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Psalm 90

A Prayer of Moses, the man of God

“The remainder of the Psalm is a series of 6 prayers.  It is by prayer that we counter the disintegrative power of sin, by prayer that we fly to the God whom we have offended, by prayer that we take up our dwelling place (v.1) in Him.  This was the way of Moses (Ex 15:25; 17:4; 32:31-32; Nu 13-19; Motyer 545).”  Moses’ closing prayer contains two main elements.  The first is a plea for understanding and wisdom (Brug 85).”  “The second part of the prayer is a plea for mercy (Brug 85).”

12. So teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.
“teach us”  “Wisdom begins and ends with the Lord, as the wise man seeks the Lord in all His ways (Pr 1:7), and true wisdom begins with the petition for revelation and illumination: ‘Teach us’ (VanGemeren 596).”

“teach us to number our days”  “The wise man asks to apprehend the brevity of life (VanGemeren 596).”  “Help us to allot our days wisely (Ryrie 885).”  “Though life may have many pleasant surprises, God’s anger may come at any time; and the wise man reckons continually with God’s existence and man’s accountability (VanGemeren 596).”  “Give us this knowledge of the connection between God’s wrath and our own mortality (Alexander 390).”  “As we daily observe death all around us, we are warned to make the most of this time of grace which God has given us, since death is inevitable (Brug 85).”  “As Weiser points out, ‘the poet observes that part of the nature of sin is that men hardly ever realize the ultimate relationship between mortality and sin, because they live for the moment’.  The psalmist includes himself among those who need this lesson.  But he has learnt it well.  Perhaps nowhere outside the book of Ecclesiastes is the fact of death so resolutely faced, or the fear of God so explicitly related to it (Kidner 330).”

“number our days”  “The REB renders, ‘make us know how few our days are’ (Davidson 302).”  The great majority of humanity consider man’s inevitable death in scientific terms.  They see it as the running down of the natural functions of the body till these reach a full stop (Knight 91-2).”  “The numbering of ‘days’ is an act of recognition of the vast difference between God and finite man (VanGemeren 596).”  “Because life is so brief, and because it is spent under God’s wrath on sin, the psalmist, representing God’s people, implored God for wisdom in numbering their days (39:4), that is, in realizing how few they are (39:5-6; Ross 859).”  “All humans should remember that their days are few in number and that they have little time to arrange the affairs of life before the hour of death comes (Lindsell 843).”  “Everyone ought to know the measure of his (few) days or he will play the arrogant fool, with no thought of his mortality or of his accountability to God (Barker 834).”

“that we may present to You a heart of wisdom”  “While there is time, mortals should fear God and seek instruction by His Spirit so that their hears will incline to wisdom (Lindsell 843).”  “Since we only one life and that one life is short, we should us it to gain the wisdom which comes from God (Brug 85).”

“present to You”  May also be translated “harvest (Barker 834).”

“heart of wisdom”  “The ‘heart of wisdom’ which the psalmist prays for is one that understands his coming death to be the result of God’s wrath at his sinful, rebellious nature (Knight 92).”

“heart”  “In Biblical language [the ‘heart’ is] the center of the human spirit, from which spring emotions, thought, motivations, courage and action – ‘the springs of life (Pr 4:23)’ (Barker 744).”

“wisdom”  “The two previous motifs of ‘wrath’ and ‘days’ lead into a prayer for wisdom as the only legitimate and wise response to the human condition (VanGemeren 596).”  “Since no one ‘knows’ how great God’s rage may be, the wise man is receptive to divine revelation/instruction (VanGemeren 596).”  “To recognize our transitoriness and mortality is to recognize that many of the values which are placed on life – for example, wealth, status, and power – have no ultimate significance.  What is needed is that ‘wisdom’ which will enable us to live responsibly in the light of a true, God-given understanding of what our human life really means.  Such wisdom points to abandoning any self-reliance or seeking security in merely human values.  That security only God can give (Davidson 302).”

13. Do return, O Lord: how long will it be?  And be sorry for Your servants.
“return”  Literally this is “turn (Barker 834).”  “God had rebuked man with His ‘Turn back! (v.3);’ now man returns this cry to God: ‘Turn back’ – for mercy (Kidner 331).”  “To the prayer that the people may understand the causes of God’s wrath is now added a prayer for its removal (Alexander 390).”  “The God who ‘turns’ frail humanity to dust (v.3) must now Himself ‘turn’ – do a volte-face and change His mind concerning His servants.  Only such a change can lead to a meaningful and satisfying life here and now (Davidson 302).”  “With the boldness of v.1, which claimed relationship with God, the remainder of the prayer largely begs for a reversal of what has gone before (Kidner 331).”  “The loss of God’s favor is, as usual, represented as His absence (Alexander 391).”  “The psalmist prays for restoration to God’ favor.  His anger consumes (v.7), but He may ‘relent’ by showering His favor again on His people (VanGemeren 597).”

“how long”  “They are waiting for His divine act of full salvation (VanGemeren 597).”  “Such language of impatience and complaint is found frequently in the prayers of the Psalter.  It expresses the anguish of relief not (yet) granted and exhibits the boldness with which the psalmists wrestled with God on the basis of their relationship with Him and their conviction concerning His righteousness (Barker 746).”

“be sorry”  “The psalmist pleaded with the Lord to ‘have compassion on His servants.  This was their only hope (Ross 859).”  To ultimately preserve our lives we must “cry for compassion from a reconciled God (v.13; Motyer 545).”

“Your servants”  “Though His people are suffering, they are still His servants, as they wait patiently for the compassion of their Master (VanGemeren 597).”

14. O, satisfy us in the morning with Your lovingkindness, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
“satisfy us in the morning with Your lovingkindness”  “Tomorrow morning (don’t wait any longer) please satiate us with your hesed, your steadfast love (Knight 92).”  “Make that love of yours plain to Your servants now (Knight 92).”  “Vv. 14-15 seem to suggest that the nation was undergoing a particularly severe period of chastening for sin, a ‘night’ of trouble as it were (Ross 859).”  “Weakened by God’s discipline, one is keenly aware of his mortality; abiding in God’s love and compassion, he is aware of being crowned with glory and honor (8:5-8).”  Unlike the withering of life depicted in vv.5-6, we can pray for “a new morning filled with His love which does not change all our days (Motyer 545).”  “If God satisfied them with His loyal love (hesed), they could then rejoice all their days (Ross 859).”

“satisfy”  “’Satisfy’ or ‘sate’ us, i.e. fill us, abundantly supply us (Alexander 391).”  “God’s grace is here presented as the food required for the sustenance of His people (Alexander 391).”

“in the morning”  This phrase may mean “early, speedily, perhaps with an allusion to the night as a common figure of affliction (Alexander 391).”  “’The morning’ suggests a new era of joy for God’s people (Ross 859).”  “The renewal of [God’s] love is associated with ‘the morning (30:5; 49:14; 143:8; Lam 3:23)’ as the light of day is contrastive with the darkness (gloom) of the night VanGemeren 597).”  Moses may in essence be saying, “Let there be for us a dawning of Your love to relieve this long, dark night of Your anger (Barker 834).”  “Thus the psalmist prays for a new beginning, which the Lord alone can open for His people (VanGemeren 597).”

“with your lovingkindness”  “The combination of the imperatives with result clauses [in the surrounding verses] brings out the psalmist’s concern with God’s mercy, that the effects of His mercy may rest on His people and on the succeeding generations (VanGemeren 597).”

“that we may sing for joy”  “When God deals with us in ‘lovingkindness,’ life will be joyous (Ryrie 885).”  “The act of rejoicing is set in contrast to the ‘trouble and sorrow’ of human existence (VanGemeren 597).”

“all our days”  This phrase might be paraphrased “throughout the remainder of our lives (Alexander 391).”  “God’s people long for the continuity of divine blessings rather than an occasional evidence of His love.  The phrases ‘all our days,’ ‘many days,’ and ‘many years’ are symmetric with ‘all our days,’ ‘our years,’ and ‘the length of our days’ so as to bring out the contrast between a whole life of sorrow under the rage of God and the life of rejoicing because of His favor (VanGemeren 597).”

15. Make us glad according to the days You have afflicted us, and the years we have seen evil.
“Make us glad according to the days You have afflicted us”  “Whereas ‘all our days’ are, by our deserts, ‘under Thy wrath (v.9),’ within the covenant ‘all our days’ can be joyful (Kidner 331).”  “In showing compassion the Lord was asked to turn their sorrow into joy (Ross 859).”  “The meaning is, compensate all our sufferings by proportionate enjoyments (Alexander 391).”  We can look to God “to make life as full of gladness as otherwise it would have been of affliction (Motyer 545).”  “We do not deserve to have our life prolonged, but we pray that God will give us the time and the wisdom to serve Him faithfully on this earth (Brug 85).”

“according to”  Literally this means “as or like (Alexander 391).”  

“days You have afflicted us”  “Man generally does not pay attention to the divine law of sin and retribution (VanGemeren 596).”

16. Let Your work appear to Your servants and Your majesty to their children.
“Let Your work appear to Your servants”  “Let this ‘work’ of Yours be ‘manifest to,’ ‘seen by,’ Your servants (Knight 92).”  “The psalmist also asked that God would display His splendor to His servants (Ross 859).”  Moses “prays that even to the elder generation there may be vouchsafed a ‘token of good (Ps 86:17), i.e. some assurance of the favors to be actually bestowed upon their children (Alexander 391).”  God “not only opens Himself to us (v.1); He shares Himself with us (Motyer 545).”  “When God deals with us in ‘lovingkindness (v.14),’ … [life] will be viewed from His perspective (Ryrie 885).”  “The people of God have sung will continue to sing of God’s ‘deeds’ (… i.e., the work of salvation; v.16; 92:5; Dt 32:4; Hab 3:2; VanGemeren 597).”

“work”  This “is a work-of-majesty (Barker 834).”  “God’s work or doing is the course of His providential dealings (Ps 92:5; Alexander 391).”  “God’s ‘deeds,’ … demonstrate His ‘glorious power’ or majestic splendor (Davidson 302).”  “God’s work has been to create, first, the heavens and the earth, and all that is in them, including humanity; and then, second, it is to recreate and make new heavens and a new earth, and so to recreate new men and women (Isa 66:22).  You have promised to do this by redeeming us from the power of sin and death (Knight 92).”

“Let … Your majesty [appear] to their children”  “Do not forget our children – for surely little children too can experience Your covenant (Knight 92).”  “The ‘work’ of God on behalf of His people reveals His ‘splendor’ (Isa 40:5; VanGemeren 597).”  “This was to appear not only to but on the younger race, i.e. in their own experience (Alexander 391).”  “The crowning contrast is between what was seen as perishable in vv.3-12 and the abiding glory of what God does here.  Here is a heritage for our children in a transitory world (Kidner 331).”  “We who are caught up in the passing of the generations, the transiency of life, the dark undercurrent of divine wrath, are made partakers of the divine nature (2Pe 1:2-4) in all its glory and beauty (Motyer 545).”  “Do it then for us and those who follow us (Knight 92)!  “We pray that God will establish and bless our labors for the gospel so that they will bear fruit for us, for our children and for others, now and forever (Brug 85).”

“majesty”  God’s “glory, [are] the manifestation of His divine perfections in external act (Alexander 391).”

“to their children”  This refers to the “past generations” of v.1 (Barker 834).”

17. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us; and confirm for us the work of our hands; Yes, confirm the work of our hands.
“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us”  “While the glory of Jehovah is expected to be fully revealed  only in His dealings with the next generation, He is still besought to grant their fathers the experimental knowledge of His beauty, loveliness, or all that renders Him an object of affection (Ps 27:4; Alexander 391).”  “The psalmist also asked that God would … extend His favor to them rather than consume them in His wrath (Ross 860).”

“favor”  This could also be translated as “beauty (27:4; Barker 834).”  Motyer suggests a possible translation of “loveliness (545).”  This refers to God’s “unfailing benevolence (Barker 764).”  Kidner prefers the word “delight” stating that “favor is too colorless a word (331).”  “Let Your ‘favor,’ Your graciousness, Your beauty enable us in our turn to do Your will (Knight 92).”  “Graciousness is beautiful (Knight 93).”  “The favor of God is particularly known as His ‘unfailing love (hesed)’ or covenantal love (VanGemeren 597).”

“upon us”  “The expression ‘on us,’ as before, suggests the idea of an influence exerted and a favor granted from above. (Alexander 391).”

“confirm for us the work of our hands”  “The godly and wise pray that the Lord will accept their work and ‘establish (konenah)’ it is as having value (Dt 2:7; 14:29; 16:15).  Frail, limited, and sinful as man is , the love of God can transform what is weak to His own glory (VanGemeren 598).”  “Not only God’s work will endure, but, with His blessing, ‘the work of our hands as well (Kidner 331).”  “When God deals with us in ‘lovingkindness (v.14),’ … His blessing will be on our work (Ryrie 885).”  “When God rebukes one for His sin, he feels most frail and transitory.  But when he is blessed by God’s favor he feels most worthwhile; he shares in the work of the everlasting God (Ross 860)."  Through God’s favor “they would enjoy success in their labors, even though life is short (Ross 860).”  “It has been worth facing the unwelcome facts of time, wrath and death, to have been moved to such a prayer and such assurance (Kidner 331).”  “Robert Alter senses the climactic conclusion as he writes, ‘The special force of the reiteration of this ver (konen) at the end of Ps 90 must be felt as a reversal of the imagery of withering grass, sighs, things burnt up by God’s wrath, and … humanity flooded or engulfed by sleep’ (VanGemeren 598).”

“confirm”  “To ‘establish’ or ‘confirm’ it is to prosper and succeed it, to bring it to a favorable issue (Alexander 391).”  “The Lord’s acceptance of His own assures a certain permanence of their work.  Life under the sun may be vain.  The man under God’s judgment can accomplish no ultimate good (VanGemeren 597).”  “As You only have been our security in the world (v.1), so also make our labors to be effective and enduring – though we are so transient (Barker 834).”  Here is “the possibility of labor that is ‘not in vain (1Co 15:58)’ (Kidner 331).”  “Only the labor that we do for the gospel can produce fruits which will endure into eternity (Brug 85).”

“the work of our hands”  “’The work of our hands” is a favorite Mosaic phrase for all that we do or undertake, all our affairs and interests (Dt 14:29, 16:15;24:19; 28:12; 30:9; Alexander 391).”
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