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Psalm 33

1. Sing for joy in the Lord, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming in the upright.
2. Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; Sing praises to Him with a harp of ten strings.
3. Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy,
4. For the word of the Lord is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness.
5. He loves righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the loving kindness of the Lord.
6. By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.
“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made”  “In OT thought the Creator is more than the initiator; He remains sovereign over His creation, worthy of the reverence of all its people and in directive management of all its affairs, restraining and dominant, purposive and irresistible (Motyer 506).”

7. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses.
8. Let all the earth fear the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
9. For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.
10. The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.
“The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations”  “To speak of nature’s obedient glory is to be reminded of man’s blatant defiance (Kidner 137).”  “Not only does the creation exist by the word of God, the nations are also judged by that same word (Williams 249).”  “The psalm gradually focuses on God’s involvement with His people.  It moves from a consideration of His creative activities to reflection on His providential working among the nations (VanGemeren 279).”  “The psalmist spoke of the power of the Lord in history.  His purposes are sustained, no matter what people endeavor to do (Ross 818).”  “The nations that shine like stars on earth are fully under His control (Prv 19:21; 21:30; Isa 8:10; 19:17; 46:10-11; Jer 29:11; Mic 4;12; VanGemeren 279).”  “Because the Lord is the Creator, who by His power imposed His order on the creation (Gn 1), no power or combination of powers can thwart His plan and purpose to save His people (Hence His chosen people are the blessed nation (vv.12-19; Barker 771).”


“In their pride, the ‘nations’ (Gentiles) claim a false autonomy.  They offer their worldly ‘counsel’ (advice, wisdom) and they make their ‘plans’.  They live on the horizontal, employing politics as the ‘art of the possible.’  Their devices are ‘balance of power,’ ‘the dictatorship of the proletariat,’ ‘pro-choice,’ the New Deal, the 1,000-year Reich, NATO, the Warsaw Pact, the Alliance for Progress, and so on.  Their counsel and plans, however, are a passing show.  Thus God brings the autonomy of the nations, which is their idolatry, ‘to nothing,’ ‘of no effect.’  He breaks their rebellious spirit (Williams 249).” 

“He frustrates the plans of the peoples”  “If God can create, He can also un-create (Knight 161).”  “Human plans/schemes, for all their strength, are subject to divine restraint (Craigie 273).”  “He who created and sustains the universe can frustrate, as He pleases, the designs of His own creatures, whether individuals or nations (Alexander 150).”  “The more men oppose the truth, the more it prevails.  Richard Younger wrote that ‘the Reformation in Germany was much furthered by the Papists’ opposition; yea, when two kings, amongst others, wrote against Martin Luther, namely Henry VIII of England, and Ludovicus of Hungary, this kingly title being entered into the controversy – making me more curious to examine the matter – stirred up a general inclination towards Luther’s opinions (Lockyer 133).”


“The themes of God’s dominion in creation and in history are intimately related.  God’s control of history presupposes His mastery of creation, and the great examples of divine presence in history in the OT often contain within them the divine use of the forces of nature, which in turn belong to God as the Creator of the natural order.  Thus, the Exodus from Egypt in the escape at the Reed Sea is on the one hand a testimony to God’s masterful participation in the course of the history of His chosen people.  On the other hand, the event is testimony to God’s control of substance and power within the order of His creation.  Hence, the progression in Israel’s worship from praise of God’s word in its creative force to praise of God’s plan in human history is a natural and necessary consequence of the fundamental Hebrew theology (Craigie 274).”

11. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.
“The counsel of the Lord stands forever”  An “example of the unbreakable link between God’s word and God’s work is providence, the ordering of all things according to the secret counsels of God (Boice 287).”  “This God of creation is the God whose writ runs large in the affairs of the nations.  Nations may scheme and plan, but if what they propose is contrary to ‘the counsel of the Lord’, it will come to naught.  It is God’s purpose and His alone, ‘the thoughts of His heart’ (REB: ‘the plans He has in mind’), that last in the rapidly changing kaleidescope of human history (Davidson 113).”  “The Lord’s plans/schemes are powerful and perpetual, not subject to human restraint (Craigie 273).”  “The counsel of the Lord is greater than the counsel of men, for it stands forever.  As for man’s – ‘The best laid schemes of mice and men gang aft agley,’ as Robert Burns, the poet, wisely declared (Knight 161).”

“Counsel”  “Counsel” also means “plan” or “purpose” (Alexander 150).”  “The ‘”counsel”’ of the nations,’ the word used in the very next line, is the same word as for God’s creative wisdom (Knight 161).”  “Whereas creation rests upon the divine Word, history rests upon the divine plan (or counsel) and scheme (Craigie 273).”

“the plans of His heart from generation to generation”  “Creation and providence are the timely operations of God’s purposes.  Nothing will ‘thwart’ His plans, which He has purposed for the encouragement of the godly (VanGemeren 279).”  No purpose of His creatures can succeed against His will, no opposition of the creature can affect the execution of His own designs (Alexander 150).”  “’The counsel of the Lord stands forever’ and His ‘plans’ last through the ‘generations,’ for this ‘counsel’ and these ‘plans’ come from the eternal God who speaks His word and who does His work in righteousness and truth (Williams 249).”  “The standpoint of these verses is taken up and worked out at length in Isaiah 40 (which is the best commentary on them), where peoples and their counsel come to naught or serve God’s purpose unawares (Is 44:25ff; 45:4ff), and where God’s chosen are shown the searching implications of their call (Is 41:8ff; 42:1; Kidner 137).”

“plans of His heart”  This phrase can also be understood as “conceptions or intentions of His mind (Alexander 150).”  These are “the ideas, which form the inmost part, the ultimate motives of everything that takes place.  The whole history of the world is the uninterrupted carrying out of a divine plan of salvation, the primary object of which is His people, but in and with these are included humanity at large (Delitzsch 404).”

“generation to generation”  This is “a common idiomatic phrase meaning one generation after another, or indefinitely, all generations (Alexander 151).”  “In the history of mankind, the Bible reveals to us how we can understand the meaning of our own human story, although from afar, in that we are following, a long way behind, the finger of God in our human lives.  Professor Jacob Bronowski, taking the plan of God in human history as an indication of what God has always been doing in both areas, says: ‘Creation is a hand reaching straight into experience and arranging it with new meaning (Knight 161).”

“heart”  “In Biblical language the center of the human spirit, from which spring emotions, thought, motivations, courage and action – ‘the springs of life (Prv 4:23)’ (Barker 744).”

12. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, The people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.
“This is the center of the whole psalm, the conclusion form what goes before, and the text or theme of all that follows (Alexander 151).”

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”  “How blessed are they that have the Lord as their God; they know that, being His children, they have actually inherited this mighty plan of His (Knight 161).”  “Israel’s concept of being God’s chosen people was “easily and often perverted into a blind religious nationalism.  As such it comes in for heavy criticism from the prophets (Amos 3:2; 9:7).  Yet when truly understood as a gift of God’s grace, Israel’s election can be the source of the nation’s true happiness and orientation (Davidson 114).”  “’Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,’ a nation which as a community endeavors to fashion its life and its policies in harmony with God’s will.  If a nation claims to be an entity, it must seek to be a God-fearing entity and must not depend solely on the private godliness of its members, though that is basic (Sclater 175).”  “It is said elsewhere in the Bible that righteousness exalts a nation and that even an ungodly nation can be blessed because of the godly in it (Boice 288).”


“How shall we think of our own nation?  Our nation has never been a pure Christian nation, any more than Israel was ever entirely godly.  But our nation certainly had strong Christian roots, and God, truth, the Bible, and morality were revered even if not consistently obeyed or practiced in those early days (Boice 288).”  “Now we have a remnant of believing people and have no doubt been spared many great tragedies because of them.  But our country is not Christian anymore.  It is militantly secular.  God is not sought out, nor is His word honored.  I fear to think what is coming for the United States of America, whose god no longer is the Lord.  America’s real god is money.  And yet, the blessings of God surround His people, even in a godless or fiercely secular environment, and it is right to remember them (Boice 288).”

“Blessed”  This is “the happy condition of those who revere the Lord and do His will (41:1; 94:12; 106:3; 112:1; 119:1-2; 128:1; Prv 14:21; 29:18; Isa 56:2), who put their trust in Him (2:12; 34:8; 40:4; 84:5,12; 144:15; 146:5; Prv 16:20; Isa 30:18; Jer 17:7( and so are blessed by God (41:1-3; 144:12-14; Mt 5:3-12).”

“The people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance”  This refers to Israel (Barker 771).”  “At the heart of Israel’s self-understanding there lies the mystery of election (Dt. 7:7-8; Davidson 113).”  “The ‘nation whose God is the Lord’ is blessed precisely because its national existence is based upon the divine plan or scheme, not merely upon human aspirations (Craigie 273).”  “The Jews are called to be God’s servant and to carry out His will in the world (Dt. 7:6-8; Isa 44:1ff; Williams 250).”  “The call to praise God is supported by a setting forth of that which His people possess in Him (Delitzsch 404).”  “Within His creation the Creator made choice of one people to be His inheritance, ‘possession’ (Motyer 506).”  “The Lord freely chose to be the God of His people (VanGemeren 279).”  “Under the general proposition is included a particular felicitaion of Israel as the actual choice and heritage of God, i.e. chosen to be His, in a peculiar sense, by the hereditary succession, through a course of ages (Alexander 151).”  “Israel received a special status out of all the nations (Ex 19:5; Dt 4:20; 9:26,29; 32:9; Ps 29:9; 74:2; 78:62m71; 94:5,14; 106:5,40; VanGemeren 279).”  “V.12 expresses the psalmist’s joy over being part of God’s elect people, recipient of His loyal love (Ross 819).”  “Such an idea is beyond our human grasp, however, even though we may know it to be so.  That is why it can be the gift of grace alone (Knight 161).”

13. The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men;
14. From His dwelling place He looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth,
15. He who fashions the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works.
16. The king is not saved by a mighty army; A warrior is not delivered by great strength.
17. A horse is a false hope for victory; Nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength.
18. Behold, they eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness,
19. To deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.
“to deliver their soul from death”  “Israel is safe and secure under God’s protective rule (Barker 771).”

20. Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.
21. For our heart rejoices in Him, Because we trust in His holy name.
22. Let Your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hope in You.
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