV translates this word as “faithfulness.”  The quality of faithfulness, “along with dependability should grace one’s life like a neck chain and should be written, figuratively, on one’s heart (Walvoord).”

“binding”  “The writer is of course speaking metaphorically (Buttrick).”  Bind and write “are striking expressions for glorying in, meditating on and acting by these principles (Kidner).”  “By ‘binding’ and ‘writing’ the teacher is stressing that the teachings become a part of the disciple’s nature.  The ramifications of this terminology are that the disciple is actually subject to the Lord, not the teacher, and that the requisite ‘discipline’ is respect and obedience for the Lord and His teaching and not merely for a human instructor. (Gaebelein).”

“bind them around your neck”  Treat them like a beautiful necklace (Barker).”  “These graces are to be bound about the neck, perhaps as an ornament, but more probably as a yoke by which the harnessed ox draws its burden.  If we have them, they will fit us to bear one another’s burdens (Maclaren 85-86).”  “These statements were not intended to encourage the use of phylacteries, but to encourage strong association with and adherence to the parents’ teachings (Walvoord).”

“write them on the tablet of your heart.”  “This obedience is not lip service or outward show but is to become an integral part of the disciple, written on the heart, bound around the neck, and thus influencing every choice and movement (Hubbard).”  “To write love and fidelity on the tablet of the heart, is to impress deeply on the heart the duty of both virtues, so that one will be impelled to them from within outward (Delitzsch).”  They “are to be objects of habitual meditation with aspiration (Maclaren 86).”  Jeremiah prophesied that God would do this “so that it effectively governs their lives, in contrast to the ineffectiveness of merely presenting it in writing, though inscribed on durable stone (Barker)."

“tablet”  “’Tablet’ is a further tie to the Mosaic law.  The teachers expected their instruction to play a part in the lives of the young akin to that of Moses’ decalogue (Hubbard).”

4. So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.

“So”  “A deeper incentive than self-interest must be at work if true moral stature is to be achieved.  The story is told that an old woman was seen in the streets of Strasbourg in the 14th century carrying a pail of water in one hand and a torch in the other.  When asked what she was about, she answered that with the pail of water she was going to put out the flames of hell and with the torch she was going to burn up heaven, so that in the future men could love the dear Lord god for Himself alone and not out of fear of hell or out of craving for reward (Buttrick).”

“favor”  The Hebrew word is “hen, from the verb hanan, to be gracious or to show favor.  The noun is translated ‘grace’ in [all NIV] Pro 3:34; ‘kindhearted’ in 11:16; ‘favor’ in 3:4; 3:15; 28:23; and ‘charm’ in 31:30 (Walvoord).”  “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord (Ge 6:8).”  “Whoever finds me [wisdom] finds life and receives favor from the Lord (8:35).”

“good repute”  The NIV translates this “good name.”  “Respect and benefits … flow from godliness (Atkinson).”  Good repute is the result of adherence to parental instruction (Walvoord).”  “The sage approaches things from the angle of experience, and so prefers to teach on the basis, not of divine commandments, but of the ‘old rules’ which had proved their worth and their wisdom by promoting the good and well-being of individuals and the community down through the generations – rules which when looked at from another angle, to be sure, found their expression in part in the law (Aitken).”

The NIV renders this phrase as “good understanding” in 13:15.  “This difficult line probably signifies that the disciple will have a reputation for good understanding, meaning that he will be respected by God and man (Gaebelein).”  “In this context understanding should rather be the cause of the finding, than that which is found (Buttrick).”  “The Hebrew sekel tob includes the idea of competence and effectiveness, and therefore a reputation for prudence (Walvoord).”  “There seems no reason why the Hebrew noun, like its parent verb, should not mean ‘success’ when the context suggests it (Kidner).”  Good repute satisfies “one of the deepest hungers of the human spirit: the hunger for approval (Buttrick).”

“God and man”  “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man (Lk 2:52).”  “For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men (2Co 8:21).”

5. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.

Gaebelein sees verses 5-12 as an “admonition to be faithful to the Lord.”  “These phrases are to Christ’s disciples what the wedding ceremony is to newlyweds.  They spell out what is and is not to be done within that relationship.  They set the terms of what it means to live with God at the outset of our commitment to Him and through every step of our pilgrimage (Hubbard).”

“trust in the Lord”  “In plain and simple language the sage lays his finger on what is of the essence of religious faith: trusting in God (Aitkin).”  “Such belief means literally to ‘bet your life’ on God’s truth and wisdom (Hubbard).”  “Trusting is a habit, almost an unconscious attitude (Larsen 14).”  “Commit your way to the Lord, like Israel’s forefathers, who trusted in God and were rescued (Barker).”  “To trust in the Lord wholeheartedly means one should not rely on his understanding, for human insights are never enough.  God’s ways are incomprehensible; yet He is trustworthy.  All the wisdom a person may acquire can never replace the need for full trust in God’s superior ways (Walvoord).”  “Trust follows commitment, not always right away, but it begins there.  In the middle of our fears we make a decision to trust (Larsen 14).”  “One who acknowledges God trusts Him.  He believes that the administration of the universe is in good hands – in trustworthy hands, and although he must often hold this belief through tears and darkness, a religious man seeks and maintains a spirit of trust (Buttrick).”  This “is not an evangelistic call to ‘outsiders’, but is addressed to those who already know what it means to have faith in God (Aitkin).”  “The sage therefore takes it for granted that his pupils belong within the community of faith, and he places the whole emphasis of his teaching on the need for whole-hearted and absolute dependence upon God, uncompromised by reliance one one’s self (Aitkin).”

“trust”  “G.R. Driver argues that the Hebrew for ‘trust’ had originally the idea of lying helplessly face downwards (Kidner).”  “Trust is not only religious, it is an essential posture of life for all emotional soundness and even for survival.  In the final analysis all government, all economics, all currency and banking, all institutions and all marriages, all relationships between people, are fundamentally governed by trust.  Without trust, society deteriorates into paranoia, the feeling that everybody is out to get you.  The inability to trust not only means the collapse of government and of marriages and families, it is in itself a symptom of deep emotional illness.  The famous psychoanalyst, Erik Erikson, says that the capacity to trust is the very foundation of emotional health (Larsen 12).”  “While we agree that a trusting attitude toward life and toward people is essential to our peace of mind, we also talk about that ‘trusting fool’ who is unable to discern the diabolical schemes of those who would exploit him.  If you look to this life alone to affirm the necessity and rightness of trust, you’re foolish.  What Erikson is saying indirectly, is: ‘There must be something beyond life that is reliable (Larsen 13).”  “Batah (trust) carries the force of relying on someone for security; the confidence is to be in the Lord and not in human understanding.  The call is for a trust characterized by total commitment (Gaebelein).”

“with all your heart’  “The secret of finding God’s way and receiving His blessing is to trust Him with the whole heart (Buttrick).”  “The heart is the central seat of all spiritual soul-strength; to love God with the whole heart is to concentrate the whole inner life on the active contemplation of God, and the ready observance of His will (Delitzsch).”  “Heart in Hebrew refers to one’s emotions but more often to his intellect, such as understanding, discernment, reflection, or will (Walvoord).”  “What these beautiful expressions call for is ‘absolute obedience and surrender in every realm of life’ (Gaebelein).”  We are to live “like Caleb (Nu 14:24; Dt 11:36) or the godly King Hezekiah (Isa 38:3).  “David challenged Solomon to serve God with wholehearted devotion (1Ch 28:9).”

“lean”  “Lean is not ‘incline,’ but ‘support yourself’ (Kidner).”  “Trust and lean both suggest the physical experience of supporting yourself on something or someone in total and helpless reliance and commitment (Carson).”  “His power is prior to our being.  Upon Him we are dependent for life and breath and everything (Buttrick).” “From God alone comes true prosperity, true help.  He knows the right way to the right ends.  He knows what benefits us.  He is able to free us from that which does us harm: therefore it is our duty and our safety to place our confidence wholly in Him, and to trust not to our own judgment (Delitzsch).”

“do not lean on your own understanding”  “Binah (understanding) is now cast in a sinful mode; so there is to be a difference between the binah that wisdom brings and the natural binah that undermines faith (Gaebelein).”  “We are to be dependent in our thinking (Carson).”  “It is so easy to lean upon our own understanding instead of upon Him, to put our plans first and then ask God to co-operate with us in carrying them out (Buttrick).”  “Man dare not go it alone relying on himself.  The responsibility is too great, the stakes are too high, and his own resources are too limited for going it alone to be anything other than a recipe for disappointment and disaster (Aitkin).”  Our own understanding is “not tempered and not molded by God’s will and guidance: [not] of our own wisdom in which it is so easy and so foolish to take pride and [in] so doing, cancel its effectiveness and expose it not as wisdom but stupidity (Hubbard).”

6. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

“in all your ways”  “In all aspects of life god is to be taken into account.  The thought of Him is not to be limited to special seasons or sacred places.  He is to be acknowledged in the home, in business, at work, and at play.  In other words, God is to be thought of sufficiently to influence conduct and life.  He is not one of the electives in the school of life, nor is the recognition of God one of the frills of existence.  Choices should be made in His sight.  Actions are subject to His scrutiny.  To acknowledge Him requires a fundamental humility.  It is the recognition that our wills are subject to a higher will.  “He … hath made us, and not we ourselves (Ps 100:3; Buttrick).’”  “A person can work as if everything depended upon him, and yet realize that finally he can commit everything to the God in whom ‘we live, and move and have our being (Ac 17:28).’”

“As a person trusts in the Lord and acknowledges Him (this is not a nod of recognition but an intimate knowledge of God) in all his ways (cf. all your heart 3:5), he finds that God makes his paths straight (Walvoord).”  ‘Acknowledge’ and ‘fear’ “are terms of personal bonding which result in changes of behavior.  They combine the senses of awe, intimacy, and obligation which mark sound relationships.  They suggest that God’s people want to know Him so well that they do His bidding virtually without having to be reminded (Hubbard).”  We should order “our conduct under a constant consciousness of His presence, in accordance with His will, and in dependence on His help (Maclaren 86).”

“A half-hearted Christian is probably a more miserable person than one who is not a Christian at all.  A nonbeliever can organize life around his own selfish desires and can achieve a passable, functioning structure.  He can put his life together on that basis.  But if a person divides his life in two, so that part of his allegiance is to God and part is to himself, he’s going to introduce two warring elements into his consciousness.  Guilt, hostility and conflict will result (Larsen 20).”

“acknowledge Him”  “It is not a mere theoretic acknowledgment that is meant, but earnest penetrating cognizance, engaging the whole man (Delitzsch).”  “Acknowledge is quite simply ‘know,’ which contains not only the idea of acknowledging, but the much richer content of ‘aware of,’ and having ‘fellowship with.’”  “Be ever mindful of God and serve Him with a willing and faithful heart (1Ch 28:9; Hos 4:1;6:6; Barker).”

“paths straight”  Here “is a metaphor derived from road-building, which suggests that ‘trust in the Lord’ will smooth out all a person’s rough paths (Atkinson).”  “God demands absolute obedience and surrender in every realm of life before He can direct our paths (Buttrick).”  “The path we walk is marked out (directed) by Him, and the power to walk is His gift (Hubbard).”  “This means more than guidance; it means God removes the obstacles, making a smooth path or way of life, or perhaps better, bringing one to the appointed goal.  Proverbs teaches that those who follow wisdom have an easier less problematic life (Walvoord).”  “When obedient faith is present, the Lord will guide the believer along life’s paths in spite of difficulties and hindrances (Gaebelein).  “Calm certitude follows on willingness to accept God’s will, and whoever seeks only to go where God sends him will neither be left doubtful whither he should go, nor find his road blocked (Maclaren 87).”

“The idea of ‘straight’ contrasts to the crooked and perverse ways of the wicked (Gaebelein).”  “This is the language of faith, not necessarily of constant experience.  There are plenty of examples later in Proverbs of life’s way which is not very smooth (Atkinson).”  “The problem of how we can know God’s will for us, or how we can know that God is directing our lives, can be understood only in the light of our trusting Him with all our heart and acknowledging Him in all our ways (Buttrick).”

7. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil.

“Do not be wise in your own eyes”  “Human wisdom is imperfect and fallible, even though the young man may think he knows everything (Buttrick).”  This phrase denotes not merely pride in your own wisdom but self-sufficiency in your wisdom “and therefore not feeling the need to refer things to God (no doubt a besetting temptation for people committed to finding wisdom; Carson).”  “Young people who acquire wisdom need to remember that they did not become wise by themselves: wisdom comes from God (Walvoord).”  “For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding (2:6).”  “Acknowledging Him helps a man not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think.  Such acknowledgment comes whenever an individual is deeply aware of his creaturehood, and it results in a humble realization that no man has the final answer to all questions and that no person can equate his own opinions and his own judgments with those of God.  One who follows this principle of living will be slow to inflict his views on others and equally slow in accepting the views of others as the last word from God (Buttrick).”  To ‘be wise in our own eyes’ represents the failure to recognize that there is One whose thoughts are higher than our thoughts, whose ways are higher than our ways (Buttrick).”  “We are to humble in our obedience (Carson).”

“fear the Lord”  Fear equals reverent obedience (Motyer).”  This refers to a “heart of awareness of and proper response to God help prevent the evil of pride (Walvoord).”

“turn away from evil”  “Our trust in God continues with renunciation … of evil in its many-headed manifestations, but especially, in this context, in its most dangerous form – arrogant self-reliance from which all fear of God is drained (Hubbard).”

8. It will be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones.

“It”  This pronoun refers to the admonish of v.7.

“healing”  “The healing that the fear of the Lord and avoidance of evil bring is first and foremost spiritual.  Scripture often uses the physical body to describe inner spiritual or psychical feelings (Gaebelein).”  “The picture here is of health which touches every part of the person.  “Health in the Bible is a holistic word: to be whole is to be in the right with God at all levels of our being.  This is not to say that trust in the Lord will ensure permanent physical health; once again there is plenty in Proverbs which talks about sickness and depression.  It is to say that spiritual, emotional and bodily well-being are all bound up together: we human beings are psychosomatic-spiritual unities.  It is also to say that walking in God’s way is to walk the way of wholeness for the whole of our being (Atkinson).”  “The moral state of a man definitely influences his physical condition.  The body, which is the temple of the Holy Spirit according to the Christian view, should in no way be defiled, but whould be cared for in temperance and in respect (Buttrick).”

“refreshment to your bones”  “The last word is a trust that grows out of the acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty over life, and the confidence that ‘in His will is our peace (Buttrick).’”  “Trust in God leads to well-being in the very depths of our persons (Hubbard).”  “Health in one’s bones, mentioned several times in Proverbs, suggests, as is well known today, that spiritual and physical health are related (Walvoord).”  This refers to “the whole body.  Elsewhere, good news, and pleasant words bring health to the bones (15:30; 16:24; Barker.”  “’Bones’ and ‘flesh’ are descriptors not just of the structure and tissue of our bodies but of our whole selves, body-spirit, tangible-intangible (Hubbard).”

9. Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce;

“honor the Lord from your wealth”  “To ‘honor the Lord,’ then, is to bring Him gifts as to a king (Buttrick).”  “To ‘know’ God in our financial ‘ways’ is to see that these honor Him (Kidner).”  “The … advice is to give back to God some of one’s wealth as a sacrifice in recognition that God gave it (Gaebelein).”  “Verse 9 is noteworthy, because it is the only time that the teacher advises his pupils to observe a formal act of worship (Aitkin).”  “The admonition reminds the faithful of their religious duties to God (Gaebelein).”  “In Israel, honoring the Lord with the first fruits of all one’s crops was a way of expressing gratitude to Him for His provisions.  It was a way of acknowledging God and His help (Walvoord).”  “So bounteous was God’s provision that there was always temptation to become complacent and take it for granted or to become conceited and put it down to their own cleverness, and with the affluence forget God.  This was the mistake made by the rich fool in Jesus’ parable (Lk 12:16-21).  It is a mistake we can all make.  That was why the offering of the first fruits was so important.  It was an acknowledgment that all was owed to the goodness and blessing of God.  God was the giver of all the good things they and their families enjoyed; and in gratitude they were giving the first fruits back to God.  So, in effect, it was a mark of faith and trust in God – not when the barns were empty and when they were anxiously waiting for the spring rains to fall and ripen the grain, but in days of prosperity, when the harvest had been gathered in and the barns were stacked full.  It put and kept the stacked barns in their proper place (Aitkin).”

“There is a more searching challenge in this verse than to dig deeper in our pockets when occasion demands.  It reminds us that how we spend our money and use the possessions God has blessed us with is a very practical and very telling test of the quality of our faith and trust in God.  It is a poor faith that has nothing to do with planning the family budget and providing for the family needs (Aitkin).”  “The honoring of God ‘with our wealth’ is not a shady piece of manipulation to ensure that God makes you richer still.  It is first of all a response to God’s generosity – the land and all its wealth belongs to God and I am called to be His steward – and a statement of gratitude that I am included in God’s gracious deliverance and provision (Atkinson).”  “In general, it is true that godliness results in gain, that piety brings prosperity.  But this kid of generalization, common in Proverbs, does not disallow God from making exceptions.  Otherwise God is invested in, rather than honored (Walvoord).”

“the first”  The NIV translates this; “firstfruits.”  “The honor will be compounded largely of homage in giving Him the first and not a later share (Kidner).”  “Such giving, in the face of material pressures is a simple test of faith (Kidner).”  “The Israelites were required to give to the priests the first part of the olive oil, wine and grain produced each year (Lev 15:30; 16:24; 17:22: Barker).”  “To offer the firstfruits to God was a way of celebrating God’s deliverance and God’s provision – and a means by which each person could appreciate that he or she was part of that story (Atkinson).”  The offering of the first fruits was the Israelite equivalent to our harvest thanksgiving service (Aitkin).”  “For the Israelites, who were mostly farmers, the land was the greatest of God’s gifts and its abundant produce was evidence of His providential care for them (Aitkin).”

10. So your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.

“So”  “At first sight this seems to promote a rather dubious motive: honor God so that you will be made rich!  But once again we must stand back from this and notice the link between this chapter and Dt, this time chapter 26.  There the people of God are told to offer to God the first fruits of what their land produces.  There the offering back to God of what was His gift was a liturgical way of recognizing God’s gift of the promised land – and therefore that the worshipper was a part of that gift (Atkinson).”

“barns”  “The prosperity envisaged is of a particular sort: … the staple food which makes life possible and which can be shared with the poor and needy (Atkinson).”  Matthew Henry commented: “He does not say thy bags, but thy barns, not thy wardrobe replenished, but thy presses; God shall bless thee with an increase of that which is for use, not for show or ornament; of spending and laying out, not for hoarding and laying up.  They that do good with what they have shall have more to do good with.”  “The man who is thinking of his barns when he is giving to his temple might soon confuse barns and temples (Buttrick).”

“filled with plenty”  The NIV translation is: “filled to overflowing.”  “Giving to the church is hardly a way of keeping barns full.  Otherwise this would be the simplest way of getting rich quickly (Buttrick).”  “The generalization that piety brings ‘plenty’ chimes in with much of Scripture and of experience (Kidner).”  “Prosperity, gratitude and charity are an indivisible triad of experiences in biblical though (Hubbard).”  “For those who bring to the Lord His tithes and offerings, God promises to pour out more blessing than they have room for (Barker).”  “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will no have room enough for it (Mal 3:10).”  “Those who honor God by giving will find that they have made a sound investment.  The order is important.  The man who has in mind the barns of v. 10 when he gives to God is likely to be disappointed.  But in their proper order the verses are in line with the biblical teaching that those who honor God, God will honor.  We must be wary of taking this in a completely spiritual sense as though it had nothing to do with material things.  On the other hand, where material things are concerned, neither must it be pressed as though it were automatically and invariably the case (Aitkin).”  “It is a general principle which holds good for a part of what God’s people experience, but only a part (Aitkin).”  “There are far greater blessings to be had by honoring God than stacked barns and vats bursting at the seams (Aitkin).”

“new wine”  The Hebrew word is tiros which means “freshly squeezed grape juice (Walvoord).”  Hubbard describes new wine as: “grape juice of which wine will come in the fermentation process.”  “The word designates a fresh, new wine that was especially desired and enjoyable.  “The word normally differs in meaning from yayin, wine, and skr, strong drink, and, therefore, tiros is not normally considered harmful.  In Hos 4:11, however, the word is included with yayin as drinks that take away understanding, which an excess of even ‘new wine’ could do.  God’s people are responsible for the use/abuse of both drinks (Van Gemeren).”

*********

11. My son, do not reject the discipline of the Lord or loathe His reproof,

Heb 12:5-6 quotes both of theses verses to encourage believers to endure hardship (Barker).”  “These verses are quoted in Heb 12:5-6 to show that suffering is a sign of sonship (Gaebelein).”

“do not reject”  The NIV translation is “despise.”  Walvoord suggests thewords “reject or take lightly.”  “We are to be submissive in our experience of affliction (Carson).”

“discipline”  “Wisdom literature knows that the righteous do not enjoy uninterrupted blessing; suffering remains a problem to the sages, and this text records one of their solutions (Gaebelein).”  Here is “a warning that the righteous are not always prosperous.  Through times of testing and affliction, God is teaching them (Barker).”  “God disciplines us for our good (Heb 12:10).”  

“loathe”  The NIV translation is “resent.”  Walvoord also suggests “abhor.”  Loathing … discipline – thinking that God disciplines because He enjoys causing pain – overlooks the benefits that come from such correction (Walvoord).”

“reproof”  The NIV translation is “rebuke.”  “Rebuke is mentioned frequently in Proverbs as a helpful kind of verbal correction (Walvoord).”

12. For whom the Lord loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights.

“the Lord loves”  “This motivation recalls the language of the Davidic covenant, which mentions discipline in love (Gaebelein).”  “The … instruction warns the disciple not to rebel against the Lord’s discipline, because it is an evidence of His love (Gaebelein).”  “Physical punishment and verbal correction are hard to accept but they demonstrate God’s loving concern.  The same is true of a parent’s discipline of his children (Walvoord).”

“father corrects”  “God disciplined his son Israel by testing the nation in the desert 40 years (Dt 8:2-5; Barker).” “Indeed, it is the father-son relationship that provides insight into the nature of that discipline (Gaebelein).”

13. How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding.

14. For her profit is better than the profit of silver and her gain better than fine gold.

15. She is more precious than jewels; and nothing you desire compares with her.

16. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.

17. Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are peace.

18. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold her fast.

19. The Lord by wisdom founded the earth, by understanding He established the heavens.

20. By His knowledge the deeps were broken up and the skies drip with dew.

21. My son, let them not vanish from your sight; keep sound wisdom and discretion,

“my son”  “The familiar ‘my son’ introduces a plea that the son embrace valued qualities (Walvoord).”

“do not let them vanish”  The disciples cannot let sound judgment and discernment “out of his sight for a moment (Gaebelein).”  Delitzsch suggests the LXX infers “let it not flow past, let it not be unobserved, hold it always before thee.”

“wisdom”  The Hebrew word is tushiyyah.  Thomas defines this as “sound, efficient wisdom, abiding success.  The NASB translates it: deliverance, helpful insight, sound wisdom, success, wisdom (Thomas).  The NIV translates this “sound judgment.”  “The writer always expresses himself only with an ethical intention regarding the nature of wisdom (Delitzsch).”  “Sound judgment is based on the righteous character of God’s rule (Harris).”  “It becomes very clear that wisdom means walking with God (Kidner).”  “Biblical wisdom is both religious and practical.  Stemming from the fear of the Lord, it branches out to touch all of life, as the extended commentary on wisdom in Proverbs indicates.  Wisdom takes insights gleaned from the knowledge of God’s ways and applies them in the daily walk.  This combination of insight and obedience relates wisdom to the prophetic emphasis on the knowledge of God (Douglas).”  “Wisdom is the source of life as well as of graciousness.  It manifests itself inwardly in the healthy life of the soul, and outwardly in the gracious, pleasing appearance of the man of wisdom (Buttrick).”

“discretion”  “Purposeful planning to gain the right end (Buttrick).”

22. So they will be life to your soul and adornment to your neck.

“they”  “the subjects are wisdom, understanding, knowledge, which belong to God, and shall from Him become the possession of those who make them their aim (Delitzsch).”

“life to your soul”  “By wisdom the soul gains life, divinely true and blessed (Delitzsch).” “Under these conditions the soul flourishes and mind and heart have a peace born of God (Buttrick).”

23. Then you will walk in your way securely and your foot will not stumble.

 “securely”  “The verses develop the theme of the secure and anxiety-free lives of those who, assailed by ‘fightings without and fear within’, keep steadily before their eyes the ‘sound wisdom’ which God gives and trust fully in Him (Aitken).”  “The hunger for security is one of the deepest hungers of human life (Buttrick).”  “This desire for security gnaws at [people] and robs them or serenity and inner peace (Buttrick).”  “Human life on this planet is always insecure.  One can never know what a day will bring forth.  He cannot by conscious effort make his heart beat.  He cannot be sure that he will turn homeward at set of sun.  Yet if he can be delivered from the fear of an uncertain future, he will have the only security that is promised by a faith that is realistic and is persuaded that ‘neither death nor life … shall be able to separate us from the love of God’ (Ro 8:38-39; Buttrick).”  Those “who let their lives be regulated and directed by [God’s] divine wisdom … feel secured in their daily walk, they enjoy sweet, peaceful sleep, and they do not fear the sudden calamity which comes to those who do not live in accordance with God’s will (Buttrick).”

“foot will not stumble”  “Infinitely more treacherous and fraught with danger is the journey through life for the unwary traveler; and he has far more to lose than loss of face.  Travelers who think that they are wise and surefooted enough to stay on their feet are in for a nasty tumble.  The key to sure-footedness is the steadying and protecting hand of God (Aitkin).”

24. When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down your sleep will be sweet.

“you will not be afraid”  “Individuals are burdened not only by what happens to them but also by the fear of the evil that might happen to them (Buttrick).”  “Freedom from fear … is one of the greatest blessings that God can bestow upon anyone.  He gives it to those who let their lives be regulated and directed by His divine wisdom (Buttrick).”

“your sleep will be sweet”  “To learn this lesson well is to learn the secret of real relaxation and refreshing sleep (Aitkin).”

25. Do not be afraid of sudden fear nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes;

“Do not”  “These are examples of what it means to be wise (Walvoord).”

“sudden fear”  “There is no need for sudden panic, because Yahweh will be your confidence (Motyer).”  “Wisdom is able to cope with any emergency in life (Buttrick).”

“onslaught of the wicked”  The NIV translates this “the ruin that overtakes the wicked.”  The RSV translation is “the ruin of the wicked.”  The wicked “will be visited by calamities which those who follow wisdom need never fear (Buttrick).”  “He who chooses the wisdom of God as his guiding star has no ground to fear punishment as transgressors have reason to fear it (Delitzsch).”  Those who have confidence in the Lord have not fear of ‘the ruin that overtakes the wicked,’ “for wisdom is a gift of God, and binds him who receives it to the giver (Delitzsch).”

26. For the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.

“the Lord”  “Life, distinction, security, calmness, confidence [are] all based on divine protection (Carson).”  “The promised serenity of such a life as meets us here comes, at one level, from sheer good management on God’s sound principles, and at a deeper level, from the Lord’s personal care (Kidner).”  “True spiritual discernment that places its confidence in the Lord will not be disappointed (Gaebelein).”

“confidence”  “If the disciple diligently preserves sound judgment and discernment, he can be confident that the Lord will guide and protect him (Gaebelein).”  “According to this writer, the wise man has an invisible means of support.  He has something that will remove fear.  He has the assurance that he is working in harmony with the sustaining power of the universe and that this will be his stay no matter what may happen to him (Buttrick).”

27. Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it.

“withhold good”  “In summary, these verses are about generosity.  The security and protection which come from Yahweh put us under an obligation to be generous to the disadvantaged and to the neighborhood (Motyer).”  “It is wrong to withhold help from a needy neighbor – people ought to be good neighbors (Gaebelein).”  “Wisdom demands uncompromising honesty and justice in human relationships.  She cannot endure the withholding of rightful gain or honor (Buttrick).”  “We must refuse nothing good (nothing either legally or morally good) to him who has a right to it, if we are in a condition to do him this good (Delitzsch).”

“from those to whom it is due”  “The major ancient Greek translation, the Septuagint, hazards that it means ‘the poor’, understanding the verse as an exhortaiton to almsgiving (Kidner).”  “On the other hand, the NEB takes them to be people who have done us a favor and want it returned (Kidner).”  “Probably the sage intends his words to be general in scope and applicable in different kinds of circumstances where a neighbor needs our help, but laying the emphasis on his right to it rather than his need of it.  Perhaps the best commentary on the verse is the story of the Good Samaritan, which drives home the lesson that the man in need is our neighbor, and that his need is our obligation to help him in whatever way we can (Kidner).”

“when it is in your power to do it”  “The idea is , fulfill an obligation such as paying wages to a hired laborer (Walvoord).”  This verse “brings out the injustice, not merely inconsiderateness, of delay (Kidner).”  “Wisdom emphasizes the importance of honesty and promptness in repaying loans (Motyer).”

28. Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come back, and tomorrow I will give it,” when you have it with you.

“tomorrow I will give it”  This “is less a promise than a delay and putting off, because it is difficult for him to alienate himself from him who makes the request (Delitzsch).”  “This putting off in the fulfillment of one’s duty is a sin of omission (Delitzsch).”  “There is an old saying, ‘Help which is long of the road is not help at all’ (Kidner).”  “The suggestion is made her that one should give when it is needed.  There is such a thing as timing our philanthropies.  Too often in this realm and in others we give too little too late (Buttrick).”  “Give promptly, whether wages or help in general.  ‘He who gives quickly gives twice’ Buttrick).”

29. Do not devise harm against your neighbor, while he lives securely beside you.

“devise harm”  “To ‘plot’ translates haras, ‘to plow,’ from which comes the idea of plans being thought up or devised as furrows in a field are plowed (Walvoord).”  “The word meas as commonly to plough, to curt with the plough, and … is used also of a ploughman, and , without any addition to it, it always has this meaning (Delitzsch).”  “Malice is a crime; it ruins community (Gaebelein).”  “A man usually hurts himself when he plans evil against his neighbor (Buttrick).”

“while he lives securely beside you”  “The [writer] also prohibits plotting maliciously against an unsuspecting neighbor (Gaebelein).”  “To plot evil against a hapless victim is crime enough; but to do it and betray the victim’s trust in you is the ultimate treachery (Kidner).”  “Those who turn a word spoken in confidence into a piece of juicy gossip fall under this judgment (Kidner).”  “This verse warns against being the kind of neighbor who is always ready to quarrel across the garden fence.  This sort of unfriendly fellow is a downright menace and bears the brunt of a number of the sage’s maxims (Kidner).”

30. Do not contend with a man without cause, if he has done you no harm.

“Do not contend”  “The Hebrew word ribh is a common term for litigation; here it means any unfriendly dispute (Buttrick).”  “It is important to refuse to pick a quarrel (Motyer).”  “Avoid the spirit of contention that is ready for a quarrel even without a cause (Buttrick).”

“without cause”  No one should “bring a groundless litigation against an innocent neighbor.  The reference may have in mind people who take others to court on the flimsiest accusations (Gaebelein).”

“harm”  The way this word is used “signifies to execute, to complete, accomplish, - both of the initiative and of the requital, both of the anticipative and of the recompensing action (Delitzsch).”

31. Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose any of his ways.

“envy”  “The conceptions of jealousy and envy lie … inseparable from each other (Delitzsch).”  “One should avoid envying or emulating a violent person (Gaebelein).”  “Men of violent and underhand ways often seem to do better out of life than good folk.  Whether or not their ill-gotten wealth is ‘gravel’ in their mouths (20:17), it is certainly ‘gold dust’ in the eyes of the fellow down the street.  His temptation is to envy such men: worse still, to imitate them (Kidner).”  “The writer here warns against envying the wicked man who has acquired his wealth by highhanded, unlawful means, and may be prospering at the moment (Buttrick).”  “He who does ‘violence to the law’ becomes thereby, according to the common course of the world, a person who is feared, whose authority, power, and resources are increased, but one must not therefore envy him, nor on any side take pleasure in his conduct, which in all respects is to be reprobated (Delitzsch).”

“ways”  “’A man of violence’ who swerves from the right way and goes in a crooked false way, is an object of abhorrence (Delitzsch).”

32. For the devious are an abomination to the Lord; but He is intimate with the upright.

“devious”  The RSV translates this “perverse.”

“abomination”  The NIV translates this “detests: a word that elsewhere expresses abhorrence of pagan practices (Barker).”  “It is a very strong word.  It means something so hateful and loathsome that, as we might say, it ‘turns the stomach’.  

“intimate”  “The just, who with a right mind walks in the right way, is Jehovah’s (Delitzsch).”  The NIV translates this “takes into His confidence.”  The root Hebrew word “means properly the being pressed together, or sitting together for the purpose of private communication and conversation and then partly the confidential intercourse, as here, partly the private communication, the secret (Delitzsch).”  “Perverse individuals are an abomination to God, but He deals with the righteous as His intimate friends (Ryrie).”  “Those who are out of the way, who prefer to the simplicity of right-doing all manner of crooked ways, are contrary to God, and He may have nothing to do with them: but the right-minded He makes partakers of His most intimate intercourse, He deals with them as friends (Delitzsch).”  “The overriding reason against hankering after the ways of the unscrupulous is that one must choose between (at the 2 extremes) God’s detestation and His ‘intimate friendship’ (Kidner).”

“upright”  “Men of honesty and integrity enjoy God’s friendship (Kidner).”

33. The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked, but He blesses the dwelling of the righteous.

“curse”  “The curse is not merely a deprivation of external goods which render life happy, and the blessing is not merely the fullness of external possessions; the central-point of the curse lies in continuous disquiet of conscience, and that of the blessing in the happy consciousness that God is with us, in soul-rest and peace which is certain of the grace and goodness of God (Delitzsch).”  “The wicked man who is prosperous is not to be envied, for actually he is an abomination to the Lord, and a curse rests upon his house.  In the long run he shall be disgraced (Buttrick).”  “The prosperity of the godless, far from being worthy of envy, has as its reverse side the curse (Delitzsch).”  

“wicked”  “So the wicked man is not to be envied.  God’s weighty word of judgment rests upon his house and he will be utterly disgraced and shown up for the despicable creature that he is (Kidner).”

“blesses”  “Physical calamity or prosperity comes with the curse or blessing of God (Buttrick).”

“dwelling”  “The Hebrew word naweh, ‘abode of a shepherd,’ usually refers to a country dwelling, and so may be used here in contrast with the noisy city where the wicked dwell in houses (Buttrick).”  Naweh and its related nouns “refer consistently to a rural setting removed from villages, towns and society (Van Gemeren).”  “The pleasantness and peacefulness of such a place can be stressed (Van Gemeren).”

34. Though He scoffs at the scoffers, yet He gives grace to the afflicted.

“He scoffs at the scoffers”  “God acts toward men as they act toward Him (Buttrick).”  “His relation to men is determined by their relation to Him (Delitzsch).”

“scoffer”  “The contemptuous, arrogant [man] who turns his back on the good (Buttrick).”

35. The wise will inherit honor, but fools display dishonor.

“The wise will inherit honor”  “Wise and upright behavior pleases God and results in His blessing (Gaebelein).”  “The upright will enjoy God’s blessing and favor and will be held in high regard (Kidner).”  “Honor is that which the wise inherit, it falls to them unsought as a possession (Delitzsch).”  “Respect is due to the wise because on account of their wisdom (Buttrick).”  “It is a manner of respect or lack of respect a man commands in the community (Kidner).”

“fools”  The Hebrew word is kesilim.  “The thick, dull person who is insensible, even averse, to moral truth (Buttrick).”

“dishonor”  “The second line reads literally ‘but disgrace is exalting fools’ (Kidner).”  “Fools promote the shame that is consistent with their character (Ryrie).”  “The fruit if their conduct is shame and evermore shame (Delitzsch).”
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