Zechariah 5
3. “Then he said to me, “this is the curse that is going forth over the face of the whole land; surely everyone who steal will be purged away according to the writing on one side, and every one who swear will be purged away according to the writing on the other side.
“curse”  “’The curse’ also means ‘oath’ and is especially associated with a failure to satisfy and obligation (Butterworth 871).”  “Previous visions had promised God’s intervention to Judah’s benefit, but there were moral conditions to be fulfilled, as there had been when the covenant was inaugurated.  ‘This is the curse’ or ‘oath’.  The word is used several times in connection with covenant (Gn 24:41; 26:28; Dt 29:12; Ezk 16:59).  Implicit in the giving of the law was the teaching that those who kept  would prosper, while those who broke it would meet with disaster (hence the ‘blessings’ and the ‘curses’ of Dt 28).  The scroll represented the law, with its specific curses on law-breakers (Baldwin 126).”  “The flying curse is longer than the arm of the law, for it is steered as if by automatic pilot, unerringly homing on those who by their actions have invited God’s curse (Craigie 181).”  “The curse of the scroll is directed toward violators of the middle command or each of the two tablets – the 8th commandment against stealing (Ex 20:15) and the third commandment against swearing falsely by (misusing the name of the Lord (Ex 20:7; Lindsey).”  “The third commandment is the central commandment on the first table of the Law, and the 8th commandment is the central commandment, so these two commandments represent the whole law (Wiersbe 109).”  “It’s victims are those who have broken two of the 10 Commandments which were so central to the life of Covenant; the curse directed to those who had stolen, and those who had perverted justice by giving false testimony in court (Craigie 181).”  “To obey one law doesn’t negate disobedience to another law.  To break one is to be a lawless person (Wiersbe 109).”  “Thus the specified objects of the curse probably represent all those who violate the Law of God (Lindsey).”
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