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Psalm 139

This “strophe deals with God’s involvement in the origin of human life (Prinsloo 431).”  “This section meditates on one aspect of God’s mighty power – His power of creation (Brug 256).”  “The general picture … seems to be that of the growth of the embryo and the fetus within the womb as the work of a skilled divine embroiderer weaving in secret an intricate pattern or design, still to be unveiled (Davidson 448).”  “These verses give strong testimony to the fact that human life begins at conception rather than at birth.  This is a fact that should weigh heavily in the debate against abortion on demand (Constable 228).”


“The third stanza brings together and carries forward the thought of the first two: God not only see the invisible and penetrates the inaccessible, but is operative there, the author of every detail of my being.  And the dimension of time is now added to those of space, from before my existence to whatever is implied in the phrase ‘when I awake’ (v.18; Kidner 465).”  “Vv. 13-16 reveal what transpires in the secret workshop where nothing is concealed from the Make Who knows all about man because He created him.  The primary thought is that every birth is a Divine creation, and the language used of such is both delicate and beautiful (Lockyer 722).”  “Confidence in the Lord’s ability to discern and perceive the nature and needs of His people comes from a belief in God’s purpose.  He is the Creator, and His creative concerns include individuals (VanGemeren 838).”  “God makes us as He wants us to be ; then He plans for us a life here on earth that will best fulfill all that He put into us!  The NT parallel is Ep 2:10, ‘For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them (NASB; Wiersbe 136-137).’”

13. For you formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb.
“For”  “The word ‘for’ indicates that what follows explains what precedes (Constable 227).”  “The ‘for at the beginning of this verse marks the transition from the fact of God’s omniscience to its origin or reason in His creative character and rights.  As a logical particle, the ‘for’ relates, not to the immediately preceding verse, but to the whole preceding context.  God is omnipresent and omniscient, ‘for’ He is the maker of the universe (Alexander 548).”
“You formed my inward parts”  “The formation of his unborn embryo he ascribes to the personal activity of God (Allen 648).”  “God’s interest in the speaker from His life’s beginning evidences God’s personal and long-term investment in him (Broyles 486).”  “We believe life comes from God, and God supervises the growth of the fetus, therefore we have no right to interfere (Wiersbe 137).”

“The meaning of the first clause seems to be: Thou hast in Thy power and at Thy control the very seat of my strongest sensibilities, my pains and pleasures; and this subjection is coeval with my being, for even before birth I was under Thy protection and command, as I am now (Alexander 547-548).”  Augustine translates this phrase “You have taken possession of my inmost parts (270).”  “The Lord has formed the individual as a spiritual” being (Gn 14:22; Pr 8:22; VanGemeren 838).”  “Because I am the property of Him who dwells within me.  He is the owner not of my heart alone but of my inmost parts too, not only of my thoughts but also of my passions (Augustine 27).”  “Thou art the owner of my inmost parts and passions: not the indweller and observer only, but the acknowledged Lord and possessor of my most secret self (Spurgeon 736).”  “We need not be surprised at God’s knowledge of the most secret thoughts of men, since he formed their hearts (Calvin 737).”  “The knowledge of God, and His government of the creature, is not like a man’s, who setteth himself for a while on this object, and then turneth off to another object, but God’s knowledge and government are a settled possessing of His own workmanship, by a constant beholding, by a settled ruling of His work, by a constant maintaining and judging of the most secret motion of a man’s spirit (Dickson 479).”  “He controls the source of my feelings and affections (Augustine 270).”  
“You”  “’Thou’ or ‘You’ is again in the emphatic first position in the Hebrew text (Constable 228).”
“You formed/You wove”  “The language is figurative in that creating and knitting describe God’s sovereign superintendence over the natural process of reproduction (Ross 892).”
“You formed”  “Since God creates people He knows them intimately, and He is always with them.  The idea of God creating David arose from vv.11-12 (Constable 227).”
“formed”  This word means “to acquire by creation (Gn 14:19; Dt 32:6; Ryrie 928).”  It could also be translated “purchase (Gn 25:10; Ex 15:16); and, in the case of the Lord and the created order, ‘to enjoy creative possession (Gn 14:19,22; Motyer 578).”  The KJV is “possessed” which “means ‘formed or created.’ (Wiersbe 135).”
“inward parts”  Literally this is “’kidneys’ in Hebrew idiom, the innermost center of emotions and of moral sensitivity – that which God tests and examines when He ‘tries’ a person (Barker 882).”  “This word elsewhere in the psalms is translated by the RSV as ‘heart’ (7:9; 16:7; 26:2; 73:21; McCullough 716).”  “Doubtless all the internal organs are embraced in this term (Lockyer 722).”  “The Hebrews supposed [kidneys] “to be the seat of the desires and longings; but perhaps it indicates here the most hidden and vital portion of man (Spurgeon 736).”
“You wove me in my mother’s womb” “It was done … by divine operation.  As the eye of God saw us then, so His hand wrought us; we were His work (Henry 737).”  “Since God hath made us in the womb, and we live, and move, and subsist by His power, God must know our words, works and thought, and all – and have us always in His sigh and under His power (Dickson 479).”  The NIV is: “You knit me together.”  “Like Jeremiah, the poet realizes that before God formed him in the womb He knew him (Jr. 1:5; Jb 10:18-12; Allen 648).”  “It is God who is responsible for the inception of life in the womb, and it is God who completes the process of creating a new life (Prinsloo 430).”  “All beings owe their existence to the Creator-God (VanGemeren 838).”
“wove”  Literally this is “‘embroidered (Ross 892).”  This could also be translated “knit (Ross 892).”  This psalmist is “suggesting his veins and arteries (Ross 892).”  “The Hebrew for this description … seems to refer to the red vein marks on the body (Lockyer 723).”  “The thought expressed is that of the inter-lacing of bones, sinews, and muscles (Jb 10:11; Lockyer 722-723).”  “the joint idea of weaving and of variegated colors lies in the root of the original word (Lockyer 723).”  God “arranged our genetic structure (Wiersbe 135).”  God ‘covered (KJV)’ us in the womb, which means He ‘wove us together, shaped us.’  The Hebrew word also can mean ‘protected,’ which shows how precious the unborn child is to the heavenly Father (Wiersbe 135).”  “It could have happened only because you took possession of my inmost parts and embraced me even from the womb of my mother (Augustine 272).”
14. I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows them full well.

Barker paraphrases this verse as: “You know me as the One who formed me (vv.15-16), but I cannot begin to comprehend this creature You have fashioned.  I can only look upon Him with awe and wonder – and praise You (Ec 11:5; Barker 882).”  The Jerusalem Bible is: “For all these mysteries I thank You: for the wonder of myself, for the wonder of Your works.”
“I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made”  “Who has not had a sense of awe in considering how the human brain works or how the immune system attacks infection (Williams 485)?”  “Notice that David does not assume a position of objectivity as he views himself.  He is in constant devotion and praise to God for His creation as he moves from description to worship (Williams 485).”  “Thinking of his own creation, and of all he possessed from his mother’s womb, the Psalmist praises God for all his precious thoughts regarding his existence (Lockyer 723).”  “The right sight of God’s workmanship in our very bodies, will force us to praise God’s unspeakable wisdom (Dickson 479).”  “The glory of it is here given to God, entirely to Him; for it is He that has made us and not we ourselves.  ‘I will praise Thee, the Author of my being; my parents were only the instruments of it’ (Henry 737).”  “He makes it a subject of grateful acknowledgment, that God has distinguished him or made him to differ from inferior creatures, both in constitution and in destiny (Alexander 548).”  “Instead of crying and complaining because he was not made some other way, the writer actually gave thanks that God had fashioned him the way he was (Wiersbe 137).”  “Praise is the proper response to God’s grace of discernment, perception, and purpose (VanGemeren 838).”  Tennyson wrote: “Let knowledge grow from more to more, but more of reverence in us dwell (Ballard 716).”
“for”  “’Because’ is in Hebrew a compound particle (עלכי) like ‘for that,’ foreasmuch as (Alexander 548).”
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made”  “The Hebrew might be more strictly rendered, ‘for I am fearfully wonderful’ (Davidson 448).”  “Scientific research of the structure of the human body, the circulatory system, the digestive organs, the eye, the ear and the other parts of the body, the brain with its marvelous cells, etc., has brought to light that we are ‘wonderfully made.’  All reveals a wisdom which leads back to an all-wise Creator (Gaebelein 483).”  “God is concerned with the individuals whom He has formed for His purpose (VanGemeren 838).”  The psalmist “is amazed at the vitality and complexity of the forces in his own body which are essential to life, but over which he obviously has no control (Stedman 313).”  “People are unique and marvelous beings, created directly by God (Lindsell 893).”  “Someone else is running our lives; that is obvious from the design of our bodies (Stedman 314).”  “God has made us as we are, and we must accept ourselves and be ourselves (Wiersbe 136).”  “We should develop what we have and use it for God’s glory (Wiersbe 136).”  “The basis for reward is not how many abilities we have, but how faithful we are to use what we have (Wiersbe 136).”  “We must surrender to Him and let Him use us to accomplish the purposes for which we were made (Wiersbe 136).”
“I am fearfully”  “When God is seen in His glory in anything, His majesty becometh terrible to the beholder, His glory is so bright (Dickson 479).”  The REB “takes a lead from most of the early versions in rendering, ‘for you fill me with awe’ (Davidson 448).”  “We are afraid that, if we bear ourselves proudly on account of the gifts you have given, we may lose through pride what we gained by humility (Augustine 272).”
“Wonderfully/wonderful”  These words make us “mindful of God’s marvelous knowledge (Ps 139:6; Ross 892).”
“Wonderful are Your works”  “This leads us where most scientific treatises do not lead us, to a sense of wonder which can be more important than knowledge (Ballard 716).”  “David marveled at God’s amazing power in creating him by the birth process (Constable 228).”  “David knew nothing of the modern science of embryology, nothing of the mysterious process by which a baby grows in the womb.  He had only the haziest of ideas about these things, but he knew enough to be awed at the process (Phillips 597).”  “When the poet thinks of the Lord’s works of creation, he can do no other than raise his voice in praise (Prinsloo 431).”  “His reaction is one of thrilled wonder and awe (Allen 648).”  

“God is not only omniscient and omnipresent, but He is omnipotent – all-powerful.  The psalmist might have used God’s vast reaction as an example of God’s great power; but, instead, he used the miracle of birth.  Conception, development, and birth are perpetual wonders that an understanding of genetics, anatomy, and obstetrics cannot erase.  It is tragic that the human fetus is too often considered a nuisance to be removed, like a ruptured appendix, instead of miracle to be admired and welcomed (Wiersbe 135).”
“My soul knows them full well”  “The contemplation of the origin of human life leads the psalmist to acknowledge the mystery and wonder of the one who is the creator of life, and the one who knows him (Davidson 448).”  “My soul knows right well that is it marvelous (Henry 737).”  “The child of God sees God’s presence everywhere (vv.7-12) and experiences the joy of God’s watchful eye over him (VanGemeren 838).”  “The consideration of God’s work in our bodies, well digested, is profitable for our souls (Dickson 479).”  “The marvel of the human body, even at that stage of growth, has convinced him that God is with him and knows him intimately (Stedman 315).”  “He lives with the personal awareness of God’s grace toward him and responds with a hymn of thanksgiving (VanGemeren 838).”  “My soul has reached this keen perception now, because you took me to yourself from the womb of my mother, but even before that your knowledge of me was wonderful (Augustine 272).”
15. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth;
“My frame was not hidden from You” “God saw and knew what his structure was to be (Williams 485).”  “In framing our bodies God knoweth what He is making; neither darkness nor distance of heaven from earth, nor any other impediment, hindereth Him in His working (Dickson 479).”  “Every part of his physical frame is known to the divine Maker (Allen 648).”  “My substance was not hid from Thee.  The substantial part of my being was before Thine all seeing eye; the bones which make my frame were put together by Thine hand.  The essential materials of my being before they were arranged were all within the range of Thine eye (Spurgeon 736).”  “It was done under the divine inspection (Henry 737).”  “Because he is the work of His hands.  He that framed the engine knows all the motions of it.  God made us, and therefore no doubt He knows us (Henry 737).”
“my frame”  Literally this is “strength, as in Dt 8:17, but applied to the bones and sinews as the strength and framework of the body (Alexander 548).”  This could also be translated “my bones or skeleton (Ryrie 928).”  Motyer translates this as “the bony structure, the physical being (578).”  “The frame is the foundation of the body, the bone and muscle system (Stedman 314).”
“not hidden”  “The ‘not hid’ is a meiosis, implying that God saw it clearly, and fully understood it, inasmuch as He Himself created it (Alexander 548).”  “What is hidden to us … is not hidden to God (Williams 485).”  “That nothing is hid from God David now begins to prove from the way in which man is at first formed, and points out God’s superiority to other artificers in this, that while they must have their work set before their eyes before they can form it, [God] fashioned us in our mother’s womb (Calvin 737).”  “God sees and knows everything because God is everywhere.  Now we will see that that psalmist’s discussion of omnipotence is also linked to omniscience because, according to David, a further reason God knows everything is that He has also made everything and controls it.  John Stott expressed this connection when he wrote, ‘God’s omniscience, which in the previous section has been attributed to His omnipresence, is now attributed to His omnipotence.  God can search man out not only because He sees him, but because He made him’ (Boice 1208).”  “As H.C. Leupold says, ‘What is being demonstrated is the fact that in his very being man establishes both the omniscience and the omnipresence of God’ (Boice 1208).”
“when I was made in the secret place”  “The figurative description heightens the feeling of the mystery attaching to the birth of a child (Lockyer 723).”
“in secret”/“the depths of the earth”  The Lord is “the only one fully aware of what was happening to the unborn child being shaped ‘in the depths of the earth’ (Davidson 448).”  The “reference is to the womb: called a ‘secret’ place because it normally conceals (2Sm 12:12), and it shares with ‘the depths of the earth’ associations with darkness, dampness and separation from the visible realm of life.  Moreover, both phrases refer to the place of the dead (63:9; Jb 14:13; Is 44:23; 45:19, with which on one level the womb appears to have been associated; Man comes from the dust and returns to the dust (90:3; Gn 3:19; Ec e:20; 12:7; Barker 882).”

“skillfully wrought”  The expression “intricately wrought” suggests “the complex patterns and colors of the weaver or embroiderer (Kidner 466).”  “The quaint phrase ‘curiously wrought (KJV) simply means ‘intricately made with great care’ (Wiersbe 135).”  This is “the word for ‘embroidered’ (Stedman 314).”  “It describes the delicate embroidery of the body, the things that tie us together so that one organ supports another (Stedman 315).”  “’Embroidered,’ which is the invariable meaning of the Hebrew verb, is a bold but beautiful expression for the complicated tissue of the human frame, in which so many and such various threads are curiously interwoven (Alexander 548).”  “All the parts are amazingly embroidered together (Stedman 315).”  “The phrase that our psalmist uses, then, is one that declares in a telling pictorial manner that man is not God, he is but part of created matter – and yet! every ligament, every tissue, every blood-vessel in his body, the hundred billion neurons or nerve cells inside his skull, its chemical reactions that take as little time as one-millionth of a second to act, all these marvels are listed in the master plan or diagram or on the drawing board that God had before Him, and on which He designed the various components He need to create me (Knight 324).”  “The argument from design is a great argument and it is what the psalmist uses here (Stedman 316).”  “The evolutionary hypothesis staggers the imagination with its theory that the complex human being came into being by mere chance (Lindsell 893).”  “These verses stress selected features of God superintending the process of human birth (Constable 228).”  “In a wonderful way the Lord skillfully forms the unborn life in the womb (Prinsloo 431).”
“The depths of the earth”  This is “an allusion to the womb, as mysterious as the netherworld (Ryrie 928).”  This phrase “can only be explained as a comparative expression corresponding to ‘in secret’ and denoting the same thing, which it describes as no less dark and hidden from the view of men than subterraneous caverns (Alexander 548).”  “We should remember in connection with David’s words, the words of Job (Gaebelein 483).”  “Thine hands have made me and fashioned me round about … remember, I beseech Thee, Thou hast made me as the clay; and wil Thou bring me into the dust again? … Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and Thou hast woven me together  with bones and sinews.  Thou hast grantee me life and favor, and Thy visitation hath preserved my spirit (Jb 10:8-12).”  “It is poetic language for secrecy and mystery.  We come from the dust of ‘Mother Earth,’ though we are formed in the mother’s womb (Wiersbe 135-136).”  “This may be a metaphor for the womb which has distant roots in the mythology of the great Earth Mother and in the picture in Gn 2 of the first human being as created ‘out of the dust of the ground,’ with its play on the word for ‘human being, ‘ādām, and the word for ‘ground,’ 'ādāmâ – an ‘earthling’ created out of the ‘earth’ (Jb 10:9; Davidson 448).”  “Like a potter at his wheel, [God] built up a human body into which He had then only to breath life for this adam to become a living person (Knight 324).”  “He shapes us as He shaped Adam, so that it can be said that we were made in ‘the depths of the earth’ (Brug 256).”  “That living being was of the earth, one with the womb of Mother Earth who herself had been formed in the womb of time (Knight 324).”  “When God was forming David in his mother’s womb he was as far from human view as if he were in the depths of the earth (Constable 228).”  “When he was being formed in the womb he was as remote to the human eye as the lower part of the earth (Ross 892).”  “Should an artisan intend commencing a work in some dark cave where there was no light to assist him, how would he set his hand to it (Calvin 737)?”  “But God makes the most perfect work of all in the dark, for He fashions man in mother’s womb (Calvin 737).”
16. Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.


“This is one of the most obscure and doubtful verses in the book of Psalms (Alexander 548).”  “This is a difficult verse and scholars have suggested numerous emendations (McCullough 716).”

In this verse there runs … a strong sense of a purpose which shapes life and which is the expression of the will of the Creator (Jr 1:5; Davidson 448).”  “In the perceptive wording of this psalm David is speaking of his unique individuality from the first moments of his existence in the womb.  Form that very first moment, God knew him and had ordained what his life was to be (Boice 1210).”  “The Lord’s observations of us is intent and intentional (Spurgeon 736).”  “Although these verses do not address the issue of abortion directly, they are certainly relevant to it.  The unborn child is being shaped and cared for by God, and God has already ordained his days for him.  So a human being who interferes and cuts off the life which God is developing is certainly usurping a right which belongs to the Creator alone.  As the giver of life God alone has the right to take it (Brug 256).”

“Your eyes have seen my unformed substance” “The ‘substance, seen by God, and made in secret, and ‘imperfect,’ meaning ‘undeveloped,’ is the embryo, as yet an unshaped mass, or an unfinished vessel, and ‘curiously wrought’ within the womb (Lockyer 723).”  “While I was but an embryonic speck, He took charge of me and knitted together my bodily frame (Ballard 716).”  “If he was known to God before he had grown to certain definite shape, much less could he now elude his observation (Calvin 737).”  “While as yet the vessel was upon the wheel the Potter saw it all.  The Lord knows not only our shape, but our substance: This is substantial knowledge indeed (Spurgeon 736).”  “He saw us as we were in the forming, and can we be hidden from Him now that we are formed (Henry 737)?”  “There could be no stronger statement concerning the sanctity and dignity of the unborn child than is given in this verse and its context.  Like Jeremiah, we are known to God before He forms us in the womb (Jr 1:5; Williams 485).”
“my unformed substance”  This is a rendering of a Hebrew word which in later Hebrew can mean an embryo (Davidson 448).”  “This Hebrew word “means ‘an unformed mass folded together’ (Wiersbe 135).”  “David speaks of God having known him when he was yet a shapeless mass (Calvin 737).”  “There is an uninterrupted development of the child from the very moment in which the sperm of the father joins the ovum of the mother and the cell begins to divide.  The father’s seed cannot multiply by itself, nor can the mother’s egg, but as soon as the two sets of chromosomes combine, not only does the development of life continue steadily unless interrupted, either accidentally or deliberately, but the life that is developing is a unique life.  There is no other combination of chromosomes exactly like these new ones.  The fetus is already a uniquely determined individual (Boice 1210).”  “Every embryo is a person, a creative possession of God with days planned ahead, a life ordained in heaven to be lived on earth (Motyer 5780579).”

“unformed substance”  “Literally the word is Hebrew is, ‘my rolled up substance’ (Stedman 315).”  “The first word in Hebrew occurs only here, but is clearly derived from a verb which means to ‘roll or roll up (2Kg 2:8), and may therefore be supposed itself to signify something rolled up or rolled together, and from this may be deduced the sense of something shapeless or unformed, or more specifically that of an embryo for fetus (Alexander 548).”
“in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me”  “Not only does God know us in the womb; He also knows us beyond the womb.  He knows our whole life (Williams 485).”  “As for the recording in the Divine book either the days of life, or men born in the course of these days, each coming into being according to the will of God.  Before a man is born God has written down the exact number of days he has to live (Lockyer 723).”  “The Lord’s writing in the book (15:1; 69:28) refers to God’s knowledge and blessing of his child (VanGemeren 838).”  “Evidently he had had certain experiences in his life where so many unrelated factors and incidents suddenly tied together, that he knew it must have all been brought about by a mind greater that his own.  To him this was evidence of the fruition of pre-made plans (Stedman 317).”  “The Lord’s decrees of things to be done, are so clear, so determinate, so certain, as if the description and history of the thing already come to pass were written in a book (Dickson 480).”  “All this impresses the psalmist, and he is made aware of God’s knowledge of him (Stedman 317).”  “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you (Jr 1:5).”  “This is not the impersonal blueprint of a distant engineer, but the loving plan of a gracious heavenly Father (Wiersbe 136).”  “It was done … according to the divine model (Henry 737).”  “Eternal wisdom formed the plan, and by that almighty power raised the noble structure (Henry 737).”  “Not only the constitution but the career of the poet is an open book to Him, and in fact already written down in God’s ledger of human destiny (56:8; 69:28; Allen 648).”  “The days of David’s life were written in God’s book affirming God’s prior knowledge and plan of everything in David’s life (Ryrie 928).”  “David said God predetermined the length of his life before birth.  In view of vv.1-14 this probably included his activities as well (Constable 228).”  God “not only sees the end from the beginning; He molds it.  Our own freedom and the workings of the devil are always secondary to the reign of God over our lives.  God is not caught by surprise, and His will will be done (Williams 486).”  “The poet responds with wonder to the realization of God’s involvement with his entire life, from beginning to end (Prinsloo 431).”  God marvelously planned out his life (Ross 892).”

“This of course is the basis for all biblical prophecy.  How is it that an event can occur in the life of our Lord which was predicted by the prophets 500, 600, sometimes 1000 years before (Stedman 317).”  “After the passing of years and even centuries there comes a moment when many factors suddenly fall together and our Lord fulfills an event that was foretold long before (Stedman 317).”

“Your book”  This is “the heavenly royal register of God’s decisions (Barker 882).”  “The Lord’s book is the book of the living (Constable 228).”  “The notion that the Lord keeps a register of the living is found elsewhere in 69:28; Ex 32:32-33.  In Ml 3:16; Dn 12:1 the Lord’s book appears to contain only the names of the righteous (McCullough 716).”
“all written the days”  “Difficulty lies in the expression ‘all of them, evaded in the English Bible by changing it to all my members, and then making this the subject of the plurals following.  The best interpreters are now disposed to construe ‘al of them’ with ‘days’ by a grammatical prolepsis.  In Thy book all of them are written, namely, all my days, as they were planned, projected, or decreed, before as yet one of them had really existed (Alexander 548-549).”  “All of them are written, days are delineated or depicted (Alexander 549).”

“written”  Williams suggests the translations: fashioned, formed, devised (485).
“the days that were ordained for me”  “If this represents the psalmist’s meaning, it points to some form of predestination (Jr 1:5; Ro 8:28-30; McCullough 716).”  “Arthur W. Pink wrote, “A ‘god’ whose will is resisted, whose designs are frustrated, whose purpose is checkmated, possesses no title to Deith, and so far from being a fit object of worship, merits naught but contempt’ (Boice 1209).”  This refers to “the span of life sovereignly determined (Barker 882).”  “Each of his days was numbered (VanGemeren 838).”  “This statement may mean that God determined how long he would live, but in view of vv.1-4, it more likely refers to everyday details (Ross 892).”  “The individual who walks with God … knows that the Lord has formed him for a purpose (VanGemeren 838).”  “What is divinely determined is God’s inevitable presence and knowledge (Broyles 486).”

“These verses plainly teach the individuality of a child while it is still in its mother’s womb (Boice 1209).”  “If God has ordained life, man should not ‘play God’ and start prescribing death (Wiersbe 137).”

“days”  “The rather cryptic Hebrew may mean either that ‘the days’ of my life were mapped out in advance (RSV, JB, TEV), or that my embryonic members were likewise planned and known before the many stages (‘day by day’) of their development (AV, RV, NEB).  The former option gives perhaps a slightly more straightforward sentence than the latter; but in either case the stanza so far has laid its main emphasis on our pre-natal fashioning by God – a powerful reminder of the value He sets on us, even as embryos, and of His planning our end from the beginning (Kidner 466).”  “By ‘days’ we are then to understand not merely the length but the events and vicissitudes of life (Jb 14:5; Ps 61:9; Alexander 549).”
“ordained for me”  “God’s knowledge of all things actual and possible, His omniscience, does not mean mankind’s choices are only illusions.  God knows what we will do even though He gives us freedom to make decisions in some situations (Constable 228).”

“When as yet there were not one of them”  “How is it that God knows and surrounds me?  Because from conception and gestation through the days of life and on to ‘awaking’ in eternity He is my creator-possessor (Motyer 578).”  “There is no journal or court record made moment by moment (Williams 486).”  “All was known to Him, all parts and their places in the body and their functioning; all written in His book, before anything of it ever existed (Gaebelein 483).”  “God seeth things before they are made, and His purpose to make hath no less clearness of knowledge of the thing to be made, than the substance of it, when it is made, can give; and God in His decree to do, knoweth the thing to be done, as fully as when it is done (Dickson 480).”  “God prerecorded ‘all the days’ of the psalmist before he was even born (Ross 892).”
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